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ORDERS  OF  COUNCIL. 


30th  May,  1906. 


Ordered  :  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  and  report  on  "  The  desirability  of  the  Government  estab- 
lishing Labour  Settlements  for  Indigent  Whites,"  with  power  to 
take  evidence,  call  for  papers  and  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  the  Committee  to  consist  of  the  President, 
Mr.  Kohler,  and  Mr.  GraafF  (mover). 


7th  June  1906. 


Ordered  :  That  Messrs.  Powell  and  Michau  be  added  to  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  by  this  House  "to  inquire  into  and 
report  on  the  desirability  of  the  Government  establishing  Labour 
Settlements  for  Indigent  Whites." 


14th  June,  1906. 

Ordered  :  That  the  Order  of  30th  May  be  amended  by 
inserting  the  following  :  "  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  Poor  White  Question,  with 
power  to  take  evidence  and  call  for  papers  ;  and  that  it  be  an 
instruction  to  the  Committee  to  report  specially  as  to  the  best 
means  of  placiug  such  persons  under  supervision  on  the  soil,  or  of 
otherwise  dealing  with  the  question." 


18th  June,  1906. 

Ordered  :  That  a  message  be  transmitted  to  the  Honourable 
the  House  of  Assembly,  recpiesting  that  Slips  of  the  Evidence 
taken  and  to  be  taken  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  on  the  Poor  White  (^lu^stioji,  may  be  supjilicd  to  the 
Council  for  the  information  of  its  Conunittec  on  Indigent  Whites, 
the  like  information  to  be  supplied  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by 
the  Committee  of  this  House. 
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REPORT 


OF   THE 

SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  by  Orders  of 
Council,  dated  the  30th  May,  7th  June, 
14th  June  and  18th  June,  1906,  to  inquire 
into  and  report  on  the  desirability  of 
the  Government  establishing  Labour  Settle- 
ments for  Indigent  Whites,  and  especially 
as  to  the  best  means  of  placing  such 
persons  under  supervision  on  the  soil, 
or  of  otherwise  dealing  with  the  question,  to 
confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  and  interchange  slips  of  the  evi- 
dence with  them  ;  to  take  evidence  and  to 
have  power  to  call  for  papers  ;  the  Committee 
to  consist  of  The  Honoueable  the  Presi- 
dent, Messrs.  KoHLER,  PowELL,  MiCHAU  and 
Graaff  (Mover). 

Your  Committee  having  carefully  considered 
the  matters  referred  to  it  for  inquiry  and  report 
begs  to  report  as  follows  : — 

1.  By  the  term  "  Poor  Whites  "  your  Committee 
understands  the  Council  to  mean  British  subjects 
of  European  origin  who  are  domiciled  in  this 
Colony  and  who  have  been  reduced  to  a  condition 
of  great  indigence  from  which  they  are  unable  to 
raise  themselves  or  their  families  without  outside 
assistance. 

2.  Unfortunately  the  returns  before  your  Com- 
mittee are  not  sufficiently  complete  to  enable  it  to 
state  the  exact  number  of  such  inhabitants,  but 
the  evidence  has  satisfied  your  Committee  that 
the  number  is  great  and  increasing  year  by  year, 
and  that  unless  strenuous  efforts  are  made  to  lend 
them  a  helping  hand  many  of  them  will  drift  into 
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a  state  of  helpless  pauperism,  others  will  become 
utterly  demoralized,  and  all  of  them  may  become 
a  serious  burden  on  the  taxpayer. 

3.  There  are  many  causes  which  have  contri- 
buted to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  Poor 
Whites,  the  chief  of  these  causes  being-  want  of 
education.  The  children  of  many  parents  living 
in  sparsely  populated  districts  have  been  allowed 
to  grow  up  in  ignorance  and  have  not  learned  to 
appreciate  the  dignity  of  honest  labour,  the  value 
of  time  or  the  extreme  importance  of  industry  and 
energy  in  the  performance  of  their  daily  duties. 

4.  Other  causes  which  have  contributed  to  the 
number  have  been  the  extension  of  railways, 
which  has  thrown  numbers  of  carriers  out  of 
employment,  the  sub-division  of  farms  not  adapted 
for  supporting  many  families,  which  has  compelled 
the  less  industrious  owners  to  seek  some  other 
calling,  and,  in  some  cases,  intemperance  on  the 
part  of  individuals  which  has  led  to  the  impoverish- 
ment and  ruin  of  those  dependent  upon  them  for 
support. 

5.  In  so  far  as  the  indigence  of  the  Poor  Whites 
is  the  result  of  ignorance,  your  Committee  has 
every  reason  to  hope  that  with  the  greater  efforts 
which  are  being  made  to  extend  the  adA^antages  of 
education  throughout  the  country  the  evil  will 
tend  to  diminish  year  by  year.  Those  efforts 
should,  if  possible,  be  increased,  and  your  Com- 
mittee is  of  opinion  that  a  great  work  lies  before 
Ministers  of  religion  in  urging  u])on  the  more 
backward  members  of  their  different  congregations 
that  there  can  be  no  true  religion  without  industry 
and  sobriety,  and  that  no  man,  woman,  or  child  is 
lowered  by  the  performance  of  honest  manual 
labour.  Teachers  in  schools  may  also  be  able  to 
effect  much  in  this  direction. 

6.  But  while  efforts  are  being  made  to  raise  the 
moral  tone  of  the  Indigent  AVhites,  and  to  educate 
their  children,  the  more  pressing  question  remains, 
what  should  be  done  to  sive  assistance  to  those 
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who  have  not  the  immediate  means  of  subsistence 
for  themselves  and  families.  Many  of  these 
unfortunate  people  have  drifted  into  towns,  and 
the  effect  of  their  contact  with  townsmen  has  in 
many  cases  been  to  familiarize  them  with  the  vices 
of  town  life  without  instilling  into  them  the  com- 
pensating virtues  which  are  to  be  found  in  all 
towns.  For  poor  people  who  have  come  from  the 
land,  town  life  without  some  trade,  handicraft  or 
other  honourable  calling  mast  always  be  demorali- 
zing, and  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done  for  them 
is,  if  possible,  to  bring  them  back  to  the  land. 

7.  For  those  who  are  capable  of  taking  up  some 
handicraft,  an  excellent  opening  could  be  afforded 
by  employing  them  at  Government  works  and  in 
the  several  railway  workshops  of  the  Colony.  The 
experiment  made  at  the  Uitenhage  workshop 
shows  that  these  people,  after  proper  training 
become  excellent  mechanics,  and  do  not  compare 
unfavourably  with  imported  men.  Mr.  Thornton,  s.c.  ofH.  of 
the  locomotive  superintendent  of  the  Midland  f^^^'^^'  '^''^ 
system,  in  the  valuable  evidence  given  by  him  on 

the  subject,  says  that  he  runs  his  large  establish- 
ment mainly  with  Colonial  men.  In  answer  to  the 
question,  whether,  taking  the  conditions,  the  chief 
of  which  are  removable,  he  would  say  the  Colonial 
men  are  fairly  satisfactory,  he  said ''  yes,  certainly." 
"  And  if  those  conditions,  such  as  previous  educa- 
tion and  training  could  be  supplied,  you  think 
they  would  be  quite  satisfactory  ?  "  ''  Yes,  quite 
satisfactory."  Your  Committee  would  recommend 
that  this  experiment,  so  successfully  initiated  at 
Uitenhage,  should  be  extended  and  sympathetically 
applied  to  all  Government  works,  and  more 
especially  to  all  the  workshops  of  the  Eailway 
Department.  Your  Committee  is  further  of  opinion 
that  for  duties,  such  as  those  of  convict  guards, 
constables,  and  railway  officials,  excellent  material 
may  be  found  in  the  class  known  as  "  Poor  AVhites." 

8.  It  is  clear  from  Mr.  Thornton's  evidence  that 
the  best  workmen  and  mechanics  are  those  who 
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litXA^e  had  a  preliminary  industrial  training.  For 
the  purpose  of  such  industrial  training,  the 
Industrial  School  at  Uitenhage  affords  a  useful 
model.  Under  the  sympathetic  management  of 
s.  c.  of  H  of  Mr.  McJannett,  to  whose  evidence  your  Committee 
,^;7  4?tr.^''  would  call  the  special  attention  of  the  Council, 
that  school  is  doing  a  work  the  importance  of  which 
cannot  be  over  estimated.  He  states  that  he  has 
only  78  boys  on  the  roll,  but  that  it  would  bo  just 
as  easy  for  him  to  manage  an  institution  with 
400  as  with  (SO,  and  that  with  an  expenditure  of  a 
couple  of  thousand  pounds  the  workshops  and 
boarding  department  could  be  extended,  so  as  to 
accommodate  double  the  present  number  of  boys. 
Your  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  no  more  useful 
aid  towards  solving  the  poor  white  question  could 
be  given  than  by  advancing  the  necessary  funds  to 
the  managers  of  the  Uitenhage  Industrial  School, 
and  by  giving  every  possible  encouragement  to  the 
establishment  of  similar  schools  in  other  parts  of 
the  country  where  they  are  needed.  Your  Com- 
mittee, moreover,  is  of  opinion  that  industrial 
schools  for  girls  should  also  be  encouraged  by 
giving  them  grants  in  aid  upon  the  same  principles 
as  those  adopted  in  regard  to  the  boys'  school  at 
Uitenhage. 

9.  In  regard  to  children  who  are  not  old  enough 
to  be  sent  to  an  Industrial  School,  there  is  an  Act 
of  Parliament  in  existence  which  is  wide  enough 
in  its  scope  to  embrace  children  under  15,  of  Euro- 
pean parentage,  whose  father,  mother,  or  lawful 
guardian  is  unal)le  to  provide  for  their  support  and 
education.  'Mie  xVct  (24  of  1895)  empowers  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  upon  Report  from  a  Eesident 
Magistrate,  to  commit  such  childien  to  such  suitable 
institution  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, and  if  the  parents,  afterwards,  have  sufficient 
means  to  repay  the  amount  of  relief  they  can  ])e  com- 
of  H.  pelled  to  do  so.  The  evidence  of  Miss  Moller,  the 
Qiies.  roatron  of  the  Girls'  Indigent  Home,  at  Graaff- 
Eeinet,  shows  that  institutions  such  as  those  con- 
templated by  the  Act,  may  ])e  of  some  assistance 
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in  the  solution  of  the  ''poor  white"  question.  The 
girls  are  rescued  from  undesirable  and,  in  many 
cases,  immoral  surroundings,  and  are  trained 
in  house-work,  so  as  to  become  useful  as 
mothers'  helps.  Miss  Moller  states  that  the  Act 
has  been  somewhat  strictly  construed,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  admission  of  children  whom  it  would 
be  very  desirable  to  remove  from  surroundinos 
where  they  would  never  learn  to  work,  but  would 
be  encouraged  in  following  paths  of  vice.  It  would 
not  be  difficult  to  amend  the  Act  so  as  to  carry  out 
the  obvious  intentions  of  the  Legislature,  but  until 
such  amendment  is  made,  your  Committee  would 
recommend  that  the  Act  should  be  construed  by 
the  authorities  with  the  utmost  liberality. 

10.  Coming  next  to  the  very  important  question 
as  to  the  best  means  of  settling  indigent  whites  on 
the  land,  your  Committee  would  observe  that 
the  settlement  at  Kakamas  affords  a  useful  object 
lesson  as  to  what  can  be  done  in  this  direction  by 
energy,  sympathy  with  the  people  sought  to  be 
benefited,  and  by  the  application  of  business- 
like methods  to  the  solution  of  the  question.  The 
administration  of  this  so-called  "  Labour  Colony" 
is  in  the  hands  of  a  Commission  appointed  by  the 
Synod  of  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church,  but  there 
is  no  reason  why  similar  settlements  established 
by  other  religious  denominations,  should  not  be 
assisted  and  supported  by  Government.  Some 
enthusiasm  in  the  cause  is  required  to  make  such 
an  institution  a  success  and  the  requisite  enthu- 
siasm will  only  be  found  in  religious  bodies  whose 
Ministers  devote  themselves  heart  and  soul  to  the 
cause  of  raising  their  fellow  men  from  darkness 
into  light.  At  Kakamas  every  white  person,  with 
a  family,  who  is  able  to  work  and  can  produce  a 
certificate  of  poverty  together  with  one  of  good 
conduct,  is  allowed  to  settle.  Those  who  helped  in 
making  the  water-furrow  have  the  preference. 
The  Commission  bears  all  expenses  in  connection 
with  the  work,  pays  the  labourers  at  three  shillings 
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per  day.  permits  free  grazing  to  those  who  possess 
a  few  large  or  small  stock,  and  provides  j)ro visions 
and  clothing  at  the  lowest  prices.  The  agricultural 
lands  are  divided  into  lots,  the  extent  of  each 
being  about  six  or  seven  morgen.  The  assigned 
land  remains  the  property  of  the  assignee  so  long 
as  his  behaA^iour  is  good  and  he  may  nominate  his 
successor  in  title  or  may  part  with  or  lease  the 
land  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Commission. 
An  annual  rent  varying  from  £2  10s.  to  £10  is  pay- 
able on  the  15th  January  of  each  year.  The  pre- 
servation of  the  wattr-furrow  is  the  joint  du.ty  of 
the  erfholders.  Yagrants  are  not  allowed  to  enter, 
compulsory  education  is  maintained,  and  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquor  is  prohibited.  In  the  event 
of  a  breach  of  the  rules  the  Commission  maj"  avail 
itself  of  the  following  means  of  punishment  :  (1) 
Personal  warning.  (2)  Fine  of  not  more  than  £5. 
(8)  Expulsion  from  the  Colony.  In  the  event  of 
confiscation  compensation  must  be  paid  by  the 
Commission  for  buildings. 

11.  The  Commission  has  acquired  by  purchase 
several  farms  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Orange 
Elver,  but  the  three  farms,  Kakamas,  Zoetap  and 
Neus,  upon  which  the  settle  Qient  itself  is  located, 
have  been  acquired  from  the  Government,  although 
grants  have  not  yet  been  given.  The  giving  of 
such  grants  was  made  conditional  upon  the 
Labour  Colony  being  proved  to  be  successful.  As 
far  back  as  1903,  Dr.  Nobbs,  Agricultural  Assistant, 
was  able  to  report  that  "  it  can  now  be  affirmed 
without  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  success  of 
the  Labour  Colony  is  assured,  but  it  cannot  yet  be 
said  to  have  been  achieved."  Your  Committee  is 
of  opinion  that  since  that  time  success  has  been 
achieved,  and  that  the  Commission  is  now  fairly 
entitled  to  obtain  grants  of  the  three  farms  men- 
tioned. Adjoining  one  of  them  is  the  Government 
farm  Ilartebeest  Eiver  Mond^  part  of  which  could 
be  irrigated  from  the  Kakamas  furrow,  and  in  the 
river  adjoining  the  settlement  is  an  island  named 
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Paarden  Island,  which  could  also  be  irrigated  from 
an  extended  furrow.  There  is  some  question 
whether  the  Island  does  not  already  belong  to  the 
Commission  under  the  transfers  of  the  farms 
bought  by  them,  but  as  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Surveyor- General  that  the  Island  still  belongs  to 
the  Government,  your  Committee  has  assumed 
that  the  Commission  are  not  the  owners.  Your 
Committee  is,  however,  of  opinion  that,  in  order  to 
complete  the  success  of  the  settlement  and  greatly 
extend  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness,  free  grants  of 
the  farm  and  of  the  Island  should  be  made  to  the 
Commission.  In  regard,  however,  to  these  two 
grants  and  to  all  grants  that  may  in  future  be 
made  to  religious  bodies  for  the  purpose  of  settling- 
Poor  Whites  thereon,  your  Committee  would 
recommend  the  insertion  in  the  grants  of  a  con- 
dition that  the  land  be  used  ^^olely  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  granted,  failing  which  it  should 
revert  to  the  Government. 

12.  It  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  Com- 
mission to  achieve  the  results  already  obtained 
without  the  expenditure  of  a  very  large  sum  of 
money.  The  work  of  making  the  waterleadings 
from  the  Orange  River  has,  however,  been  very 
economically  done.  The  labour  of  the  Poor 
A¥hites  themselves  was  utilized  for  the  purpose, 
and  a  work  which  had  been  estimated  to  cost  more 
than  £29,000  was  actually  constructed  for  only 
£5,500.  To  assist  the  Commission  in  their 
efforts,  the  sum  of  .€3,500  was  advanced  by  the 
Government  as  a  loan  under  the  Irrigation  Act, 
and  the  Commission  has  obtained  from  other  sources 
the  sum  of  £20,000,  which  together  with  other 
sums  obtained  by  means  of  contributions  has  been 
expended  on  improvements.  The  evidence  satis- 
fies your  Committee  that  with  the  further  expen- 
diture of  about  £30,000  vast  improvements  might 
be  made  and  the.  means  afforded  for  settling  about 
400  more  families  on  the  property.  The  money  would 
be  devoted  to  an  extension  of  the  furrows  and  to 


Xll 


the  utilization  of  the  water  for  electrical  power  to 
bo  used  for  industrial  purposes  in  connection  with 
the  Industrial  School  to  be  presently  mentioned. 

18.  It  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  this  and 
other  similar  institutions  that  the  advances  for 
improvements  should  be  made  upon  the  Sinking 
Fund  principle,  and  this  could  only  be  done  by 
Government.  In  so  far  as  the  Irrigation  Act  does 
not  apply,  legislation  would  be  required,  and  your 
Committee  would  recommend  that  such  legislation 
should  be  forthwith  introduced.  Your  Commi ttee  is 
of  opinion  that  such  Government  assistance  should 
only  be  given  where  the  institution  is  prepared  to 
find  one-third  of  the  money  from  other  sources 
and  wishes  to  borrow  the  remaining  two-thirds 
upon  security  of  the  land  and  improvements 
belonging  to  it. 

14.  Among  the  developments  contemplated  by 
the  Commission  is  the  establishment  of  an  Indus- 
trial School  at  Kakamas.  Such  a  school  would  be 
under  the  Education  Department,  and  any  grants 
to  this  and  other  educational  establishments  in 
the  place  would  be  made  under  the  regulations  of 
that  Department.  In  this  connection  your  Com- 
mittee would  make  this  general  recommendation, 
that  promising  Poor  White  children  should  be 
encouraged  to  devote  themselves  to  the  teaching 
profession  and  that,  in  the  selection  of  teachers 
for  Poor  White  children  throughout  the  Colony, 
preference  should  be  given  to  those  who  have 
emerged  from  that  class  themselves.  Your  Com- 
mittee is  further  of  opinion  that  in  Industrial 
Schools  to  1)0  established  at  Kakamas  and  other 
similar  institutions  special  attention  should  be 
given  to  instruction  in  practical  and  scientific 
agriculture. 

15.  Your  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  the 
further  settlement  of  Indigent  Whites  in  labour 
colonies  similar  to  that  of  Kakamas,  is  a  work 
urgently  needed,  and  is  a  proper  subject  for  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  by  the  Government. 
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As  to  Kakamas,  your  Committee  recommends  that 
a  further  loan  on  the  Sinking  Fund  principle  be 
made  as  soon  as  possible,  so  as  to  admit  of  the 
immediate  increase  in  the  number  of  settlers. 
Those  settlers  would  at  first  be  employed  in  the 
construction  of  the  additional  waterworks,  and,  if 
found  industrious  workmen,  they  would  be  ad- 
mitted to  share  in  the  privileges  of  the  Institution. 
As  to  the  establishment  of  other  similar  institu- 
tions, your  Committee  would  recommend  that 
steps  be  taken  by  Government  to  make  definitely 
known  what  land,  irrigable  or  n  on -irrigable,  is 
available  and  best  suited  for  labour  settlements. 
Your  Committee  would  further  recommend  that 
the  assistance  proposed  in  the  case  of  the  Dutch 
Eeformed  Church  should  be  open  to  any  other 
religious  body  of  approved  standing,  which  can 
show  that  it  is  in  a  position  to  carry  on  work 
similar  to  that  of  Kakamas. 

16.  In  regard  to  the  tenure  upon  which  Poor 
Whites  should  hold  the  land  on  which  they  are 
settled,  your  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  no 
general  rule  should  be  laid  down  for  all  settle- 
ments. It  would,  no  doubt,  be  in  some  respects 
desirable  that  eYevj  settler  should  be  the  owner  of 
his  allotment,  or  at  all  events  have  the  prospect  of 
some  day  becoming  the  owner,  but  in  many  cases 
it  might  be  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of 
proper  supervision  and  discipline  that  the  settlers 
should  not  be  the  absolute  owners  of  the  land 
occupied  by  them.  If  once  they  are  allowed  to 
become  owners,  it  would  be  difficult  to  prevent 
them  from  selling  the  land  and,  when  outsiders 
are  indiscriminately  admitted,  they  would  find 
the  regulations  extremely  irksome,  and  the  work 
of  reclaiming  the  settlers  from  former  habits  of 
indolence  or  vice  would  be  very  much  im- 
peded. Industrious  men  who  have  laid  by 
money  at  such  an  institution  would  themselves  be 
ambitious  to  leave  the  place  and  improve  their 
position  by  buying  land  elsewhere,  of  which  they 


XIV 


would  become  the  absolute  owners.  The  coloniza- 
tion of  the  Kalahari  by  men  of  that  stamp  would 
prove  a  boon  to  them,  and  a  real  benefit  to  the 
Colony.  Your  Committee  would  recommend  that 
in  the  case  of  settlers  tlius  in  a  position  to  leave 
the  Labour  Colony  special  facilities  should  be 
afforded  by  Governinent  for  their  re-settle- 
ment with  individual  tenure.  The  grant  of 
Government  assistance  to  religious  bodies  should 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  be 
conditional  either  on  their  granting  a  free- 
hold title  to  the  settlers  or  on  their  witholding 
such  title,  but  each  case  should  be  decided  on  its  own 
merits.  In  the  case  of  Kakamas  there  is  practical 
fixity  of  tenure,  the  only  condition  being  good  be- 
haviour. If  this  provision  is  carried  out  in  good 
faith  it  will  be  impossible  to  oust  any  settler  who 
observes  the  few  simple  regulations  of  the  estab- 
lishment. If  it  is  not  carried  out  in  good  faith,  the 
settler  would  have  his  remedy  in  a  Court  of  law. 

17.  Your  Committee  has  not  had  the  advantage 
of  having  a  conference  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Honourable  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the 
"  Poor  AYhites  "  question,  but  it  has  enjoyed  the 
opportunity  of  reading  the  valuable  evidence 
given  before  that  Committee,  and  it  has  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  recommendations  of  the 
two  Committees  will  be  substantially  the  same. 

18.  In  conclusion,  your  Committee  would  recom- 
mend that,  in  the  selection  of  schemes  for  which 
Government  assistance  is  sought,  three  conditions 
should  be  insisted  upon  as  essential.  Firstly,  that 
the  religious  body  applying  for  aid  should  show 
its  own  faith  in  the  undertaking  by  finding  at 
least  one-third  of  the  required  capital  independ- 
ently of  any  Government  aid.  Secondly,  that  the 
regulations  of  the  Institution  should  provide, 
amongst  other  things,  for  a  thorough  industrial  as 
well  as  intellectual  training  of  the  youth  in  such 
settlements  ;  and  thirdly,  that  inspectors  duly 
authorized  by  Government  should   be   permitted 


XV 


from  time  to  time  to  visit  the  institutions  in  order 
to  ascertain  whether  the  objects  for  which  assist- 
ance has  been  granted  are  being  sympathetically 
and  faithfully  carried  out.  If,  by  the  adoption 
of  the  proposals  of  your  Committee,  subject 
to  all  the  safeguards  which  have  been  recom- 
mended, the  Poor  Whites  of  this  Colony  can  be 
converted  into  industrious  citizens,  and  their 
children  brought  up  in  habits  of  thrift  and  indus- 
try, the  country  will  never  have  reason  to  regret 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  which  forms 
part  of  your  Committee's  recommendations. 


Committee  Eoom, 

Legislative  Council, 
11th  July,  1906. 


J.  H.  DE  YILLIERS, 

Chairman. 
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RAPPORT 


VAN  HET 

SELECT  COMITE,  aangesteld  op  orders  van  den 
Kaad,  gedateerd  den  SOsten  Mei,  den  7den 
Juni  den  14den  Juni,  en  den  18den  Juni  1906. 
om  onderzoek  te  doen  naar  en  rapport  te  doen 
over  de  wensclielijklieid  van  liet  stichten  van 
Arbeids  Kolonies  voor  Arme  Elanken  door 
het  Gouvernement  en  nieer  bijzonder  over  de 
beste  wijzen  oni  zoodanige  personen,  onder 
toezicht,  op  het  land  te  plaatsen,  of  anderszins 
de  zaak  te  behandelen,  met  een  Comite  van  de 
Wetgevende  A^ergadering  te  raadplegen  en 
drukproeven  van  verklaringen  met  hen  te 
wisselen  ;  getuigenis  in  te  winnen  en  macht  te 
hebben  om  papieren  te  vragen  ;  het  Comite  te 
bestaan  uit  Zijx  Edelen  den  President,  de 
heeren  Kohlee,  Powell,  Michau  en  Geaaff 
(den  Yoorsteller). 

Uw  Comite,  zorgvuldig  overwogen  hebbende  de 
zaken  naar  hen  verwezen  voor  onderzoek  en  rap- 
port, wenscht  het  volgende  te  rapporteeren  : — 

1.  Door  de  term  ''  Arme  J^lanken,"  verstaat  uw 
Comite,  dat  de  Raad  bedoelt  Britsche  onderdanen 
A^an  Eiiropoeschen  oorsprong,  die  in  dezo  Kolonie 
woonachtig  zijn  en  ^lie  tot  een  toestand  van  groote 
armoede  zijngebracht,  waaruit  zij  niet  in  staatzijn 
zichzelven  of  hunne  families  op  te  heft'en,  zonder 
hulp  van  buiten. 

2.  Ongelukkig,  zijn  de  opgavcn  voor  uw  Comite 
niet  genoegzaam  volledig  om  hen  in  staat  te  stellen 
het  juiste  aantal  van  zoodanige  inwoners  aan  te 
gcven  doc'li  door  hot  gcgeven  getuigenis  is  uw 
Comite  ervan  overtuigd  dat  het  getal  groot  is  en 
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zich  van  jaar  tot  jaar  vermeerdert  en  dat  tenzij 
kraclitige  pogingen  aangewend  worden  oni  liun 
een  helpende  hand  aan  te  bieden,  veleii  van  hen  in 
een  toestand  van  hulpelooze  armoede  zullen  ge- 
raken,  terwijl  anderen  geheel  en  al  gedemoraliseerd 
zullen  worden  en  alien  te  zamen  zullen  zij  een 
zwaren  last  voor  de  belastingbetalers  worden. 

8.  Er  zijn  vele  oorzakcn,  die  bijgedragen  hebben 
tot  de  vermeerdering  van  het  getal  Arme 
Blanken,  de  voornaamste  van  deze  oorzaken  is  het 
gebrek  aan  opvoeding.  De  kinderen  van  vele 
ouders.  die  in  dun  bevolkte  distrikten  wonen 
werden  toegelaten  in  onkunde  op  te  groeien  en 
hebben  niet  geleerd  de  waardigheid  van  eeiiijken 
arbeid,  de  waarde  van  tijd  of  het  uiterst  gewicht 
van  nijverheid  en  ijver  in  het  verrichten  van  hun 
dagelijksche  plichten,  te  waardeeren. 

4.  Andere  oorzaken,  die  bijgedragen  hebben  tot 
het  getal,  zijn  de  uitbreiding  van  spoor vvegen 
geweest,  waardoor  nienigten  van  karreweiers 
buiten  werk  zijn  gesteld,  de  onderverdeeling  van 
boerenplaatsen  niet  geschikt  om  vele  families  te 
onderhouden,  waardoor  de  minder  ijverige  bezitters 
genoodzaakt  waren,  naar  een  ander  beroep  uit  te 
zien,  en  in  sommige  gevallen  onmatigheid  aan  de 
zijde  van  individuen,  die  geleid  hebben  tot  de 
verarming  en  ondergang  van  dezulken  die  voor 
hun  onderhoud  van  hen  afhankelijk  waren. 

5.  In  zoo  verre  de  armoede  van  de  Arme  Blanken 
het  gevolg  is  van  onkunde,  heeft  uw  Comitd  alle 
reden  te  hopen  dat  door  de  krachtiger  pogingen, 
die  worden  aangewend  om  de  voorrechten  van 
opvoeding  over  het  land  uit  te  breiden,  dit  euvel 
van  jaar  tot  jaar  verminderen  zai.  Die  pogingen 
behooren,  indien  mogelijk,  vermeerderd  te  worden, 
en  uw  Comite  is  van  gevoelen  dat  een  groot  w^erk 
voor  Leeraren  der  Godsdienst  ligt,  door  er  op  aan 
te  dringen  bij  de  meer  achterlijke  leden  van  hunne 
verschillende  gemeenten  dat  er  geen  ware  Gods- 
dienst bestaan  kan,  zonder  nijverheid  en  soberheid 
en  dat  geen  man,  vrouw  of  kind,  verlaagd  wordt 

[C.  3— •Oe.]-INDIGENT  WHITES.  •   R 
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door  hot  verricliten  van  oorlijk  handen  werk. 
Ondei'wijzei'S  in  do  school  kunnen  ook  veel  in  deze 
richting  teweegbrengen. 

6.  Doch  terwijl  pogingon  worden  aangewend, 
oni  den  zedolijken  toon  van  do  Anne  Blanken  te 
Yerhoogen  en  hunne  kinderen  op  te  voeden,  blijft 
de  nieer  dringende  kwestie,  wat  nioet  gcdaan 
worden  oni  hulp  te  verleenen  aan  dezulken  die 
niet  de  dadelijke  middolen  van  onderhoud  be- 
zitten  voor  zich  zelven  en  hunne  familie.  Yelen 
van  deze  ongelukkigen,  zijn  in  steden  te  lande 
gekomen  en  het  gevolg  van  hunne  aanraking  met 
stedelingon,  is  in  vole  gevallen  geweest  om  hen 
gemeenzaani  te  niaken  met  de  ondeugden  van  het 
stadsleven,  zonder  bij  hen  de  vergoedende  deugden 
in  te  boezomen,  die  in  alle  steden  worden  gevonden. 
Yoor  arme  menschen,  die  van  het  land  zijn  ge- 
komen, moot  het  leven  in  de  stad,  zonder  eenig 
ambacht,  handwork  of  ander  eerlijke  roeping 
altijd  demoraliseerend  zijn  en  het  beste  dat  voor 
hen  kan  worden  gedaan,  is,  hen,  indien  mogelijk, 
op  het  land  terug  te  brengen. 

7.  Yoor  dezulken,  die  in  staat  zijn,  het  eon  of 
ander  handwork  te  doon,  kan  eon  uitmuntonde 
opening  worden  verschaft  door  hen  op  do  Gouver- 
nements  werken  on  in  do  verschillonde  spoor weg- 
werkplaatsen  der  Kolonie  in  dienst  te  nemen. 
De  proefneming  in  de  Uitenhaagsche  work- 
plaatsen  bowijst  dat  doze  personen,  na  bohoorlijke 
oploiding.  excellento  worktuigkundigen  worden 
en    niet    ongunstig    afstokon    bij     geimporteerdo 

vragen246-36G:  liedou.  Dc  hcor  Thomtou,  de  locomotioven  Super- 
intendent van  het  Middollandsche  Si30orweg 
Stolsol,  in  het  kost])are  getuigonis,  door  hem  mot 
botrokking  tot  doze  zaak  gegovon,  zegt,  dat  hij  ziju 
grooteinrichting  drijlt  hoofdzakelijk  mot  Koloniale 
marinon.  in  antwoord  op  de  vraag,  of,  do  voor- 
waarden  in  aanmorking  nemondo,  dc  voornaamste 
waarvan,  vorholpon  kunnen  worden,  hij  zou  kun- 
nen zeggen  dat  do  Koloniale  mannon  tamclijk  be- 
vredigend   zijn.   zeidc   hij    "ja,  zckor".     "  En  zoo 
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deze  voorwaarden,  zooals  voorafgaande  opvoeding 
en  opleidino  verschaft  konden  worden,  denkt  u 
dat  zij  geheel  en  al  bevredigend  zoudenzijn  ?  "  Ja, 
geheel  en  al  bevredigend,  was  zijn  antwoord.  Uw 
Coniite  zou  willen  aanbevelen  dat  deze  proef- 
neniing,  met  zooveel  succes  te  Uitenhage  begonnen, 
uitgebreid  behoort  te  worden  en  op  een  medegevoe- 
lende  wijze  worden  toegepast  op  alle  Gouvernenients 
werken,  en  nieer  bepaald  op  al  de  werkplaatsen 
van  liet  Spoorweg  Departement.  Uw  Comite  is 
verder  van  gevoelen  dat  voor  werk,  zooals  dat  van 
bandietenwacliten,  konstabels  en  spoorweg  be- 
ambten,  nitmuntend  niateriaal  gevonden  zal  word- 
en in  de  klasse,  bekend  als  "  De  Arme  Blanken  ". 

8.  Het  is  duidelijk  uit  liet  getuigenis  van  den 
Heer  Thornton  dat  de  beste  werkslieden  en  werk- 
tuigkundigen  dezulken  zijn,  die  een  voorloopige 
industrieele  opleiding  liebben  geliad.  Yoor  het 
doel  van  zoodanige  industrieele  opleiding,  levert 
de  Industrieele  School  te  Uitenhage  een  nuttig 
model.  Onder  het  medegevoelend  bestuur  van 
den  Heer  McJannett,  op  wiens  getuigenis  uw 
Comite  de  speciale  aandacbt  van  den  Eaad  wenscht 
te  vestigen,  doet  die  school  een  werk,  het  gewicht , , 
waarvan  niet  overschat  kan  worden.  Hij  zegt,  vraken36749i: 
dat  hij  slechts  78  jongens  op  de  rol  heeft,  doch  dat 
het  even  zoo  gemakkelijk  voor  hem  zijn  zal  omeen 
inrichting  te  bestieren  met  400  als  met  80  jongens, 
en  dat  met  een  uitgaaf  van  een  paar  dulzencl 
ponden,  de  werkplaatsen  en  kostschool  departe- 
ment uitgebreid  kunnen  worden,  ten  einde  dubbel 
het  tegenwoordige  getal  van  jongens  te  accommo- 
deeren.  Uw  Comite  is  van  gevoelen  dat  geen 
nuttiger  hulj)  ter  oplossing  van  de  kwestie  van  de 
arme  blanken,  kan  worden  verleend,  dan  de 
noodige  fondsen  voor  te  schieten  aan  de  be- 
stierders  van  de  Uitenhaagsche  Industrieele  School 
en  elke  mogelijke  aanmoodiging  te  geven  aan 
de  oprichting  van  dergelijke  scholen  in  andere 
deelen  van  het  land,  waar  zij  noodig  zijn.  Uw 
Comite,  daarenboven,  is  van  opinio  dat  industrieele 
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scholen  voor  meisjes  aangemoediod  beliooren  te 
worden  door  hen  te  helpen  met  toelagen  op  de- 
zelfde  begiiisels,  als  die  aangenomen,  ten  opziclite 
van  de  jongens  school  te  Uitenliage. 

9.  Met  betrekking  tot  kinderen,  die  niet  oud 
genoeg  zijn  oni  naar  de  Industrieele  School  te 
worden  gezonden,  bestaat  er  een  AVet  van  het 
Paiiement,  wier  strekking  wijd  genoeg  is,  oni 
kinderen  onder  15  jaren  in  te  sluiten,  van  Euro- 
peesche  ouders,  wiens  vader,  nioeder,  of  wettige 
voogd  niet  in  staat  is  voorziening  te  maken  voor 
hun  onderhoud  en  opvoeding.  De  Wet  (24  van 
1895)  machtigt  den  Kolonialen  Secretaris,  op  het 
rapport  van  den  Eesident  Magistraat,  zoodanige 
kinderen  aan  zulk  een  geschikte  inrichting  toe  te 
vcrtrouwen,  als  door  den  Kolonialen  Secretaris 
moge  worden  goedgekeurd,  en  indien  de  ouders, 
later,  genoegzame  middelen  hebben  om  het  bedrag 
ter  verlichting  be  steed,  terug  te  betalen,  kunnen 
zij  daartoe  worden  genoodzaakt.  Het  getuigonis 
van  Miss  Moller,  de  huismoeder  van  het  te  Huis 
voor  Arme  Meisjes  te  Graaff-Eeinet,  toont  aan  dat 
inrichtingen  zooals  die  door  de  Wet  bedoeld,  van 
een  of  ander  hulp  kunnen  zijn  in  de  oplossing  van 
de  kwestie  der  ''  Arme  Blanken."  De  meisjes 
worden  gered  van  onwenschelijke  en  in  menige 
gevallen  van  onzedelijke  omgevingcn  en  worden 
opgeleid  voor  huiswerk,  ten  einde  nuttig  te  zijn 
als  helpers  voor  moeders. 

Miss  Moller  zegt  dat  de  Wet  ietwat  streng  uitge- 
Icgd  is  ge worden,  zoodat  zij  verhinderde  de  op- 
name  van  kinderen,  voor  wie  het  zeer  wenschelijk 
zou  zijn,  van  omgevingcn  te  worden  verwijderd^ 
waarin  zij  nooit  leeren  zullen  om  te  werken,  doch 
aangemoedigd  worden  de  paden  der  ondeugd 
te  kiezen.  Het  zou  niet  moeiolijk  zijn  om  de  Wet 
te  amendeeren,  ten  einde  de  duidelijkcbedoelingen 
van  do  wetgevende  maclit  uit  te  A^oorcn,  doch  tot- 
dat  zoodanige  amcndement  aangebracht  wordt,  zou 
uw  Comito  will  on  aanbevelen  dat  de  AVet  door  de 
autoriteiten  uitgelegd  worde  met  de  grootste  vrij- 
beid. 
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10.  Yerv^olgens,  koniencle  tot  de  zeer  gewiclitige 
kwestie  van  de  beste  middolen  voor  het  vestigen 
yan  arme  blanken  op  het  land,  nierkt  uw  Comite 
op.  dat  de  volkplanting  te  Kakamas  een  nuttig 
voorbeeld  oplevert  met  betrekking  tot  wat  in  deze 
richting  kan  worden  gedaan  door  ijver,  synipathie 
met  dezulken  die  gaarne  geholpen  willen  worden 
en  door  de  aan wending  van  beziglieids  methoden 
ter  oplossing  van  de  kwestie.  Het  bestuur  van 
deze  zoogenaamde  "Arbeids  Kolonie,"  is  in  de 
handen  van  een  Commissie,  aangesteld  door  de 
synode  van  de  Nederduitsche  Gereformeerde  Kerk, 
doch  er  is  geen  reden,  waarom  dergelijke  kolonies, 
door  andere  godsdienstige  sectengesticht,  nietdoor 
het  Gouvernement  geholpen  en  onderhouden  zul- 
len  worden.  Geestdrift  tot  de  zaak,  is  noodig  om 
zoodanige  inrichting  een  succes  te  maken 
en  de  vereischte  goestdrift  zal  slechts  bij 
godsdienstige  lichamen  worden  ge  von  den,  wier 
leeraren  zich  met  hart  en  ziel  wijden  aan 
het  werk,  om  hun  medemenschen  op  te  heffen 
uit  de  duisternis  tot  het  licht.  Te  Kakamas  kan 
elke  blanke  persoon  met  een  familie,  zich  vestigen, 
die  in  staat  is  te  werken  en  een  certificaat  van 
armoede  tezamen  met  dat  van  goed  gedrao-  kan 


toonen.  Dezulken  die  geholpen  hebben  om  de 
watervoor  te  maken,  hebben  de  voorkeur.  De 
Commissie  draagt  al  de  onkosten  in  verband  met 
het  werk,  betaalt  de  arbeidors  drie  shillings  per 
dag,  veroorlooft  vrij  weiden  aan  dezulken,  die  een 
weinig  groot  of  kleinvee  bezitten  en  verschaft 
levensmiddelen  en  kleeding  tegen  de  laagste 
prijzen.  De  bouwbare  landen  worden  in  erven 
verdeeld,  de  uitgebreidheid  vanelkzijnde  omtrent 
zes  of  zeven  morgen.  Het  overgemaakte  land 
blijft  het  eigendom  van  den  persoon  aan  wien  het 
overgemaakt  is,  zoolang  zijn  gedrag  goed  is 
en  hij  mag  zijn  opvolger  in  titol  benoemen, 
of  hij  mag  het  land  opgeven  of  het  verhuren, 
onderworpen  aan  de  goedkeuring  van  de  Com- 
missie.    Een  jaarlijksche  hu.ur  van  £2  10s.  Od.  tot 
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£10  is  betaalbaar  op  den  ISden  Janiiari  van  elk 
jaar.  Do  instandhonding  van  do  watervoor  is  de 
gczanienlijke  plicht  van  de  erfliouders.  Land- 
loopors  mogen  de  Arbcids  Iv clonics  niet  binnen 
komcn.  gedwongen  ondcrwijs  wordt  gehandhaafd 
en  de  verkoop  van  bedwehnende  dranken  woi'dt 
verboden.  In  geval  van  een  verbreking  van  de 
regels,  mag  de  Coniniissie  zicli  bedienen  van  de 
volgendc  strafmiddelen :  (1)  Persoonlijke  waar- 
scliuwing  ;  (2)  Een  boete  van  niet  meer  dan  £5  ; 
(3)  Uitzetting  uit  de  Kolonie.  In  geval  van  con- 
fiscatie,  meet  conipensatie  door  de  Conimissie 
worden  betaald  voor  gebouwen. 

11.  De  Comniissie  heeft  door  aankooping  ver- 
schillende  plaatsen  in  de  nabijheid  van  de  Oranje 
Eivier  verkregen,  docli  de  drie  plaatsen,  Kakamas, 
Zoetap  en  Neus,  waarop  de  kolonie  zelve  aange- 
legd  is,  zijn  van  het  Gonvernement  verkregen, 
allioewel  geen  sclienkingen  plaatsgevondenliebben. 
Zoodanige  sclienkingen  zouden  geschieden  op  voor- 
waarde  dat  de  Arbeids  Kolonie  een  succes  zou  zijn. 
Zoo  vor  terug  als  1903,  was  Dr.  Nobbs,  Landbonw- 
kundige  Assistent,  in  staat  te  rapporteeren  dat 
"  het  nu  kan  worden  gczegd  zonder  een  zweeni  van 
twijfel  dat  het  succes  van  de  Arbeids  Kolonie 
verzekerd  is,  maar  het  kan  nog  niet  worden  gezegd 
dat  het  verwczcnlijkt  is."  Uw  Comite  is  van 
gevoelen  dat  sedert  dion  tijd,  succes  behaald  is  en 
dat  de  Comniissie  nu  wel  gerechtigd  is  om  schenk- 
ingen  te  bekomen  A^an  de  drie  genoemde  plaatsen. 
Grenzende  aaii  een  van  hen  is  do  Gouvernements 
plaats  Hartebeest  liivier  Mond,  een  deel  waarvan 
met  de  Kakamas  voor  besproeid  kan  worden  en  in 
in  de  rivier  grenzende  aan  de  Arbeids  Kolonie  is 
een  eiland,  Paarden  Eihind  genoemd,  hetwelk  ook 
besproeid  kan  worden  door  een  verlengde  voor. 
Er  is  de  vraag  of  het  Eiland  niet  alreeds  aan  de 
Comniissie  behoort,  wegens  de  transporten  A^an  de 
plaatsen  door  hen  gekoclit,  docli  daar  het  de 
opinio  is  van  don  Landmeter-Generaal  dat  het 
Eiland  nog  aan  het  Gouvernement  behoort,  heeft 
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uw  Comite  aangenomen  dat  de  Conimissie  niet 
de  eigenaars  zijn.  Uw  Comite  is  echter  van 
gevoeien  dat  oni  het  succes  van  de  Kolonie 
te  voltooien  en  grootelijks  de  sfeer  van  haar  nut 
uit  te  breiden,  behooren  vrije  sclienkingen  van  de 
plaats  en  het  Eiland  aan  de  Comniissie  te  geschied- 
en.  Met  betrekking,  echter,  tot  deze  twee  schenk- 
ingen  en  tot  alle  schenkingen,  die  in  de  toekonist 
aan  godsdienstige  lichamen  mogen  geschieden,  met 
het  doel  om  Arnie  Blanken  op  zoodanige  plaatsen  te 
vestigen,  zou  uw  Comite  willen  aanbevelen,  de  in- 
voeging  in  de  schenkingen  van  een  voorwaarde,  dat 
het  land  zal  worden  gebruikt  slechts  voor  het  doel, 
waarvoor  het  toegekend  werd  en  bij  gebreke  hier- 
van,  dat  het  aan  het  Gouvernement  zal  terugvallen. 
12.  Het  zou  de  Comniissie  onmogelijk  geweest 
zijn,  om  de  resultaten  te  weeg  te  brengen,  alreeds 
behaald,  zonder  de  uitgaaf  van  een  zeer  groote  som 
gelds.  Het  werk  van  de  waterleidingen  uit  de 
Oranjeliiviertemaken,  werd  echter  zeer  economisch 
gedaan.  De  arbeid  van  de  Arme  Blanken  zelven 
werd  voor  dat  doel  gebruikt  en  een  werk,  dat  ge- 
schat  werd  meer  dan  i29,000  te  zullen  kosten,  werd 
in  de  werkelijkheid  voor  slechts  £5,500  gedaan.  Om 
de  Comniissie  te  helpen  in  hare  pogingen,  werd  de 
de  som  van  £3,500  door  het  Gouvernement  voor- 
geschoten  als  een  leening  onder  de  Besproeiings 
Wet  en  de  Comniissie  heeft  uit  andere  bronnen  de 
som  van  £20,000  bekomen,  die  tezamen  met  andere 
sonimen,  verkregen  door  niiddel  van  bijdragen 
voor  verbeteringen  besteed  werden.  Uw  Comite 
is  overtuigd  door  het  ingewonnen  getuigenis,  dat 
met  een  verdere  uitgaaf  van  omtrent  £30,000, 
enorme  verbeteringen  gemaakt  kuiinen  worden, 
en  de  middelen  kunneii  worden  verschaft  om  nog 
omtrent  400  families  op  het  eigendom  te  plaatsen. 
Het  geld  zal  worden  besteed  ter  veiienging  van  de 
watervoren  en  tot  het  gebruik  van  het  water 
voor  electrische  kracht  voor  industricele  doeleinden 
in  verband  met  de  Industricele  School,  zoo  aan- 
stonds  te  worden  genoemd. 
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l.S.  Het  zoo  tot  oTOot  voordcel  voor  dezc  inricli- 
ting  en  anclere  dergolijke  iiiriclitingen  zijn,  dat  de 
voorschotten  voor  verbctcringoii  gescliiedcn  op  hot 
Aniortisatie  Fonds  bcginsel  en  dit  kaii  slcchts  door 
hot  Gonvernement  worden  gedaan.  In  zoo  verre 
de  Besproeiings  Wet  niet  van  toepassing  is,  is 
wetgeving  noodig,  en  uw  Comite  beveelt  aan  dat 
zoodanige  wetgeving  dadelijk  wordt  ingediend. 
Uw  Comite  is  van  gevoelen,  dat  zoodanige  liulp 
door  het  Gonvernement  zal  worden  verleend  slechts 
in  het  geval,  waar  de  inrichting  bereid  is,  om  een- 
derde  van  het  geld  uit  andere  bronnen  te  vinden 
en  begeerig  is,  om  de  overblijvende  twee-derden  te 
leenen  op  securiteit  van  het  land  en  de  verbeter- 
ingen  erop. 

14.  Onder  de  verbeteringen  voorgenomen  door 
de  Commissie  is  de  stichting  van  een  Indus- 
trieele  School  te  Kakamas.  Zoodanige  school 
zal  staan  onder  het  Opvoedings  Departement 
en  eenige  toelagen  aan  deze  en  andere  oj)voed- 
ings  inrichtingen  op  de  plaats.  zullen  onder 
de  regulaties  van  het  Departement  geschieden. 
In  verband  hiermede  beveelt  uw  Commissie, 
in  het  algemeen  aan,  dat  veelbelovende  Arme 
Witte  kinderen  aangemoedigd  behooren  te  wor- 
den om  zich  te  wijden  aan  het  onderwijs  ambt 
en  dat  in  de  kenze  van  onderwijzers  voor  Arme 
Witte  kinderen  in  de  Kolonio,  voorkeur  behoort  te 
worden  gegeven  aan  degenen,  die  zelven  uit  die 
klasse  gekomen  zijn.  Uw  Comite  is  verder  van 
opinio  dat  in  de  Industrieele  Scholen  te  worden 
gesticht  te  Kakamas  en  andere  dergelijke  inricht- 
ingen, hijzondere  aandacht  gegeven  behoort  te 
worden  aan  practische  en  wetenschappelijke  land- 
bouw. 

15.  Uw  Comite  is  van  gevoelen,  dat  de  verdere 
nederzetting  van  Arme  l>lanken  in  arbeids 
kolonies,  gelijk  aan  die  van  Kakamas,  een  work  is, 
dat  hoogst  noodig  is  en  een  belioorlijk  voorwerp  is 
voor  het  bestcden  van  publieke  geld  door  het 
Gouvernement. 
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Met  betrekking  tot  Kakamas,  beveelt  uw  Comite 
aan,  dat  een  verclere  leening  op  het  Amortisatie 
Foncls  Beginsel  zoo  spoedig  mogelijk,  geschieden 
zal,  'ten  einde  een  dadelijke  vermeerdering 
in  het  getal  van  kolonisten  te  weeg  te  brengen. 
Deze  kolonisten  zullen  eerst  worden  gebruikt  in 
den  bouw  van  de  additioneele  waterwerken,  en 
zoo  zij  vlijtigewerklieden  worden  bevonden,  zullen 
zij  worden  toegelaten  om  in  de  voorrechten  van  de 
Inricliting  te  deelen.  Wat  aangaat  de  stichting 
van  andere  dergelijke  inrichtingen,  beveelt  uw 
Comite  aan  dat  stappen  door  het  Gouvernement 
worden  genomen,  om  definitief  bekend  te  stellen, 
welk  land,  besproeibaar  of  niet  besproeibaar,  be- 
schikbaar  is  en  het  best  geschikt  is  voor  arbeid 
kolonies.  Uw  Comite  beveelt  ook  aan  dat  de  hulp, 
voorgesteld,  in  het  geval  van  de  Nederduitsche 
Gereformeerde  Kerk,  beschikbaar  zijn  zal  voor 
eenig  ander  godsdienstige  lichaam,  van  goeden 
stand,  dat  aantoonen  kan,  dat  het  in  een  positie  is 
om  een  werk  voort  te  zetten,  gelijk  dat  van 
Kakamas. 

16.  Met  betrekking  tot  de  wijze  van  bezit,  waar- 
naar  de  arme  blanken  het  land  houden  zullen, 
waarop  zij  gevestigd  zijn,  is  uw  Comite  van 
gevoelen  dat  geen  algemeene  regel  voor  alle 
volkplantingen,  neergelegd  behoort  te  worden. 
Het  zou,  in  sommige  opzichten  wenschelijk 
zijn,  dat  elke  kolonist  de  eigenaar  zou  zijn 
van  zijn  stuk  land,  of  in  eenig  geval  het  voor- 
uitzicht  heeft  eenmaal  de  eigenaar  ervan  te 
worden,  doch  in  vele  gevallen  mocht  het  noodig 
zijn  voor  de  handhaving  van  behoorlijk  toezicht 
en  tucht  dat  de  kolonisten  niet  de  absolute  eige- 
naars  worden  van  het  land,  door  hen  bewoond. 
Indien  zij  eenmaal  toegelaten  worden  eigenaar s  te 
worden,  zou  het  moeielijk  zijn,  hen  te  verhinderen 
het  land  te  verkoopen,  en  wanneer  vreemdelingen, 
zonder  onderscheid,  worden  binnen  gelaten,  zullen 
zij  de  regulaties  uiterst  lastig  vinden  en  het 
werk  om  kolonisten  van  vroegere  gewoonten  der 
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luilieid  of  oudeuo'd  te  verlossen,  zou  zeer  belem- 
merd  worden.  Ij  veriqe  personen,  die  oeld  fyos^Daard 
hebbeu  in  zoodanigc  iurichtiiig,  zoudon  zelven 
eergierig  zijn,  om  de  plaats  te  veiiaten  en  liun 
positie  te  verbeteren,  door  land  elders  te  koopen, 
waarvan  zij  de  absolute  cigenaars  zullen  worden. 
De  kolonisatie  van  de  Kalahari  door  personen  van 
dat  slag,  zou  een  zegen  voor  hen  en  een  waar 
voordeel  voor  de  Kolonie  zijn.  Uw  Comite 
beveelt  aan,  dat  in  het  geval  van  kolonisten, 
die  alzoo  in  een  positie  zijn  om  de  Arbeids 
Kolonie,  te  verlaten,  speciale  gunstige  gelegen- 
heden,  door  het  Gouvernenient  verschaft  be- 
hooren  te  worden,  voor  hunne  wedernederzetting 
met  persoonliik  bezit.  De  toekenning  van  hulp, 
door  het  Gouvernement  aan  godsdienstige  licha- 
men,  behooren  niet  naar  het  govoelen  van  uw 
Comite  voorwaardelijk  te  zijn,  hetzij  bij  het  toe- 
kennen  door  hetzelve  A^an  een  vrijgoed  grondbrief 
aan  de  kolonisten  of  bij  het  terughouden  van  zoo- 
danige  grondbrief  door  hetzelve,  doch  elke  zaak 
moet  beslist  worden  op  haar  eigen  merieten.  In 
het  geval  van  Kakamas,  bestaat  er  een  vastheid. 
van  huurbezit,  de  eenige  voorwaarde  zijnde  goed 
gedrag.  Indien  deze  voorwaarde,  getrouw  uit- 
gevoerd  wordt,  zal  het  onmogelijk  zij  eenigen 
kolonist  uit  te  drijven,  die  de  weinige  eenvou- 
dige  regulaties  van  de  inrichting  in  acht  neemt. 
Indien  dezelve  niet  in  goed  vertrouwen  uitgevocrd 
wordt,  zou  de  kolonist  verhaal  kunnen  vindcn  bij 
de  Gerechtshoven. 

17.  Uw  Comite  heeft  niet  het  voorrecht  gehad, 
een  conferentie  te  hebben  met  het  Comite  van  de 
Edele  Wetgevende  Vergadering  over  de  kwestie  der 
"Arme  Jjlanken,"  doch  het  heeft  het  voorrecht 
genoten  om  het  kostbare  getuigenis  voor  dat  Comite 
gegeven,  te  lezen  en  het  heeft  elke  reden  te  ge- 
looven  dat  de  aanbevelingen  van  de  twee  Comites 
wezenlijk  dezelfde  zullen  zijn. 

18.  Ten  slotte,  zou  uw  Comite  willen  aanbevelen 
dat  in  de  keuze  van  schema's,  waarvoor  Gouverne- 
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ments  hulp  gezoclit  wordt,  clrie  voorwaarden  als 
essentieel  op  aangedrongen  moeten  worden.  Ten 
eerste,  dat  het  godsdienstige  lichaani,  dat  om 
hulp  verzoekt,  zijn  eigen  vertrouwen  in  de  onder- 
neming  zal  moeten  toonen,  door  minstens  een- 
derde  van  het  vereischte  kapitaal  te  vinden,  on- 
afhankelijk  van  eenig  Gouvernements  hulp. 
Ten  tweede,  dat  de  regulaties  van  de  inrichting 
voorziening  zullen  moeten  maken,  onder  andere 
dingen,  voor  een  grondige  industrieele,  zoowel  als 
voor  een  intellectueele  opleidmg  van  de  jeugd  in 
zoodanige  volkplantingen. 

En  ten  derde,  dat  inspecteurs,  behoorlijk  ge- 
machtigd  door  het  Gouvernement,  van  tijd  tot  tijd 
veroorloofd  zullen  worden  om  de  inrichtingen  te 
bezoeken,  ten  einde  te  weten  te  komen  of  de  doel- 
einden  waarvoor  hulp  verleend  werd,  op  een 
medegevoelende  en  getrouwe  wijze  werden  uit- 
gevoerd.  Indien,  door  de  aanname  van  de  voorstel- 
len  van  uw  Comite  onderworpen  aan  al  de  bescher- 
mingsmiddelen,  die  aanbevolen  werden,  de  Arme 
Blanken  vandezeKolonietot  ijverige  inwonerskun- 
nen  worden  gemaakt,  en  hunne  kinderen  opgeleid 
worden  in  spaarzaamheid  en  nij verheid,  zal  het  land 
nooit  reden  hebben  om  de  uitgaaf  van  publieke 
geld  voor  dat  doel  te  betreuren,  het  welk  een  deel 
uitmaakt  van  de  aanbevelingen  van  uw  Comite. 

J.  H.  DE  YILLIEES, 

Yoorzitter. 


Comite  Kamer, 
Wetgevenden  Eaad, 
11  Juli,  1906. 


PEOCEEDINGS    OF   COMMIITEE. 


Proceedings  of  the  Select  Committee,  appointed  by  Orders  of 
the  Council,  dated  the  30th  May,  7th  June,  14th  June  and 
18th  June,  1906,  to  inquire  into  and  report  on  the  desirability 
of  the  Government  establishing  Labour  Settlemients  for  Indi- 
gent Whites,  and  especially  as  to  the  best  means  of  placing 
such  persons  under  supervision  on  the  soil,  or  of  otherwise  deal- 
ing with  the  question,  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  and  interchange  slips  of  the  evidence  with  them,. 
to  take  evidence  and  to  have  power  to  call  for  papers;  the 
Committee  to  consist  of  the  Honourable  the  President,  Messrs.. 
KoHLER,  Powell,  Michau,  and  Graaff  (Mover). 

MINUTES    OF    PROCEEDINGS. 

Wednesday,    ij^/i  June,    igo6. 


Mr.  Graaff. 
Mr.  Powell. 


Present  : 

His  Honour  the  President. 

Mr.  Michau. 
Mr.  Kohler. 


Orders  of  Council  of  30th  May  and  7th  June,  appointing  Com- 
mittee, read. 

Resolved  :  That  His  Honour  the  President  be  Chairman  of  this 
Committee. 

Resolved  :  That  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  Mr.  GraaJBT 
obtain  leave  to  widen  the  scope  of  this  inquiry,  so  that  the  terms 
of  the  references  will  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  Select  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Graaff  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  Committee  : 

(1)  Copies  of   Circulars   addi^essed  to   the   different  Dutch  Re- 

formed Church  clergymen  in  the  Colony  asking  for  ceirtain 
information  in  connection  with  poor  whites  residing  in 
towns  and  villages  (not  in  the  open  country).  [Appendix 
A.] 

(2)  Returns  (to  date)  of  information  received  in  reply  to  Cir- 

culars.    [Appendix  B.] 

(3)  Regulations    of   the   Labour  Colony  at    Kakamas.        [Not 
printed.] 

Mr.  Joseph  Gordon  (examined). 

Resolved  :  To  examine  the  Reiv.  Mr.  Marchand  and  Mr.  W.  B. 
Gordon,  Director  of  IiTigation,   at  next  meeting. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  19th  June,  1906,  at  10.30  a.m. 


XXX  PROCEEDINGS    OF    COMMITTEE. 

Tuesday,  igth  June,   igo6. 

Present  : 

His  Honour  the  President  (Chairman). 

Mr.  Graaff.  Mr.   Powell. 

Mr.  Michau.  Mr.  Kohler. 

Minutes  read  and  confirmed. 

Order  of  Covmcil  of  the  14th  June,  1906,  widening  scope  ut 
inquiry  road. 

Order  of  Council  of  the  18th  June,  1906,  providing  for  an  inter- 
change of  slips  of  evidence  between  thet  House  of  Assembly  Select 
Committee  on  Poor  Whites  and  this  Committee,  read. 

Mr.  GraaflF  intimated  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marchand  had  given 
evidence  befoi-e  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
and  consequently  he  had  instructed  the  Clerk  not  to  summon  that 
gentleman  for  this  day. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Gordon,  C.I.E.,   Director  of  Irrigation,  examined. 

Resolved :  To  examine  Mr.  J.  H.  Schoeman,  M.L.A.,  at  next 
meeting. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  26th  June,  1906,  at  10.30  a.m. 

Tuesdaw  26th  June,   igo6. 

Present  : 

His  Honour  the  President  (Chairman). 

Mr.  GraafF.  Mr.  Powell. 

Mr.  Michau.  Mr.  Kohler. 

Minutes  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Clerk  stated  that  Mr.  J.  H.  Schoeman,  M.L.A.,  was  unable 
to  attend  to  give  evidence  that  day. 

Dr.  Eric  Nobbs,  Agi'icultural  Assistant ;  Mr.  A.  H.  Cornish- 
Bowden,  Surveyor-General ;  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Mulder,  M.L.A.,  ex- 
amined. 

Resolved  :  To  examine  Mr.  F.  S.  Malan,  M.L.A.,  at  next  meet- 
ing. 

Adjourned  until  Thursday,  28th  June,  1906,  at  10.45  a.m. 

Tliiirsdaw  28th  June,   igo6. 

Present  : 

His  Honour  the  President  (Chairman). 

Mr.  Graafif.  Mr.   Powell. 

Mr.  Michau.  Mr.   Kohler. 

Minutes  read  and  confirmed. 

Clerk  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  B.  Gordon,  Director  of  Irrigation, 
forwarding  a  statement  showing  the  proposed  Irrigation  Works 
which  might  be  utilised  for  settlements.     [Sec  Appendix  C] 

Mr.  F.  S.  Malan.  M.L.A.,  examined. 

Adjourned  until  Tuesday,  3rd  July,  1906,  at  10.45  a.m. 


PROCEEDINGS   OF   COMMITTEE. 

Tuesday,  jrd  July,  igo6. 

Present  : 
His  Honour  the  President  (Chairman). 


Mr.  Graaff. 
Mr.  Michau. 


Mr.   Powell. 


Minutes  read  and  confirmed. 

Clerk  laid  before  the  Committee  a  further  return  from  Mr.  W. 
B.  Gordon,  showing  proposed  Irrigation  Works  which  may  be 
utilised  for  settlements.     [Appendix  C] 

Committee  in  deliberation. 

Resolved  :  To  take  the  evidence  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marchand  at 
the  next  meeting,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  be  prepared  with 
some  scheme  of  State  Aid,  which  would  be  applicable  to  every  re- 
ligious de^nomination  which  is  willing  to  do  similar  work  to  that 
•done  at  Kakatnas  by  the  D.R.  Church. 

Committee  adjourned  until  Thursday,  5th  July,  1906,  at  10.45 
a.m. 


Thursday,  6th  July,  1906. 

Present  : 

His  Honour  the  President  (Chairman). 

Mr.  Graaff.  Mr.   Powell. 

Mr.  Kohler.  Mr.  Michau. 

Minutes  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Reverend  B.  P.  J.  Marchand,  B.A.,  exaanined. 
The  Chairman  submitted  a.  draft  report. 
The  Committee  deliberated. 

Mr.  Powell  proposed,  seconded  by  Mr.  Graaff,  that  the  following 
items  be  introduced  in  the  Report  : 

1.  That  the  further  settlement   of   indigent   whites  in   labour 

colonies  similar  to  that  of  Kakamas  is  a  work  urgently 
needed,  and  is  a  proper  subject  for  the  expenditure  of 
public  money  by  the  Government. 

2.  That  whatever  may  be  done  by  the  Government  direct,  the 

most  satisfactory  course  to  be  immediately  taken  would 
be  to  assist  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  Synodical  Com- 
mittee to  extend  its  existing  work,  either  by  loans  or  by 
subsidy,  or  both.  In  case  of  subsidy  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  authorities  should  be  asked  to  accept  the  inspec- 
tion by  the  Government. 

3.  Tliat  while'  it  is  desirable  that  settlers  should  be  encouraged 

to  look  for  individual  tenure  under  restrictions  as  to 
alienation,  upon  their  continued  good  behaviour,  all  la- 
bour colonies  shall  be  under  religious  and  moral  control, 
looking  to  the  characters  of  the  majority  of  poor  settlers. 

4.  That  such  individual  holding  should  preferably  be  outside 

the  labour  colonies  themselves,  which  should  be  used  for 
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tlieir  original  purpose  of  personal  reclamation,  and  shonld 
accordingly  b^e  under  regulations  which  might  prove  irk- 
som^e  to  permanent  settlers. 

5.  That  steps   should    be   taken    by    Governme-nt   to  make   de- 

finitely known  what  land,  irrigable  or  non-ix'rigable,  is 
available  and  best  suited  for  labour  settlements. 

6.  That  the  assistance  recommended  in  the  case  of  the  DxUch 

Reformed  Church  should  be  open  to  any  other  religious 
body,  of  approved  standing,  which  can  show  that  it  is  in 
a  position  to  carry  on  similar  work. 

7.  That    Government   be    recommended    that     in     any    future 

question  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  settlement  there  shall 
be  a  condition  that  the  land  be  used  solely  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  granted,  or  otherwise  should  x'evert  to-. 
Government. 

Agreed  to. 

Resolved  :  To  consider  Draft  Report  at  next  meeting. 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday,  11th  July,  1906,  at  10.45  a.m. 

Wednesday,   iiih  July,   iqo6. 

Present  : 

His  Honour  the  President  (Chairman). 

Mr.  Graaff.  Mr.  Kohler. 

Mr.  Michau.  Mr.  Powell. 

Minutes  read  and  confirmed. 

Draft  Report  considered  and  amended. 

Resolved  :    That  Draft  Report,  as  amended,  be  adopted. 

Resolved  :  That  the  Chairman  report  accordingly. 
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Wednesday,  13th  June,  1906. 


PRESENT : 

His  Honour  the  President  (Chairman). 
Mr.  Graafie.  Mr.  Michau. 

Mr.  Powell.  Mr.  Koliler. 

3Ir.  Joseph  Gordon,  examined. 

1.  Chairman^  I  understand  that  you  are  Secre-    ^  ^f  J;jon 
tarj^  to  the  Honourable  Mr.  Graaff,  M.L.C.? — Yes. 

2.  Have  you  the  returns  to  the  Circulars  which  •^™^^^-'"^''' 
Mr.  Graaff  issued  ? — Yes,  as  far  as  they  have  been 

sent  in.     The  names  were  submitted  on  the  under- 
standing that  they  would  not  be  divulged. 

3.  What  else  can  you  ]3roduce  now  ? — I  can  give 
you  the  details  of  the  different  places  with  regard 
to  those  who  are  willing  to  work  and  can  work 
and  what  work  they  can  do.  The  returns  are 
approximate  and  not  reliable  but  they  serve  as  a  good 
guide  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  Colony  at  present. 

4.  You  produce  a  tabulated  return  ? — Yes. 
{Appeadix.] 


Taesday,  19th  June,  1906. 


PRESENT : 

His  Honour  the  President  (Chairman). 

Mr.  Graaff.  Mr.  Kohler. 

Mr.  Powell.  Mr.  Michau. 

3l7\  Webster  Boyle  Gordon,  C.I.E.,  Director  of 
Irrigation,  examined. 

5.   Cha/rnHin.']  This  is  a  Committee  appointed  to       ^i'- 
inquire   into   and   report    upon   the    Poor   White  ^^"  c.le?^'^'' 
question,  and  it  has  been  speciallv  instructed  to        -- 

^  ,         \l      J.1       1        :  ^      1        •'  1  .Tunel9,  190(!. 

report  as  to  the  best  means  ot  placing  such  persons 

C3.— ]90li.    Indigent  Whites  A 
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w  B  Gordon  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^'  ^^  otherwisG  dealino  with  the  question. 
C.I.E.  '  It  has  struck  souie  members  of  the  Committee 
that  in  the  course  of  your  investigations  into  the 
question  of  irrigation  you  may  liave  obtained 
information  which  may  be  of  ^reat  assistance  to 
the  Committee.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee 
whether  that  is  so  or  not  ? — I  may  be  able  to  give 
some  information  as  to  localities  in  which  land  is 
available  for  settlements. 

6.  One  of  the  desired  objects  is  that  the  j)Oor 
whites  who  have  congregated  in  towns  and  become 
wastrels  there  should  be  induced  to  go  back  to  the 
land  and  to  settle  on  the  land,  and  it  is  the  idea  of 
many  that  unless  the  land  is  irrigated  it  can  be  of 
very  little  use  to  settle  them  on  it.  Would  that  be 
so  in  your  opinion  ? — Not  at  all,  I  think  there  are 
parts  of  the  Colony  where  people  could  be  settled 
without  irrigation. 

7.  Can  you  instance  any  cases  ? — * 

is  an  instance  of  what  seems  to 

be  a  very  successful  settlement  without  irrigation. 
A  small  amount  of  the  land  there  is  irrigated,  but 
the  more  valuable  portion  is,  I  understand,  not 
irrigated  at  all.  Unirrigated  land  under  vines  is, 
I  was  told,  being  sold  for  £100  a  morgen  and  more, 
and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  similar  land  in  the 
neighbourhood  which  it  seems  to  me  could  be 
utilized  quite  as  successfully.  The  cost  o[*  such  a 
settlement  would  be  very  much  less  than  that  of 
an  irrigation  settlement. 

8.  With  regard  to  lands  that  can  be  brought 
under  irrigation,  do  you  know  of  any  such  land 
wdiich  may  be  utilized  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
poor  whites  upon  it? — Poor  whites  could,  I  suppose, 
be  settled  wherever  there  is  irrigable  land  in  the 
Colony. 

9.  Have  you  never  met  with  any  tracts  of  land 
which  would  be  specially  adapted  for  that  pur- 
pose ? — I  suppose  it  is  desirable  from  a  social  point 
of  view  that  the  land  should  not  be  too  far  away 
from  centres  of  civilization  ? 

*  Note. — Committee  resolved  not  to  print  the  name  of  the  locality  referred  to. 
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10.  Kakanias  is  pretty  far  from  centres  of  civil-  „,  „  ^'■-  ^ 

,.  1     •.  11  TT  W.  B.  Gordon. 

ization  ana  it  seems  to  be  a  success.      Have  you       c.i.e. 
been  to  Kakamas  ? — Yes.  and  it   seemed  to  be  a  ,      ,TioAft 

T       .  T      T  ^  .    m  June  19, 190b. 

aecided  success  nnancially. 

11.  Although  it  is  far  from  centres  of  civilization  ? 
— I  think  its  great  distance  from  centres  of  civil- 
ization is  perhaps  the  main  reason  for  its  being 
such  a  financial  success,  because,  owing  to  the 
distance  of  the  railway,  and  especially  with  the 
German  war  going  on,  the  prices  of  produce  have 
been  very  high.  Places  like  Douglas  which  are 
only  forty  or  fifty  miles  away  from  a  railway  do 
not  seem  to  do  well;  the  local  demand  for  vegetables, 
fruit  and  high-priced  produce  is  not  sufficient, 
while  wheat  can  be  imported  by  rail  much  cheaper 
than  it  can  be  grown.  Those  irrigation  schemes 
seem  to  be  most  successful  which  are  either  im- 
mediately on  the  line  of  rail,  or  many  miles  away 
from  it. 

12.  You  mentioned  Douglas.  Is  there  rhj  kind 
of  settlement  there  ? — There  is  a  Government 
canal. 

13.  What  class  of  people  are  settled  there — are 
they  poor  whites  ? — Many  of  them  were  of  that 
class.  The  land  was  sold  on  easy  terms.  They 
had  to  pay  something  like  one-tenth  down,  and 
another  one-tenth  in  six  months,  and  the  balance 
in  twenty  years  ;  many  of  them  stopped  payments 
after  a  few  years  and  disappeared,  and  the  land 
came  back  on  the  Government's  hands. 

14.  Under  whose  supervision  was  that  settle- 
ment ? — Under  the  Agricultural  Department. 

15.  The  settlement  at  Kakamas  is,  I  believe, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Dutch  Eeformed 
Church  ? — Yes. 

16.  The  idea  of  some  of  the  members  is  that 
similar  settlements  should  bc^  encouraged,  and,  if 
possible.  Government  should  be  induced  to  give 
grants  and  aids  to  such  settlements.  What  is  your 
opinion  of  that  ? — I  have  not  had  sufficient  experi- 
ence of  the  inner  working  of  the  scheme  at  Kaka- 
mas to  say  what  the  condition  of  the  peoj)le  is,  and 
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^^J"-  whether  it  is  desirable  to  have  similar  settlements 
^ '  ^c.le'^°"'  iu  other  parts  of  the  country.  Personally,  if  people 
•  '11'*^'  P^^t  on  the  land,  I  should  like  to  see  some  hope 
*'held  out  to  them  that  they  will  oet  a  title  to  the 
land,  and.  if  irrigation  is  started,  I  should  like  to 
see  the  land  and  works  handed  over  to  them 
eventually  on  fair  terms.  Say  you  started  with 
2,000  or  3,000  acres,  I  would  lirst'sell  say  half  the 
land  to  people  with  capital  who  were  willino  to 
pay  a  reasonable  amount — say  one- fifth  of  the 
value — in  cash  down.  You  would  then  ascertain 
the  approximate  value  of  the  land.  The  remaining 
half  I  would  utilize  for  the  settlement  of  poor 
whites — selected  men  with  energy  and  intelligence 
but  not  capital.  I  would  not  ask  them  for  any 
ready  money  down,  but  let  them  have  the  land  on 
20  or  25  year's  purchase,  at  a  reasonable  quitrent. 

17.  I  understand  that  it  is  your  opinion  that  there 
is  no  reason  why  the  land  upon  which  these  poor 
whites  are  settled  should  be  specially  irrigable  ? — 
You  think  a  great  deal  of  other  land  which  cannot 
be  irrigated  would  be  quite  as  useful  ?  — More  useful, 

especially  land  of  this  kind,  which  I  saw  near . 

The  land  at is  very  highly  cultivated,  and 

there  seems  to  be  a  large  area  of  similar  land  in 
the district. 

18.  I  suppose  3"ou  found  the  same  in  other  dis- 
tricts?— 1   did   not   notice   it    so   much    in    other 

districts.     At there  is  a  good  rainfall  and 

the  soil  is  good.     My  work  has  not  taken  me  to 

the districts,  where,  for  all  I  know,  the 

conditions  may  be  somewhat  similar  to  those  at 


19.  Mr.  GraaffJ]  In  regard  to  Kakamas  I  under- 
stand that  there  is  every  probability  of  the  southern 
furrow  being  extended  ? — 1  believe  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible to  extend  it. 

20.  To  what  distance  ? — I  have  no  idea .  It  would 
be  possible  to  extend  it  to  the  Iiartel)eeste  Elver 
and,  I  believe,  beyond.  l)ut  I  did  not  go  west  of 
that  liver. 

21.  i low  many  miles  would  that  be  V — I  cannot 
say  exactly — about  four  or  five. 
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22.  A  great  number  of  families  could  be  placed  ^^,  ^  Gordon 
there  ? — I  have  not  seen  the  farms,  and  I  do  not  c.i.e. 
know  what  it  would  cost  to  increase  the  size  of 
the  furrow.  I  was  informed  when  I  was  at  Kaka- 
mas  that  it  would  be  quite  possible  to  extend 
the  furrow,  and  that  the  quality  of  the  soil  which 
the  extension  would  command  was  good. 

23.  Have  you  been  to  a  place  called  Euchuberg  ? — 
Yes,  in  1904,  and  again  during  the  present  month. 

24.  What  are  the  possibilities  there  for  irriga- 
tion ? — 1,500  acres  could  be  irrigated  from  the 
Orange  Elver. 

25.  Would  that  be  an  expensive  irrigation  work  ? 
— It  would  be  rather  expensive.  It  would  cost 
about  £20  an  acre. 

26.  Would  that  be  suitable  for  land  settlements  ? 
— I  should,  I  confess,  be  somewhat  sorry  to  see  the 
land  there  given  up  to  a  labour  colony.  Eoth  the 
Prieska  and  Kenhardt  districts  are  very  large,  and 
Euchuberg  would  make  a  good  headquarters  for  a 
new  district.  There  are  a  large  number  of  farmers 
with  capital  in  the  vicinity,  and  people  of  that 
class  would  do  more  to  cultivate  and  develop  the 
land  than  the  poor  whites  could  do. 

27.  You  think  the  land  is  too  valuable  to  be 
given  over  to  poor  whites  ? — Yes. 

28.  With  regard  to  A^an  Wyk's  Ylei,  cannot  that 
be  utilized  for  labour  settlements  ? — I  should  not 
attempt  to  place  a  settlement  on  any  part  of  the 
Zak  Eiver  Yalley  where  the  supply  of  water  would 
be  dependent  upon  the  scanty  and  precarious  local 
downfall. 

29.  I  believe  you  have  been  to  Calvinia  and  have 
seen  the  irrigation  works  constructed  by  the 
farmers  there  ? — Yes. 

30.  Cannot  anything  in  that  direction  be  done 
for  labour  settlements  ? — I  do  not  think  that  irri- 
gation of  that  class  would  be  suitable  for  labour 
settlements.  The  supply  of  water  is  too  uncertain, 
and  there  would  be  nothing  to  employ  the  people 
in  the  intervals  between  the  coming  down  of  the 
river. 


o 
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^fr.  31    The  farmers  there  are  doing  remarkably  well  ? 

c.i.E. ""'  — Yes,  but  they  are  stock  farmers  as  well,  and  if 
the  river  does  not  come  down  they  have  other 
resources.  The  result  of  settlements  on  the  Zak 
Eiver  at  Nelskop  and  Brandvlei  are  far  from  satis- 
factory. This  is  chiefly  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
people  have  nothing  to  do  for  months  at  a  time. 
"When  the  river  comes  down,  they  have  work  for  a 
short  time,  after  that,  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  sit 
down  and  wait  until  the  crop  gets  ripe. 

32.  With    regard    to    ,    do    you    know 

whether  there  is  any  Crown  land  available  there, 
or  whether  it  is  all  private? — It  is  in  private 
hands.     [ .] 

33.  What  is  the  extent   of    this  land  ? — I  am 

afraid  I  cannot  say  ;  but  a  Mr. told  me  he 

could  get  me  any  information  that  was  wanted 
about  the  place. 

34.  Are  the  people  who  live  there  whites  ? — I 
could  not  say.  There  was  not  a  soul  in  the  village 
when  I  went  there  ;  they  were  all  away  on  a  picnic. 
I  was  told  by  one  man  they  were  white  and  by 
another  that  they  were  mostly  coloured.  They 
have  only  discovered  lately  that  the  unirrigated 
lands  were  quite  as  valuable  as  the  irrigated,  if  not 
more  valuable. 

35.  In  connection  with  your  inspection  in  the 
Colony  in  regard  to  lands  suitable  for  irrigation  : 
could  you  give  the  Committee  any  information  as 
to  probable  sites  which  would  be  suitable  for  land 
settlements  ? — Below  Euchuberg  there  are  some 
Government  lands,  and  it  may  be  possible  to  take 
the  Orange  River  on  to  them.  After  my  first  in- 
spection I  was  rather  doubtful  as  to  the  possibility 
of  doing  so,  but  I  am  more  hopeful.  There  is 
some  excellent  land  there  especially,  on  a  farm 
called  Zwartkop. 

36.  How  far  is  that  from  the  Orange  River  ? — 
It  is  on  the  River.  It  is  about  60  miles  below 
Euchuberg.  It  might  be  possible  to  take  another 
canal  from  some  point  below  Euchuberg  instead 
of  extending  the  Euchuberg  canal,  which  would 
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be  very  expensive  as  there  is  a  good  deal  of  rocky  ^^,  b  Gordon 
ground  to  be  passed  through.  '  c.i.e. 

37.  Would    that   be  an   expensive   scheme? — ^^ jmie iV  1906 
would  bo  expensive,  bat  the  landt  is  so  good  that  it 
might  repay  the  cost. 

38.  What  quantity  or  land  could  you  bring- 
under  cultivation  ? — Probably  about  3.000  acres, 
but  the  land  has  never  been  surveyed. 

39.  At  what  cost? — I  have  not  the  information 
for  an  estimate.  The  cost  would  probably  be  more 
than  the  Buchuberg  scheme. 

40.  You  think  it  would  be  well  adapted  for  land 
settlements  ? — I  think  it  would  be  well  adapted 
for  an  irrigation  scheme. 

41.  Are  there  any  other  schemes  ? — The  Hartz 
Valley  scheme  on  the  Yaal  Kiver,  but  tliat  would 
perhaps  be  too  big  for  the  present  requirements  of 
the  Colony.  It  would  cost  at  least  £1.000,000,  and 
it  would  place  100,000  acres  under  irrigation,  of 
which  80,000  acres  would  get  water  every  year. 

42.  It  would  mean  about  £10  an  acre  ? — Yes,  or 
£11,  but  about  40,000  acres  and  the  best  of  the  land 
is  in  a  native  reserve. 

43.  Have  you  been  to  the  Oliphant's  River, 
beyond  Clanwilliam  ? — No  ;  but  higher  up  there 
is  a  point  where  the  Doom  Eiver  runs  out  of  the 
Cedarberg  into  the  Karoo,  and  I  think,  from  the 
rough  aneroid  levels  which  I  took  when  on  my 
way  to  Calvinia,  that  it  would  be  possible  to  get 
the  Doom  River  on  to  Wittevlakte.  There  is 
good  soil  and  a  good  supply  of  water.  There  is 
another  promising  scheme  at  Krieger's  Poort,  in 
the  Hanover  district — about  4,000  acres  of  good 
land  could  probably  be  brought  under  irrigation 
a-t  a  very  reasonable  cost.  There  is  a  promising- 
site  for  a  dam  there.  Unfortunately  it  is  just 
about  the  wrong  distance  from  a  railway  station, 
being  about  the  same  distance  away  as  Douglas. 
Then  there  is  the  Ashton  Canal,  in  the  Brecde 
River,  of  which  we  have  just  completed  the  sur- 
veys. That  may  place  35,000  acres  under  irriga- 
tion.    Some  of  the  land  belongs  to  Government — 
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w  B  Gordon  ^  tliiiik  about  2,500  acres — some  of  it  very  good 
o.i.E.    '  land  indeed,  and  I  have  no  doubt   some   of  the 
jyj^gj^^.,,),;  other  land   could  be  purchased   at   a  reasonable 
figure. 

44.  Is  there  not  a  very  good  scheme  in  the  prox- 
imity of  Ilumansdorp  ?  From  the  Gamtoos  Eiver  ? 
— Yes,  but  I  do  not  know  if  there  is  much  scope 
for  a  poor  white  settlement  there.  The  land  there 
is  expensive  and  the  people  are  very  much  opposed 
to  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  large  canal  for  irri- 
gation.    They  might,  however,  be  bought  out. 

45.  1  understood  it  could  be  purchased  at  a  very 
reasonable  price  ? — Two  years  ago  when  I  was 
there  it  was  very  expensive  indeed.  The  soil  is 
certainly  very  good,  and  if  some  of  the  present 
people  could  be  bought  out,  it  would  be  a  good 
place  for  a  settlement. 

46.  It  would  not  cost  very  much  to  irrigate  it  ? — 
Not  very  much. 

47.  It  is  a  favourable  scheme  ? — Yes. 

48.  Would  that  be  the  cheapest  scheme  you 
know  of  ? — I  have  not  taken  out  an  estimate,  but 
I  doubt  if  it  would  be  cheaper  than  the  proposed 
Ashton  C^anal  in  the  Breede  Eiver. 

49.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  cost  of  that  ? — My 
first  rough  estimate  was  £350,000  ;  the  detailed 
estimates  are  now  under  preparation. 

50.  The  present  canal  taken  out  by  the  farmers 
has  been  a  great  success  ? — Yes.  a  great  success, 
but,  unfortunately  comparatively  small  schemes  of 
that  size  cannot  be  repeated.  Most  of  the  small 
canals  that  are  possible  in  that  part  have  been 
made.  That  Van  Zyl  Canal  should  eventually 
irrigate  5,000  acres. 

51.  What  was  the  cost  of  that  ?— £88,000.  5,000 
acres  is  the  total  area  commanded  ;  most  of  this 
will  come  under  irrigation  in  time,  but  of  that, 
2,000  acres  were  already  irrigated  from  other 
sources,  so  the  canal  itself  actually  irrigates  about 
8,000  acres  while  giving  water  occasionallv  to  the 
other  2,000. 

52.  Have  you  ever  travelled  towards  Oalvinia 
from  Ceres  ? — Yes. 
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58.  I  under  stand  there  are  some  very  good  lands  ^  ^  Gordon 
half  Avay  ? —  Tes,  at  Elandsvlei.  ^  '  c.i.e.  ^°' 

54.  Can  you  oive  us  any  information  about  that  T„,,.i7iQnr 

rm  '  •  n      "  t  •        •  •  June  ly,  lyiJI). 

part  ? — ihere  is  a  small  area  under  irrioation  from 
the  Doom  Eiver  ;  but  there  is  no  market  there. 

55.  But  a  large  tract  of  land  could  be  brought 
under  irrigation  ? — Yes,  probably  at  Wittevlakte, 
lower  down,  as  I  haye  already  explained. 

56.  Mr.  Powell]  What  extent  of  land  in  your 
judgment  will  be  suital3le  for  the  settlement  of  one 
family  of  this  class  of  people  ? — It  would  depend 
yery  much  on  the  locality  and  the  soil.  At 
Buchuberg  I  should  put  12  acres  as  a  yery  fair 
allowance,  but  I  do  not  know  any  other  part  where 
I  should  put  it  at  less  than  20  acres. 

o7.  Mr.  Kohler.']  You  have  given  us  illustrations 
of  portions  of  the  Colony  where  there  is  not  a 
sufficient  rainfall,  but  we  have  an  extensive  coast 
belt  where  there  is  a  sufficient  rainfall  and  where 
no  irrigation  is  required.  Could  you  give  us  any 
idea  of  the  amount  of  land  available  for  settle- 
ments round  about  the  coast  ? — No,  I  do  not  know 
the  coast  districts. 

58.  In  your  opinion  do  not  you  think  it  would 
be  perhaps  better,  rather  than  going  in  for  large 
schemes  inland  where  irrigation  will  cost  you  a 
large  amount,  to  develop  such  coast  lands  as  are 
available  where  you  already  have  the  rainfall  ? — 
I  think  so,  and  not  only   coast  lands   but   other 

districts  like where  there  is  good  land  and 

a  good  rainfall  and  a  better   climate   than   most 
coast  districts. 

59.  Take  for  instance  that  portion  of  ground 
running  from  Durban  Road  on  both  sides  of  the 
railway  line  right  away  as  far  as  Klapmuts — 
almost  unfilled  and  very  sparsely  inhabited. 
Would  that  ground  not  be  suitable  for  small 
settlements  ? — I  cannot  say ;  I  have  not  a  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  soil. 

(30.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  farm  Yijgeboom 
in  the  Caledon  district  ? — No. 
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,,-  T>'!5^'  ^         61.  You  consider  then  that  the  gTound  in 

\\ .  B.  Gordon.  .  •  ,     -,  ^       n  -i  •  ,»p'j  -i  , 

CLE.  IS  suitable  tor  the  lirowmo'  or  truit  trees  without 
June  19  i')oti  hTi<>ation  as  Avell  as  Adnes  ?  —Certainly. 

62.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  islands  in  the 
Orange  Eiver? — Yes. 

68.  You  know  the  part  below  Friersdale  ?  Dr. 
Nobbs  in  his  report  [G.39 — '04]  says  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  land  liere  suitable  for  irrigation,  and 
particularly  Bradwell.  Do  you  consider  that  to  be 
so  ? — There  is  a  very  large  amount  of  land  in  the 
Orange  Elver  Yallcy  below  Upington  which  could 
be  brought  under  irrigation  by  silting  up  the 
channels  between  the  islands. 

64.  Could  you  give  us  an  estimate  as  to  the 
number  of  persons  Avho  could  be  settled  on  the 
islands?  Dr.  Nobbs  says  "These  islands  are  pecu- 
liarly adapted  for  settlement  by  comparatively 
poor  persons  who,  by  their  own  exertions,  would 
clear  the  bush  and  bring  water  on  to  the  lands  and 
groAv  all  sorts  of  crops."  ? — I  made  a  rough  estimate 
that  the  islands  together  with  the  alluvial  tracts 
on  the  adjoining  main  land  comprise  60.000  acres 
of  irrigable  land.  It  would  be  an  expensive  work 
and  would  require  the  man  in  immediate  charge 
to  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  river. 
Everything  would  depend  on  him. 

65.  What  do  you  reckon  the  expense  would  be  ? 
— I  would  not  attempt  to  say,  but  I  think  it  w^ould 
be  an  excellent  place  for  employing  convict  labour 
or  poor  whites — either  one  or  the  other. 

66.  Would  it  not  be  a  good  thing  to  employ  poor 
whites  there  and  then  settle  them  on  the  land  as 
they  do  in  Australia? — Yes,  by  paying  them,  say, 
half  in  land  and  half  in  cash.  I  think  there  is 
more  scope  between  Upington  and  Kakamas  than 
any  other  part  of  the  Colony  for  the  continuous 
employment  of  white  people. 

67.  Dr.  Nobbs  says  "  Below  the  Police  Reserve 
at  a  distance  of  three  and  a  half  miles  from  the 
present  end  of  the  furrow,  there  are  about  54 
morgcn  of  irrigable  land  lying  at  the  junction  of 
the  Orange  with  the  Hartebeest  liiver,  and  at  the 
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very    bottom    of    the    Dutch    Eeformed    Church  ^^^^^-^^^^^ 
property."     Has  anything  been  done  with  it  yet?       c.i.e. 
— When    I   was   there   the    policemen    were   ^^ery  j^^^^  ~  ^g.^^ 
anxious  to  cultivate  that  land,  but  could  not  get 
water. 

68.  Mr.  Schroeder  estimated  that  the  furrow 
could  be  brought  down  through  the  Police  Eeserve 
for  about  ^600.  is  that  correct  ?— I  only  spent  one 
day  examining  the  works  at  Kakamas.  I  had  not 
been  asked  to  examine  them  and  my  time  w^as 
short.  I  did  not  inquire  closely  into  the  conditions 
of  the  Colony. 

69.  Would  it  be  possible  to  furnish  the  Com- 
mittee with  a  rough  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the 
different  parts  which  you  have  mentioned  and  the 
amount  of  land  available  ? — In  some  cases  I  could  ; 
but  I  cannot,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  the  Doom 
River  in  Wittevlakte,  as  I  only  drove  past  it,  and 
saw  it  from  a  distance. 

70.  You  mentioned  ZwartJcop  as  a  good  place. 
Could  you  tell  us  how  much  land  is  available 
tl^ere  ?— No  proper  survey  has  ever  been  made  ; 
an  eye-survey  made  in  1906  put  the  area  at  1,000 
acres.  I  should  say  there  are  at  least  2,000  acres 
in  Zwartkop  and  the  adjoining  farm,  and  it  may 
be  3,000. 

Tuesday,  26th  June,  1906. 
PEESENT  : 

His  Honouk  the  Peesident  (Chairman). 

Mr.  Graaff.  Mr.  Kohler. 

Mr.  Powell.  Mr.  Michau. 

Dr.  Eric  A.  Nobbs,  examined. 

71.  Chairman.']  You  are  the  Agricultural  Assis-  E.A.^xobbs. 
tant  ? — Yes.  '    - 

72.  The  Committee  has  read  your  report  of  the  J^^«  26,  i906. 
3rd  August,   1903  (G.   39— '04),  on  Kakamas  and 

they  would  like  to  know  whether  further  experi- 
ence since  1903  has  confirmed  you  in  those  opinions 
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E  A  ^Nobbs  ^^^liicli  you  voice  in  that  report  ? — I  have  no  pcr- 
— °   "'  sonal  knowledge  of  the  phice  since  that  visit  ;  but 

June  2(>,  1906.  J  ^.^^^^  jj^  ^^-^y  rcport  that  I  fully  anticipated  if 
things  went  on  as  they  were  then  it  would  be  a 
success,  and  from  papers  I  have  seen  on  the 
subject  I  have  no  reason  to  change  that  view. 

73.  You  think  it  has  been  a  success  ? — I  think 
so,  from  an  agricultural  point  of  view. 

74.  There  is  a  large  island  in  the  river  near  to 
Kakamas.  Would  that  be  capable  of  irrigation  ?  — 
There  are  a  whole  chain  of  islands  ;  but  what  they 
call  islands  are  only  separated  from  the  mainland 
by  sluits.  On  the  opposit  e  shore  there  is  an  island 
but  I  think  that  belongs  to  Kakamas  North. 

75.  I  am  speaking  of  the  larger  island  close  to 
Kakamas  ? — I  understand  that  belongs  to  the 
Dutch  Eeformed  Church.  There  are  several  pro- 
perties there  all  belonging  to  the  Church. 

76.  Do  5^ou  think  that  also  would  be  capable  of 
irrigation  ? — Yes,  but  it  is  much  more  sandy,  and  I 
do  not  think  it  is  equally  fertile.  When  I  was 
there  it  was  just  under  bush,  so  one  could  not  form 
a  good  opinion. 

77.  From  what  you  have  seen  you  think  there  is 
no  room  for  an  extension  at  Kakamas  in  regard  to 
placing  further  land  under  irrigation  ? — They  were 
doing  so  when  I  was  there. 

78.  Have  you  travelled  much  through  the 
country  ? — Yes,  I  am  constantly  travelling. 

79.  In  the  course  of  your  travels  have  you  seen 
other  places  which  would  be  equally  adapted  for 
settlements  for  indigent  whites  ? — No  there  is  no 
place  in  the  whole  country  I  have  seen  so  fertile  as 
Kakamas.  I  do  not  mean  that  extreme  fertilit}^  is 
necessary  for  a  labour  colony,  but  I  have  seen  no 
places  so  favourably  situated  as  Kakamas. 

80.  Mr.  Gordon,  the  Director  of  Irrigation,  in  his 
evidence  before  this  Committee,  said  that  it  was 
not  necessary  for  such  settlement  that  it  should  be 
adaptable  for  irrigation,  but  that  there  was  a  large 
tract  of  country  in  this  Colony  suitable  for  that 
purpose  without  irrigation  ? — Yes,  I  do  not  mean 
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the  place  must  be  of  garden-like  fertility,  but  I      a^-u 
know  of  no  place  so  fertile  as  Kakamas.  '    '^° 

81.  Have  you  seen  in  the  course  of  your  travels   "°'^-^''^^^*^- 
any  land  which  would  be  adapted  for  the  purposes 

of  a  settlement  ? — Yes,  but  of  course  such  land  is 
in  private  hands.     I  know  of  no  Government  land. 

82.  1  understand  you  have  no  reason  to  alter  the 
views  you  expressed  in  your  report  of  the  3rd 
August,  1903  ? — Neither  views  nor  criticisms. 

83.  Mr.  Kohler.]  Taking  the  whole  of  the  part 
round  about  the  Orange  Eiver — I  do  not  mean  Ka- 
kamas, but  Friersdale  and  all  those  parts  you  have 
mentioned  in  your  reports — in  that  extent  of  land 
how  many  families,  roughly,  do  you  think  could 
earn  a  living  there  giving  them  the  same  amount 
of  land  as  the  people  at  Kakamas  require  ? — The 
estimate  1  could  give  would  be  a  very  rough  one. 
I  should  think  from  TTpington  down  to  Aughrabies 
waterfall  four  or  five  times  as  many  as  we  now 
have  at  Kakamas. 

84.  Mr.  Gordon  in  his  evidence  stated  that  there 
would  be  about  60,000  acres  of  irrigable  land  on 
the  islands  together  with  the  alluvial  tracts  on  the 
adjoining  main  land  ? — I  may  explain  the  islands 
alluded  to  are  Government  islands  lying  in  the 
river  bed.  These  within  the  last  couple  of  months 
have  been  leased  in  small  allotments  of  six  morgen 
each,  and  people  of  the  same  class  as  those  at 
Kakamas  are  now  occupying  them.  One  island 
has  not  yet  been  leased.  A  number  of  these 
islands,  it  has  been  decided,  are  not  suitable  for 
agricultural  settlement  as  they  are  too  rocky  and 
there  is  no  means  of  leading  water  on  to  them. 
They  have  been  demarcated  as  forest  land,  which 
is  certainly  the  best  use  to  which  they  can  be  put. 
The  remainder  of  the  60,000  acres  to  a  large  extent 
is  already  privately  held — Keimoes.  Friersdale  and 
several  farms  to  the  north  of  Kakamas.  There  is 
a  little  Crown  land  suitable  for  such  purposes  at 
Hartebecsteriviermond  but  all  the  rest  have  been 
taken  up. 
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ijj  85.  What  would  you  put  clown  as  the  amount 

— °  ^"  available — say  for  instance  it  was  decided  to  have 
June  26.  luoG.  .^  s^clieme  to  x^lftce  a  certain  number  of  poor  whites 
there  on  the  still  vacant  Government  land  ? — Not 
half  of  Kakamas.  There  is  land  there  which  is 
the  property  of  the  Churches,  private  property,  the 
recently  leased  islands,  Kakamas  South,  and 
Hartebeesteriviermond  w^hich  is  tlie  only  vacant 
Crown  land  left  that  is  suitable  for  such  a  settle- 
ment that  is  half  or  less  than  half  the  size  of 
Kakamas. 

SQ.  Unless  you  made  arrangements  with  private 
people,  you  could  only  from  Government  sources 
obtain  land  for  about  half  the  population  of  Kaka- 
mas ? — Yes,  that  is  all. 

87.  Chairman.]  I  suppose  there  is  no  room  at 
Yan  Wyk's  Ylei  for  settling  poor  whites  ? — No  ; 
possibly  there  is  land,  but  there  is  not  enough 
water  available,  and  without  water  the  land  is 
useless  for  such  purposes. 

88.  In  your  report  you  say  that  the  general  be- 
lief is  that  crops  cannot  be  grown  there  on  account 
of  the  accumulation  of  braak  below  the  furrow, 
and  that  from  the  dam  to  the  lands  now  cultivated 
there  lie  seven  miles  of  land  once  cultivated  and 
now  a  barren  waste  ? — That  is  what  is  commonly 
said,  but  I  pointed  out  that  that  was  not  the  cause 
but  that  the  lands  now  cultivated  happen  to  be 
the  most  fertile  spot  on  the  whole  plain,  and  were 
selected  for  that  reason  for  the  first  sale  of  erven. 

89.  Is  the  braak  alkali  ? — Yes. 

90.  I  see  in  America  they  get  rid  of  that  alkali 
by  drainage  ? — Y'^es,  but  there  is  very  little  scope 
for  drainage  at  Van  Wyk's  Ylei,  and  the  alkali  is 
in  large  quantities  and  not  practicable  to  deal 
with. 

91.  There  is  no  room  for  any  addition  there  ? — 
No,  on  the  contrar3\ 

92.  Mr.  Kohlrr.']  I  do  not  quite  understand.  You 
first  said  there  was  available  unoccupied  land 
enough  for  five  times  the  amount  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Kakamas,  and  then,  in  reply  to  a  further 
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question,   you   stated   that   of    Government    land  ^  A^xobbs 
there  is  only  available  enough  for  half  the  popu-        '-- 
lation.     Would  you  say  that  there  is  enough  land'^"''''^'''^^^'''- 
available   in   private   hands   for   four  and  a  half 
times  the  population  of  Kakarnas,  and  in  Govern- 
ment    hands     for    half     the    population  ? — Yes, 
generally  speaking  that  is  so. 

93.  Would  it  be  possible  to  obtain  the  land  for 
this  purpose  ? — The  largest  portion  of  that  land  is 
already  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch  lieformed 
Church,  under  the  name  of  Kakarnas  North. 

94.  Chainnan.]  At  present  I  understand  that  the 
Superintendent  at  Kakarnas  is  the  religious 
instructor  as  well  as  the  general  superintendent  in 
regard  to  agriculture  ? — Yes.  I  believe  that  is  the 
case. 

95.  Does  that  strike  you  as  desirable  ?  Would 
it  not  be  better  to  have  separate  individuals  ? — I 
agree  with  you.  The  unfavourable  criticism  that 
I  passed  on  Kakamas  had  reference  to  the  farming 
operations  which  are  not  too  well  conducted,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  on  a  place  which  is  intended 
primarily  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  poor 
whites,  they  must  be  taught  agriculture.  The 
technical  knowledge  should  be  inculcated  by 
precept  and  example,  and  not  by  ordinary  school 
teaching  or  lecturing ;  but  they  should  have 
somebody  there  to  teach  them  to  make  the  most  of 
the  wonderfully  fertile  soil  they  have. 

96.  Would  there  not  be  some  difficulty  in 
obtaining  competent  men  for  that  purpose  in  this 
country  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so.  They  obtain 
clergymen  willing  to  take  up  such  mission  work 
and  school  teachers,  and  I  do  not  see  why  they 
should  not  find  somebody  with  tecnnical  agricul- 
tiiral  knowledge  to  undertake  that  work.  The 
missionary  spirit  is  necessar3\ 

97.  But  a  young  farmer  who  has  the  ability 
would  prefer  to  have  his  own  farm  to  devote  his 
time  to  ? — Yes,  Mr.  Lutz  who  was  at  Kakamas 
as  foreman  during  Mr.  Schroeder's  time  was  a  very 
competent  agriculturist,  and  such  a  man  should  be 
obtainable. 
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E  A^Nobb-  ^^'  ^^^^  fi^^^  ^^^  missionary  spirit  amongst 
—      '  clergymen   and   schoolmasters,  but   the   ordinary 

jmie2Ga9oo.  £^j^.j^-^gj.  ^y^nts  to  dovote  his  time  to  his  own  farm. 
If  he  has  been  a  success  he  wishes  to  continue,  if 
he  has  not  been  he  will  not  be  a  success  on  such  a 
settlement  ? — That  is  true.  They  introduced  a  few 
men  to  Kakamas  from  Oudtshoorn  who  had 
knowledge  of  the  irrigation  there,  and  some  from 
the  Zwartland  for  corn  growing,  and  from 
Worcester,  for  raisin  curing.  These  men  were  of 
a  low  class,  and  they  were  not  competent  to  teach. 
I  think  men  might  be  found  to  undertake  the 
work  ;  that  is  to  teach  and  experiment.  I  know 
individuals  suitable. 

99.  Have  you  much  experience  of  the  Agricul- 
tural College  at  Elsenburg? — Yes,  I  am  fairly 
intimate  with  the  working  of  it. 

100.  You  could  not  take  young  men  from 
there  ? — No  ;  but  there  are  young  men  who  have 
passed  through  the  College  and  have  since  had 
farming  experience  who  may  be  willing  to  go. 

101.  I  have  been  told  that  there  is  a  danger  if 
the  person  who  attends  to  the  spiritual  wants  of 
the  people  is  also  to  give  directions  in  regard  to 
irrigation,  and  such  matters, — that  he  would  lose 
his  influence  with  the  people  ? — I  have  seen 
striking  examples  of  that  in  other  cases  in  the 
Colony.  A  man  cannot  attend  both,  to  the  spiritual 
and  material  welfare  of  people,  especially  if  he  has 
to  take  rents  from  them  and  so  on. 

102.  There  is  another  important  matter  in 
connection  with  these  settlements,  and  that  is  in 
regard  to  land  tenure  ? — I  think  it  is  found  in 
other  parts  of  the  w^orld  that  these  settlements 
are  the  greatest  success  in  which  the  settlers 
have  a  prospect  of  becoming  owners  of  the 
land  ? — That  is  a  very  grave  difficulty  at  Kakamas 
to  wdiicli  I  have  alluded  before.  I  think  it  is  wrong  to 
look  on  Kakamas  as  a  place  upon  which  ultimately 
to  settle  120  families  which  will  multix)ly  there, 
and  in  a  very  short  time,  so  that  place  will  be 
quite  unable  to  support  the  enormous  increase  of 
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population.  I  think  it  is  a  mistake  which  is  made  ^  ^^^^(^,,1,, 
very  often,  both  in  labour  colonies  and  charitable  '  "^^- 
institutions,  that  they  take  in  their  inmate  and '^'^"*'^^'^^''"'- 
do  not  provide  for  his  future.  ]So  medical 
school  provides  a  practice  for  the  graduates  it 
turns  out ;  and  I  think  an  institution  like  Kakamas 
once  it  has  raised  these  people  from  the  condition 
of  poor  whites,  has  done  its  w^ork,  and  that  then 
there  should  be  further  land  available  for  them 
to  settle  on.  I  think  that  a  labour  colony  should 
merely  be  a  transition  period  from  a  poor  white  to 
an  independent  man,  who  is  able  to  farm  for 
himself.  I  feel  that  Kakamas  will  not  serve  its 
object  if  merely  so  many  families  are  taken  and 
planted  on  it  and  left  there.  I  believe  that  this 
land  was  given  by  Government  to  the  Dutch  IXe- 
formed  Church  for  the  perpetual  improvement  of 
the  poor  whites  not  lor  those  lucky  few  who 
happened  to  be  the  first  settlers  there.  An  institution 
like  Kakamas  is  only  half  the  solution  of  the  poor 
white  question.  It  is  an  institution  through 
which  they  must  pass  and  go  out  into  the  world 
and  make  room  for  other  men  who  are  poor 
whites.  When  Parliament  j)assed  this  resolution 
I  understand  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  whites 
in  general  not  for  a  particular  party  of  them,  and 
the  place  is  far  too  good  to  be  allowed  to  be  given 
to  certain  people  who  have  no  particular  right  to 
it,  and  I  am  very  much  afraid  if  they  regard  that 
as  their  own  property  the  families  will  increase 
and  it  will  become  a  squatting  ground  for  the 
multiplication  of  poor  whites. 

103.  Mr.  Mic/iatf.]  Would  it  not  be  a  good  thing 
if  they  have  an  industrial  school  there  to  teach 
the  sons  of  poor  families,  who  could  go  out  and 
be  carpenters  or  work  on  the  railways,  and  if  they 
have  a  training  school  for  the  girls  also  ? — That 
would  be  excellent  as  a  relief  for  the  surplus  popu- 
lation, but  I  regard  Kakamas  as  an  institution  of 
that  sort  already — as  an  agricultural  institution 
where  people  are  established  and  their  condition 
is  improved  morally  and  materially  until  they 
are  fit  to  become  ordinary  independent  citizens. 

C3.  1906.— Indigent  Whites.  B 
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E  A^Nobb^  ^^^-  ^^^(^i^'^^^f^f^^-]  S^^t  then  I  have  been  told  that 
"  many  of  the  people  who  "o  there  have  become 
impoverished  owing  to  their  own  want  of  restraint. 
Drink  is  the  cause  in  a  great  many  cases,  and  at 
Kakamas  no  drink  is  allowed  so  these  people  are 
under  supervision.  If  they  are  sent  into  the  world 
they  return  to  that  temptation  ? — Yes,  but  the 
object  of  giving  Kakamas  was  not  as  a  home  for 
inebriates  but  as  a  school  for  the  poor  whites  and 
the  majority  of  them  are  not  poor  through  any 
fault  of  their  own  but  through  the  conditions  of 
their  upbringing. 

105  I  do  not  know  the  history  in  regard  to 
Kakamas.  How  was  the  grant  made  ? — Kakamas, 
Neus  and  Zoetap  were  set  aside  by  Government 
for  the  purpose  of  a  Labour  Colony  for  poor  whites 
under  the  control  of  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church 
without  any  charge,  subject  to  the  one  condition 
that  title  might  be  applied  for  if  the  labour  colony 
proved  to  be  successful.  The  position  now  seems 
to  be  that  the  labour  colony  is  successful  and  that 
now  title  may  be  applied  for. 

106.  Mr.  Kohlerr\  Then  you  think  that  this 
having  been  accomplished  Government  should 
now  go  a  step  further  and  should  say  to  these  men 
••  We  have  further  lands  which  you  can  lease  "  ?^ 
Yes,  that  is  the  position  I  take  it. 

107.  That  is  practically  what  is  being  done  in 
the  Australian  labour  colonies  ? — Yes,  as  far  as  I 
am  aware. 

108.  The  best  men  in  the  settlement  are  allowed 
to  take  up  farms  first  on  a  lease  and  they  gradually 
acquire  it  ? — Yes. 

109.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  experi- 
ments which  the  present  Government  have  made 
at  A^ygelioom  V — No,  I  have  had  no  connection  with 
it. 

110.  They  have  placed  some  poor  whites  on 
Yygcboom  ? — I  think  so. 

111.  J//'.  FofvelL]  With  regard  to  the  natural 
objection  made  by  the  President  of  farmers  not 
beino-   missionaries,   wcmld  tliat  dinicultv  not   be 
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met   by   having  travelling   men  in   the  way  the  ^  A^obbs 
Agricultural   Department   now   have   in    sending        '— 
out    men    to    teach     fruit     growing     and     other  '^'^'^'' ^*''  ^'"^^*^" 
matters? — I   think   not,   because   the   man  would 
be   wanted   to   be   a   permanency   there   to   show 
them  every  step  in  the  production  of  the  various 
crops,  and  he  himself  must  acquire   information 
upon  the  subject  as  a  stranger  would  not  be  familiar 
with  the  climatic  conditions.     I  think  a  resident 
man  might  also  be  the  manager  of  the  irrigation 
furrow — the  bailiff  for  instance — there  would  be  a 
lot  of  other  work  for  him  as  well  as  instructing 
the  farmers.    I  would  not  put  him  there  as  teacher 
so  much  as  general  agricultural  overseer. 

112.  Mr.  Michau.]  Have  you  ever  visited  the 
Salt  Pans  in  the  Maraisburg  district  ? — No,  I  have 
not"  been  there. 

113.  Mr.  Graaff.]  Have  you  been  to  the  Kalahari? 
— Yes. 

114.  What  is  your  idea  of  the  Kalahari  ?  Could 
farming  be  carried  on  there  on  a  larger  scale  than 
at  Kakamas  ? — There  was  a  Bill  before  Parliament 
last  Session,  but  time  prevented  its  passage,  in 
connection  with  that  matter  ;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  it  could  be  applied  with  advantage  to  poor 
whites  of  the  description  of  those  who  have  learnt 
farming  under  intensive  irrigation  of  Kakamas. 
Kakamas  is  most  fertile  land,  with  abundance  of 
water  ;  the  converse  is  the  case  in  the  Kalahari. 

115.  Your  contention  is  that  KaLamas  will  in 
time  prove  too  small  for  the  population,  and  I  agree 
with  you  that  some  outlet  should  be  provided. 
Now  cannot  these  people  go  to  the  Kalahari  and 
start  farming  there,  if  not  grain  farming  perhaps 
stock  farming  ? — Possibl}",  in  certain  portions  of 
the  Kalahari  with  which  I  am  not  familiar,  but 
not  in  the  extreme  south-western  portion. 

116.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  lands  in 
Bechuanaland  ? — 1  do  not  know  the  portion  to 
the  west  of  Yryburg. 

117.  How  many  morgen  of  land  should  be 
allotted  to  one  family  at  Kakamas  at  present  ? — 
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E  A^xobb^  ^^^  along   the    Orange   River  six   niorgen   is   the 
—        minimum  that  will  support  a  family.     Once  that 
june26, 190G.  fr^^^-^iiy  begius  to  increasc  and  grow  up,  six  niorgen 
can  no  longer  give  sustenance  to  them  all. 

118.  If  instead  of  six  you  gave  ten.  would  that 
not  be  better  V — But  then  you  will  have  so  many 
fewer  families. 

119.  But  each  member  of  the  family  would  be 
able  to  cultivate  an  additional  quantity  ? — I  think 
you  will  lind  that  there  will  be  sufficient  scope  for 
some  years  to  come  for  the  men  who  have  passed 
through  Kakamas  or  Kakamas  North  farms 
belonging  to  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  but 
after  that  I  think  we  shall  always  have  difficulty 
in  finding  land  to  put  them  on — land  of  the  same 
class  as  Kakamas  ;  w^e  may  hnd  grazing  farms  far 
out  in  the  north-west,  as  you  suggest. 

120.  Do  you  know  the  land  along  the  coast,  for 
instance  from  Durbanville  in  the  direction  of  the 
Paarl  ?— Yes. 

121.  Is  that  land  suitable  for  settling  poor  whites 
on  ? — It  would  take  a  pretty  large  piece  to  support 
a  family. 

122.  What  do  you  mean  ? — Wherever  there  are 
vleis,  as  in  the  Zandveld  of  Piquetberg,  we  already 
have  a  large  number  of  poor  whites.  Where  there 
is  water  we  get  excellent  crops,  but  the  great  bulk 
of  that  land  is  too  dry  and  barren  for  anything  but 
stock,  and  is  as  fully  occupied  as  it  can  be.  At  Yer- 
loren  Ylei  and  some  moist  land  near  Darling, 
wherever  the  rivers  go  through,  you  get  very 
fertile  land  indeed  where  a  family  might  live  in 
comfort  on  from  20  to  30  morgen. 

123.  Would  that  be  suitable  for  agriculture  ? — 
Yes,  for  vegetables  and  so  on. 

124.  There  is  a  great  quantity  of  land  there  ? — 
Yes.  but  it  is  in  private  hands  and  rather  costly. 

125.  What  about  land  in  the  Sandveld,  in  the 
direction  of  Grawater  V — I  understand  it  is  all  the 
same  country  right  up  to  Lam]}erts  J5ay,  and  you 
have  a  dense  population  of  poor  whites  there 
alreadv. 
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126.  But  they   are  on   the   land  ? — Yes,  on   un-  ^  ^^^xobbs 
divided  farms.     The  aim  there  should  be  the  other    "    -  ° 
way,  to  get  them  to  more  productive  areas.  June26.i!)0fi. 

127.  You  have  been  to  Knysna  ? — I  know  it  well. 

128.  Could  not  labour  colonies  be  established 
there — I  understand  there  is  some  good  land 
available  there  ? — There  have  been  a  series  of 
lamentable  failures  there  within  the  last  twenty 
or  thirty  years. 

129.  How  were  they  established  ? — They  were 
unfavourably  established  and  there  was  no  chance 
of  success  from  the  outset,  besides  in  that  place  we 
have  too  many  poor  whites  already  and  it  is  a  very 
serious  question  indeed. 

130.  Have  you  visited  the  Gamtoos  River,  near 
Human sd or p  ? — Yes. 

131.  What  are  the  possibilities  there  ? — It  is 
very  fertile  land,  but  it  is  private  property  and  a 
high  value  is  placed  on  it. 

132.  What  do  you  call  a  high  value  ? — I  can 
send  you  a  note  of  the  prices  ;  but  that  is  where 
the  English  Church  at  Hankey  has  lately  given 
up  the  agricultural  side  of  its  work  for  the  reason 
brought  forward,  that  the  spiritual  and  material 
welfare  of  these  people  clashed. 

133.  What  would  good  land  which  you  could 
irrigate  be  worth  per  morgen  ? — Irrigated  land 
may  be  worth  up  to  £80  per  morgen,  and  land  not 
yet  under  cultivation  may  possibly  run  from  £3  to 
£5  per  morgen. 

134.  Mr.  Ko/iler.]  1  understood  you  to  say  that 
you  thought  the  coast  belt  would  not  admit  of  a 
larger  population.  You  did  not  mean  to  make 
that  statement  ? — I  should  have  said  ''  under 
present  conditions."  We  have  the  majority  of  our 
poor  whites  in  our  coastal  areas. 

135.  You  will  admit  that  on  the  coast  belt  there 
are  large  tracts  of  land  at  the  present  moment 
which  can  be  cultivated  but  which  are  unculti- 
vated ? — I  have  always  held  that  view,  and  have 
insisted  on  it. 
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Dr-  ]^35    There  is  the  land  stretching  from  Durban 

— "   ''  Eoad  to  Klapmuts  on  both  sides  of  the  railway 

June  26,1 906.  ]jj^^      You  will  find  a  few  plots   of  this   planted 

with  vegetables.     Is  it  not  possible  that  the  whole 

of  that  ground  can  be  turned  to  the  same  purpose  ? 

— In  course  of  time  I  certainly  think  it   will   be 

utilized.     Within    the    last   five   years   there   has 

been  a  remarkable  progress  made,  but  it  will  take 

a  long  time,  as  the  supply  will  exceed  the  demand. 

187.  It  is  not  a  question  then  of  the   land  being 

suitable,  it  is  a  question  of   finding   a   market  ? — 

Yes,  besides  that  the  land  is  not  very  fertile  and 

would  require  a  quantity  of  manure   as   well   as 

great  industry  on  the  part  of  the  people,  which  is 

not  a  leading  characteristic  of  the  poor  white. 

138.  Do  not  you  think  if  it  could  be  arranged 
that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  give  a  man  a 
small  amount  of  this  land,  plant  fruit  trees  and 
vines  on  it,  and  give  him  a  couple  of  cows,  and 
that  even  without  irrigation  he  would  be  able  to  make 
a  fair  living  on  such  soil  as  we  have  in  the  coast 
belt  ? — Many  advanced  farmers  in  that  area  have 
made  that  suggestion,  and  have  asked  me  many 
times  if  I  could  find  suitable  settlers  for  such 
tenements,  and  they  have  tried  poor  whites,  but 
the}^  have  not  succeeded. 

139.  Are  the  conditions  ripe  ? — Yes  ;  there  have 
long  been  openings  for  industrious,  poor  men. 
Farmers  have  been  willing  to  help  by  giving  them 
cattle  and  helping  them  to  fence,  and  so  on.  I 
have  had  propositions  laid  before  me,  but  wherever 
they  have  tried  it  has  been  a  faihire,  owing  to  the 
people  themselves — the  poor  whites. 

J4().  You  will  admit  that  prices  generally  for 
agricultural  products  are  higher  in  tliis  country 
than  in  most  others  ? — Yes.  that  is  generally 
admitted. 

141.  Then  in  other  countries  a  man  can  hire  a 
small  farm,  with  a  house  and  trees  on  it.  Now  if 
we  had  similar  small  farms  in  this  country  which 
could  be  let,  would  that  not  meet  the  case,  or  do 
vou  think  that  these  men  are  lazv,  and  tliat  there 
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is   something  wrong   with  them  ? — Yes,  they  are  ^  ^^^obbs. 
lazy,  and  there  is  something  wrong  with   them,    "    — 
and  they  do  fail  when  they  start  under  those  con-  J^ine26,i90G. 
ditions. 

142.  The  fault  is  not  with  the  country  ? — No.  I 
may  point  out  that  the  land  you  refer  to  is  priyate 
land.  There  is  no  Goyernment  land  ayailable  in 
the  coastal  belt. 

143.  Chairman.']  I  suppose  in  this  country  there 
are  really  yery  few  farmers  who  hold  under  lease- 
hold, compared  with  other  countries  ? — Compared 
with  other  countries  there  are  yery  few,  but  the 
practice  seems  to  be  commencing. 

144.  Would  you  be  in  f ayour  of  it  increasing  ? — 
Yes,  it  is  yery  good,  but  it  is  the  enterprising  man 
with  a  limited  capital  who  is  going  in  for  it  ;  deal- 
ing with  poor  whites  we  are  dealing  with  peculiarl}^ 
unfayourable  material  for  tenant  farmers. 

145.  You  will  often  find  a  man  will  sooner  buy 
a  farm  and  get  a  mortgage  on  it,  and  pay  double 
in  interest  what  his  rent  would  haye  been,  because 
he  wants  to  be  the  owner  ? — That  is  a  peculiarity 
of  our  people. 

146.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  many  poor 
whites  who  would  take  land  on  lease  if  those  of  our 
farmers  who  haye  broad  acres  wished  to  let  por- 
tions of  their  farms  ? — People  would  come  forward 
but  not  poor  whites  ;  because  the  poor  whites  are 
byowners.  Whereyer  I  go  I  hear  complaints  that 
they  are  thoroughly  unsatisfactory  in  eyery  way  to 
deal  with.  The  lack  of  education  is  the  chief 
cause  of  this,  but  I  think  we  are  getting  past  that 
difficulty. 

147.  The  first  thing  is  to  get  hold  of  the  children 
and  educate  them  ? — Yes. 

148.  Mr.  Michaa.']  In  your  experience  you  haye 
found  that  the  majority  of  the  children  of  what 
we  call  poor  whites  are  uneducated  ? — Certainly. 

149.  As  soon  as  they  haye  received  education 
there  is  no  difficulty  V — No,  but  there  is  a  second 
handicap.  The  first  reason  is  lack  of  education 
and  the  remedy  is  obyious  ;  but  the  second  cause  is 
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the  system  of  inheritance  of  land,  and  I  think  that 
the  desire  of  the  people  always  to  liA^e  on  the  old 
'^""'^ -'■•'■'*"'•  farm,  divide  it  and  sub- divide  it,  cannot  be  got 
over.  The  progressive  members  of  a  poor  white 
family  are  held  back  by  their  debased  surround- 
ings. Take  the  Long  Kloof,  for  example,  there  used 
to  be  a  series  of  excellent  farms  there,  but  now  it 
consists  of  little  villages.  The  farms  and  the 
water  are  divided  communally  and  they  cannot 
make  the  most  out  of  the  land  because  thej^  will 
not  combine,  and  the  good  men  are  kept  back  by 
the  others,  so  that  unless  we  can  in  some  way  get 
rid  of  that,  I  think  we  have  not  yet  commenced  to 
solve  the  question. 

150.  Mr.  Ko/iler.]  Eut  is  not  the  tendency  in 
Australia  for  Government  to  buy  up  large  estates 
and  cut  them  up  in  tenements  ? — Yes. 

151.  You  think  that  limit  has  been  exceeded  ? — 
Yes,  in  many  cases. 

152.  3lr.  Michau.']  But  we  want  to  find  the 
remedy  ? — If  we  know  the  cause,  the  remedy  will 
follow. 

153.  Mr.  Kohler.']  Those  farms  which  have, 
been  cut  up  in  that  way. — with  better  methods  of 
cultivation  would  they  not  be  able  to  make  a 
living  on  them  ?  Is  it  not  because  they  have  the 
farms  cut  up  ? — If  the  farms  were  cut  up  it  would 
be  a  great  advantage.  These  farms  are  jointly 
owned  by  several  families,  and  have  not  been  sub- 
divided. If  cut  up  the  thing  naturally  corrects 
itself,  because  the  better  man  buys  out  his  neigh- 
bour. He  never  becomes  very  wealthy,  though 
he  secures  an  independence,  but  he  cannot 
buy  out  his  ])rothers  ownhig  just  a  proportion 
of  the  land. 

151.  Ch((innan.'\  But  the  remedy  is  in  the  hands 
of  themselves  ? — But  they  will  not  take  the 
remedy.  The  legal  remedy  is  there  if  they  could 
only  be  induced  to  take  it. 

155.  Mr.  MicJtau.']  You  cannot  apply  that  to 
pastoral  farms.  You  could  cut  up  an  agricultural 
farm  of  ten  to  fifteen  moroen.     You  must  have 
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at  least  1,000  morgen.  The  majority  of  the  pastoral  ^  A?Nobbs. 
land  being  under  water  you  could  grow  lucerne. —        — 
you   cannot   grow   lucerne   without   water? — q^.^,.  June26, i;»o(.. 
tainly.     It   is   impossible   for   us   to  have  a  dense 
population  in  pastoral  areas,  as  the  ground  will 
never  keep  them. 

3Ir.  Hendrik  Johaune^^  Mulder,  M.L.A..  examined. 

156.  Chairman.']  You  are  a  member  of   P^i'^i^- h  j  ^MuWer 
ment  for  Oudtshoorn,  and  were  formerly  a  mem-      m.l.a. 
ber  of  our  own  body  ? — Yes.  .Tune  2^  1906. 

157.  You  have  been  a  farmer  all  your  life,  I 
suppose,  and  always  lived  in  Oudtshoorn  ? — Yes, 
on  a  farm  near  there,  but  not  in  Oudtshoorn  itself. 

158.  Are  there  many  poor  whites  there  ? — Yes. 
and  they  are  increasing. 

159.  What  is  done  practically  to  assist  them  ? — 
There  is  nothing  done. 

160.  They  are  nearly  all  bywoners  ? — Yes. 

161.  Are  some  of  these  bywoners  doing  well  ? — 
The  best,  the  more  thrifty,  are  doing  well ;  the 
others  are  told  to  go  somewhere  else. 

162.  Are  the  farmers  liberal  in  your  district  to 
the  bywoners  ? — Some  are,  and  some  are  not. 

163.  But  some  of  them,  even  if  liberally  treated, 
will  never  do  any  good  ? — No. 

164.  In  many  cases  they  are  uneducated  ? — Yes. 

165.  If  the  children  were  educated,  would  it  not 
help  to  raise  them  out  of  their  indolence— for  the 
future  generations  at  all  events  ? — Yes. 

166.  But  in  the  meantime,  how  would  you 
suggest  helping  the  poor  whites  ? — I  think  that 
Government  should  give  them  land  to  cultivate 
and  that  they  should  work  on  the  land,  otherwise 
I  do  not  know  how  to  manage  them. 

167.  But  they  would  perhaps  part  with  the 
land  ? — But  they  must  not  be  able  to  sell  the  land. 
Give  it  to  them  for  a  small  rent.  I  do  not  think 
it  would  do  to  give  it  them  on  shares. 

168.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  poverty  of 
the  poor  whites  in  your  district — is  it  their  own 
fault  or  through  causes  over  which  they  have  no 
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H  J  Mulder  coiitrol  ? — In  soHie  cases  it  is  their  own  fault,  but 

M.L.A.     in  others  it  is  throusfh   misfortune.     For  instance, 

June  20. 1906.  ^^  ^^®  farm  I  am  living  there  was  only   one  man 

formerly,   now   there   are   40   or  50   on  the   farm, 

and  some  have  gone  somewhere  else. 

169.  But  I  understand  that  in  your  district  a 
farm  would  be  divided  into  40  farms  and  each 
of  these  would  raise  more  than  the  original  farm 
would  do  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

170.  And  you  have  increased  the  irrigation  and 
cultivation  ? — Yes.  Formerly  they  had  very  few 
morgen,  now  they  have  as  much  as  100  niorgen 
each  in  some  cases. 

171.  And  a  lot  of  lucerne  is  grown  there  ? — Yes. 

172.  Some  of  it  is  sent  outside  the  district,  to 
Johannesburg,  etc.  ? — Yes. 

173.  And  is  there  land— Government  land — in 
the  Oudtshoorn  district  available  for  the  purpose  ? 
—No. 

174.  Then  where  do  you  think  it  would  be  avail- 
able ? — One  good  thing  Government  could  do 
would  be  to  expropriate  what  we  call  weiveld^  and 
build  large  dams  to  preserve  water  in  times  of 
abundance  and  to  bring  the  water  on  to  these 
lands. 

175.  Eut  where  would  the  water  be — would  it  be 
flood  water  ? — Yes. 

176.  Is  there  plenty  of  that  kind  of  land  avail- 
able ? — Yes,  there  are  thousands  of  morgen  of  that 
kind. 

177.  Mr.  Graaff.]  How  many  years  have  you 
been  a  farmer  in  the  Oudtshoorn  district  ? — All 
my  life. 

178.  Eut  how  many  years  ? — I  began  farming 
about  1865  ;  that  is,  about  40  years'  farming. 

179.  You  of  course  have  seen  a  great  deal  of 
these  poor  whites  during  your  lifetime  ? — Yes. 

180.  What  we  want  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  is  : 
What  causes  these  white  people  to  become  poor  ? — 
Well,  there  was  a  farm  JDeloiiging  to  a  man  with 
11  children  ;  that  farm  was  divided  into 
11   lots,     and   now     there     are     about    40   or    50 
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of  them.     Some  are  unfortunate,  some  are  lazy  and  ^  j  ^l;^i^^^ 
those   go   backward  and   they  cannot  live  on  the      m.l.a. 
portion  they  had  and  are  obliged  to  sell  it.  j^^^  2h^,i906 

181.  So  you  mean  the  population  becomes  too 
large  in  many  instances  for  the  farm  to  carry  ? — 
Yes. 

182.  Well,  now,  that  shows  that  the  progress  of 
the  district  has  not  been  advancing  with  regard  to 
its  inhabitants  ? — Yes,  it  has  been. 

183.  But  you  have  so  many  poor  whites  ? — Yes, 
but  the  whites  increase  as  the  progress  increases. 

184.  Who  succeed  as  a  rule  after  they  have  got 
rid  of  their  farms  ?  Are  there  many  Dutch  people  ? 
— Yes,  mostly  the  Dutch,  but  there  are  a  good 
many  Jews  getting  the  upper  hand.  I  do  not  like 
to  say  very  much  about  them,  but  over  the  whole 
district  they  have  small  shops  and  the  poor  people 
buy  on  credit  from  them,  and  very  soon  they  are 
over  their  ears  in  debt. 

185.  Chainnan.]  Then  they  must  sell  their 
produce  to  the  dealer  ? — Yes. 

186.  3Ir.  Graaff.]  Then  when  they  get  into 
debt — ? — They  never  get  out  of  it. 

187.  And  the  land  becomes  the  propertv  of — ? — 
The  Jew. 

188.  Does  he  work  on  the  farm  for  the  Jew  ? — 
Sometimes. 

189.  What  is  the  tendency  of  the  poor  white  : 
to  drift  into  the  towns  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so  in 
our  district.     Every  farm  is  like  a  town  in  itself. 

190.  How  many  poor  whites  have  you  on  your 
farm,  approximately  ? — I  have  about  20  by- 
woners. 

191.  About  20  families  ?— Yes. 

192.  Do  they  work  on  the  share  system  ? — Some 
pay  rent  and  some  work  on  the  share  system, — it 
all  depends.  If  I  put  my  own  stock  on  the  land 
which  I  give  to  them  they  get  a  third  share  and  I 
get  two-thirds. 

193.  What  would  be  their  income,  approxi- 
mately, per  annum  ? — About  £100. 


June  2(i.  1 90(! 


28  MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE    TAKEN    BEFOltE    THE 

J.  Moulder  ^^^-  ^^  ^^^^^  clear  after  paying  the  rent  and 
ai.L.A.  expenses  ? — Yes.  In  some  instances  tliey  get  more 
and  sometimes  less. 

195.  But  it  would  average  £100  a  year  ? — Yes. 

196.  That  means  about  £8  per  month?— Yes. 

197.  He  lives  on  this  .€100  ?— Yes. 

198.  What  must  he  pay  out  of  that  £100  ?— He 
grows  his  own  vegetables  and  his  own  food,  then 
ho  buys  a  sheep  or  a  goat  here  and  there  to 
slaughter  for  himself. 

199.  Then,  further,  he  must  clothe  himself  and 
his  family  and  educate  them  out  of  this  £100  a 
year  ? — Yes. 

200.  And  how  do  you  find  these  people  :  do  they 
stick  to  their  work,  or  are  they  rather  lazy  ? — 
Some  of  them  are  rather  lazy.  As  I  have  said, 
those  who  are  diligent  will  always  get  land  to  live 
on,  but  the  lazy  ones  are  put  oft*  the  land. 

201.  I  suppose  they  are  treated  all  round  as  you 
would  treat  a  bywoner  ? — Yes. 

202.  Your  neighbours  have  a  number  of  by- 
woners  engaged  on  the  same  terms  ? — Yes,  practi- 
cally. 

203.  And  are  these  bywoners  educated  or  unedu- 
cated ? — The  older  ones  are  uneducated — they  can 
read  and  write,  but  the  younger  ones  are  better 
educated.  We  have  two  Government  schools  and 
three  private  schools  on  our  farm. 

204.  If  we  get  these  people  who  have  drifted 
into  the  towns  back  to  the  land,  how  many  morgen 
would  be  required  for  a  family  ? — Ten  morgen.  I 
know  a  man  who  has  only  nine  morgen  and  he  does 
well  on  it  and  makes  £200  to  £300  a  year. 

205.  What  is  the  extent  of  land  a  bywoner 
gets  on  your  farm  ? — I  have  one  who  has  60  mor- 
gen and  he  pays  £200  a  year  rent,  which  is  very 
cheap.  Another  has  his  on  shares — he  has  40 
morgen  and  has  his  own  ostriches  on  the  farm,  and 
I  get  half  the  profits.  Last  year  I  got  £500  and  he 
got  the  same. 

206.  Chairman.]  Is  "  bywoner  "  the  proper  term 
to  apply  to  a  man  who  pays  rent  ? — No,  but  still  in 
common  use  we  call  them  that. 
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207.  What  would  they  prefer,  being    tenants    or  jj  j  ^l^^^^,. 
having   the   ground   on    shares  ? — A   good    many      m.l.a. 
prefer   it  on    shares,  for  when   dr}^   seasons   come  j^j^^  2^  i9og 
they  cannot  raise  their  rent.  The  man  I  mentioned 

who  has  40  morgen, — I  wanted  to  lease  the  land  to 
him  last  year  for  £400.  '•  No,"  he  said.  "  I  prefer 
to  take  it  on  the  half  share."  And  I  got  £500  as 
my  share. 

208.  Do  you  build  houses  for  them  or  do  they 
build  them  themselves  ? — I  build  them. 

209.  Is  all  your  farm  irrigated  ? — Yes. 

210.  Mr.  Michau.]  Do  they  keep  stock  also  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  so.  In  winter  they  haye  to  driye  the 
stock. into  the  iceiveld. 

211.  In  your  opinion  the  poor  whites  are  in- 
creasing in  your  district  ? — Yes.  they  are  bound  to 
do  so.  When  our  children  grow  up  we  giyc  the 
land  to  our  children,  and  what  is  to  become  of 
them  afterwards.  The  only  idea  is  for  Goyern- 
ment  to  build  dams  and  preserve  the  flood  waters. 
There  is  plenty  of  land  which  could  be  put  under 
irrigation — thousands  of  morgen. 

212.  Goyernment  land  ? — No,  private  land  which 
the  Goyernment  could  expropriate. 

213.  Chairman.']  And  have  to  pay  a  good  sum 
for  it,  I  expect  ? — No,  it  is  ivelveld^  about  £2  a 
morgen.  Generally  it  is  calculated  at  £1  a  morgen. 

214.  Mr.  Powell.']  As  these  bywoners  or  poor 
whites  are  taking  so  large  a  part  in  the  life  of  the 
farm,  might  there  not  be  an  outcry  if  they  were 
removed  under  some  big  scheme  that  they  were 
found  useful? — There  will  always  remain  enough. 

215.  Mr.  KiJhler.]  You  know  that  in  Australia 
the  Government  at  the  present  moment  have  a  law 
by  which  they  can  expropriate  farms  there  ;  they 
tax  the  farm  to  a  certain  extent  and  put  a  A^aluation 
on  it,  and  then  the  farmer  can  either  pay  the  tax 
or  say  to  the  Government,  "I  do  not  think  it  is 
worth  that ;  you  must  take  it  over."  Then  the 
Government  takes  it  over  and  cuts  it  up.  Would 
you  recommend  that  here  ? — No,  I  would  not.  I 
would  recommend  expropriation  of  the  ivetveld. 
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„  T^'ii         216.  Would  not  the  larmers  as  a  general  body 

H.  J.  Mulder,      i.,,         ,t  •;•  o    .-i  .tt-vt* 

M.L.A.      object  to  the  expropriation  or  the  weiveld  ? — Ino, 
June  2o\  1906  ^hcy  would  iiot  objoct  so  much  to  that. 

217.  You  think  they  would  fall  in  with  that 
view  ? — Yes. 

218.  How  many  moreen  of  land  would  be  avail- 
able for  that  scheme  in  the  ( Judtshoorn  district  ? — 
Thousands  of  morgen. 

219.  10,000  morgen  ? — Fully  that  ;  rather  more. 

Mr.  AtheUtan  Hall  Co/'iu'sh-Bowdoi,   examined. 
Mr.  220.   Chai7^niruLl     You  are  the  Surveyor- General 

A.H.Cornish-      ,.   ,■,        ^^    -,              ,-,       -ct 
Bowden.       Ol    the  C  OlOllV  ."^ 1  CS. 

221.  The  Committee  is  anxious  to  know  from 
you  whether  there  is  any  ^jvailable  land — Crown 
land — similar  to  what  has  been  granted  at 
Kakamas  on  which  poor  whites  could  be  settled  ? 
— There  is  Crown  land,  but  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  could  be  developed  in  the  same  way  as  at 
Kakamas.  Mr.  Gordon  would  know  more  about 
it  than  1  do.  There  is  plenty  of  Crown  land  avail- 
able for  disposal  along  the  Orange  Kiver. 

222.  Do  you  know  Kakamas  at  all  ? — 1  have 
never  been  there. 

223.  To  whom  does  the  largest  island  nearest 
Kakamas  belong  ? — It  still  belongs  to  Government. 

224.  Is  there  an}-  land  under  irrigation  which 
could  be  brought  to  increase  Kakamas  ? — I  under- 
stand that  a  largo  extent  of  land  could  be  pat 
under  irrigation  at  Hartebeeste  Ilivier  Mond. 

225.  If  settlements  for  poor  whites  were  made 
elsewhere  than  at  Kakamas.  do  you  know  where 
there  is  any  Government  land  suitable  for  the  pur- 
pose ? — No,  I  do  not.  ITiere  is  the  Hartz  Eiver  Irri- 
gation Scheme,  which  is  the  next  large  scheme  to 
be  considered  by  the  Government,  I  believe.  Mr. 
Gordon  says  the  various  Orange  Eiver  schemes 
cannot  be  considered  at  present  with  any  chance 
of  success  because  the  taking  out  of  the  furrow 
would  cost  too  much. 

220.  Mr.  Potrcll].  It  is  in  evidence  that  the 
Commissioner  intended  to  have  special  maps  pre- 
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pared :  do  you  know  anvthino-  of  them  ? — No.  I  ,  „  n  ""■  •  i, 
iiave  not  seen  any  special  ones  prepared.  Bowden. 

227.  Can  you  make  inquiries  about  the  niatter  ?  j^^^^  20 1906 
— I  could  do  so,  certainly.    In  Mr.  Gordon's  Eeport 
he  had  a  map  prepared  of  the  land  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Hartz  Eiver  showing  the  Crown 
land  affected  in  a  distinctive  colour. 

22s.  But  this  is  for  the  whole  Colony,  and  for 
all  lands,  not  merely  irrigable  lands  ? — I  have  plans 
prepared  in  the  office  for  all  Crown  lands  in  the 
Colony,  but  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  how  much 
is  irrigable. 

229.  Mr.  Ko/de?'.]  Would  it  be  possible  in  course 
of  years  to  take  up  each  district  of  the  Colony — 
say  one  at  a  time — and  have  a  proper  map  compiled, 
showing  all  the  uncultivated  land  in  each  district, 
whether  it  be  Government  land  or  Ijelonging  to 
private  individuals,  and  giving  particulars  of  the 
depth  of  the  soil,  and  practically  what  it  would  be 
available  for  ?— I  do  not  think  the  suggestion  is 
within  the  range  of  practical  ideas  because  at 
present  we  are  trying  to  get  sufficient  funds  for  a 
topographical  survey,  which  would  be  of  great 
service,  but  that  has  had  to  be  abandoned  owing 
to  lack  of  funds.  If  they  had  a  survey  made  for 
the  purpose  you  wish,  it  would  also  cost  a  tremen- 
dous sum  of  money,  and  I  am  afraid  it  would  not 
be  forthcoming. 

230.  But  if  such  a  survey  were  made,  would  it 
not  increase  the  population  on  the  land  ?  If  maps 
were  in  existence  people  could  see  what  the  land 
was  fit  for.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  have  that 
effect  ? — I  think  so,  and  I  think  that  it  would  help 
the  owners  of  the  farms  if  they  could  see  what 
experts  showed  as  regards  the  value  of  the  land 
for  cultivation,  but  I  think  the  cost  would  be  pro- 
hibitive. 

231.  If  it  were  gradually  done  ? — I  do  not  think 
the  Government  would  quite  see  their  way  to  ex- 
ploiting private  property. 

232.  In  the  interests  of  the  whole  State  ?— It 
would    require    much    consideration     to     decide 
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\  H  Snish-  whether  the  expense  would  be  justified  or  not,  be- 

'  Bowden.     cause  the  Government  would  help  to  bear  the  cost 

june27i9(Hi  ^^  ^^®  survey,  while  private  owners  would  reap 

the  direct  benefits  of  it.     It  would  require  a  great 

many  agricultural  experts  and  a   good  many  sur- 

vevors  to  effect  a  thorough  survev. 

233.  Even  slowly  ?— Yes. 

234.  You  think  the  private  owners  would  profit 
mostly  ;  you  do  not  think  the  general  advantage 
to  the  State  would  fairly  out-balance  the  good  it 
would  do  to  the  owners  ? — I  think  it  would  be 
money  well  spent  if  it  would  develop  the  land,  but 
it  is  open  to  question  as  to  whether  it  would  have 
that  effect. 

235.  It  has  not  been  done  in  any  other  countries 
to  your  knowledge  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  I  never 
heard  of  it. 

236.  You  know  there  were  some  Australians 
here  some  time  ago  and  they  came  to  settle  in  this 
country,  and  because  they  could  not  get  sufficient 
information  they  left  again.  They  had  ample 
means  and  intended  to  settle  in  the  country  ? — I 
am  not  aware  of  it. 

237.  Chairrnan.']  Are  Crown  lands  disposed  of 
by  public  auction, — that  is  the  general  principle,  is 
it  not  ? — Yes.  The  Act  No.  40  of  1895  also  enables 
the  Government  to  throw  open  farms  for  selection 
and  prescribes  that  anyone  wanting  to  settle  on 
the  land  has  to  send  his  name  and  deposit  one- 
twentieth  of  the  value  of  the  land  with  the  Civil 
Commissioner.  If  there  is  more  than  one  appli- 
cant on  the  date  the  applications  are  considered 
the  successful  applicant  is  drawn  for  by  lot. 

238.  But  as  an  inducement  would  it  not  be  a 
good  plan  for  every  Civil  Commissioner  to  have 
plans  or  lists  of  farms  to  show  which  are  open  to 
selection  ? — Yes,  that  is  done  now.  In  the  district 
of  Calvinia  th.ere  are  a  large  number  of  farms  open 
to  inspection  and  the  Civil  Commissioner  has  plans 
and  he  is  able  to  answer  any  inquiries.  In  the 
case  of  farms  thrown  open  for  selection  I  think 
we  usuallv  make  a  limit  of  time — in  fact  I  think 


SELECT    COMMITTEE    ON    INDIGENT    WHITES,  33 

the  Act  prescribes  it — up   to   which  applif'ations  ^  ^5^^;^^.^^^. 
must  be  sent  in.  Bowden. 

239.  In  the  office  of  the  Civil  Commissioner  is  j^ne  2^1906. 
there  a  list  of  farms  which  are  open  to  selection 

and  lying  there  for  inspection  by  anyone  intend- 
ing to  buy  the  land  ? — No.  Not  permanently.  As 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  carry  it  out  plans 
have  been  furnished  showing  farms  available  for 
sale  and  selection  on  specified  dates,  but  as  the 
date  on  which  applications  mxust  close  is  put  in 
the  advertisement  the  plans  are  only  lent  for  the 
time  being  whilst  the  farms  are  open. 

240.  But  do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good 
plan  to  alter  the  law  so  as  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  fix  the  prices  and  to  give  notice  at  the 
Civil  Commissioner's  office  that  these  particular 
farms  are  for  sale  at  such  and  such  prices  ? — Yes, 
that  is  practically  what  is  done  now,  but  we  have 
to  make  a  day  on  which  the  farms  are  no  longer 
open  in  that  way,  because,  suppose  that  on  a 
certain  date  there  are  half  a  dozen  applicants  for 
one  farm  the  names  have  to  be  drawn  by  lot  in 
order  to  determine  the  successful  applicant,  so 
that  the  farms  cannot  continue  as  being  open  for 
selection  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time. 

241.  Mr.  Oi^aaff.']  Do  you  know  the  number  of 
morgen  of  Government  land  still  available  on  the 
Orange  Eiver  suitable  for  labour  colonies  ? — No,  I 
do  not  know.  I  do  not  know  what  farms  are  suit- 
able for  labour  colonies  except  Hartebeeste. 

242.  What  is  the  extent  of  Hartebeeste  Farm  ? — 
About  five  times  as  big  as  Kakamas. 

243.  Kakamas  is  what  ? — Hartebeeste  would  be 
about  30,000  morgen. 

244.  And  who  is  in  possession  at  the  present 
time  ? — It  is  not  even  leased,  it  is  simply  reserved. 

245.  And  do  you  know  why  the  Under  Secretary 
for  Agriculture  requested  you  in  1903  that  this 
place  should  not  be  sold  ? — t  take  it  it  was  meant 
to  be  used  as  an  additional  farm  to  Kakamas 
eventually. 

C';>.  190G.— Indigent  Whites.  C 
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Mr 

A.  H.  Cornish-  246.  Eut  he  says  in  his  instructions  "  neither 
Bo^en.     ^o  the  Church  or  to  anyone  else  "  ? — I  do  not  know. 

June  2(j,  1906. 1  hayo  alway s  looked  upon  it  as  haying  been  laid 
aside  as  an  addition  to  Kakamas.  Yery  likely  he 
meant  that  it  should  not  be  sold  without  further 
consideration — that  the  whole  matter  should  be 
further  discussed. 

247.  Haye  you  any  Crown  lands  on  the  coast  ?  — 
There  may  be  odd  farms  at  Bredasdorp  and  other 
coastal  diyisions.  but  there  are  yery  few,  and,  as 
a  rule,  they  are  small.  There  is  a  lot  of  Crov>ai 
land  on  the  coast  of  Namaqualand. 

248.  But  in  close  proximity  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 
Nearly  all  the  Crown  land  has  been  disposed  of  in 
the  southern  districts  of  the  Colony. 

249.  And  do  you  know  of  any  Crown  lands 
suitable  for  labour  colonies  apart  from  those  w^e 
haye  mentioned  ? — No,  I  know  of  none  at  all. 


Thursday,  28th  June,  1906. 


PEE SENT : 

His  Honour  the  Pkesident  (Chairman). 


Mr.  Powell. 
Mr.  Graafe. 


Mr.  Kohler. 
Mr.  Michau. 


June2S.  ]'.W>. 


Mr.  Francois  Stephanus  Malan,  M.L.A.,  examined. 

^J[;  250.  Chairman.']  You  are  a  Member  of  the  House 

'  M.L.A.^^'  of  ^Vssembly  for  Malmesbury  ? — res. 

251.  I  understand  you  haye  taken  a  great  in- 
terest in  Kakamas.  and  haye  personally  yisitedtbe 
settlement  ? — Yes. 

252.  Could  you  state  generally  to  the  Committee 
what  im])ressions  you  deriycd  from  that  yisit  ? — 
During  the  latter  part  of  April  the  Key.  Mr.  Mar- 
chand — Chairman  of  the  Sy nodical  Committee 
which  has  charge  of  the  Labour  Colony  at 
Kakamas — and  Mr.  Ekstecn,   another  member  of 
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that  Committee,  visited  that  Goloi^y  and  I  had  an  p  s.^iaian, 
opportunit}^  of  going  with  them  and  seeing  the  "m.l.a. 
work  there.  My  impression  is  that  the  gi'e^t  j^^^  ^  igoc. 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  Poor  White  question 
is  how  to  get  the  people  together  under  conditions 
in  which  their  characters  can  be  formed.  On  the 
farms  and  even  in  the  towns  Avhere  they  are  left 
to  themselves  these  conditions  do  not  obtain.  At 
a  labour  colony,  where  they  are  under  super- 
vision, the  conditions  of  their  daily  life  give  to 
the  heads  of  families  a  social  training,  which  will 
enable  them  to  l^ecome  useful  citizens,  l)ut  mainly 
it  affords  an  opportunity  of  educating  the  children. 
The  labour  colony  at  Kakamas  was  started  by 
this  Synodical  Committee  of  the  Dutch  Eeformed 
Church  in  1897.  The  furrow  was  commenced  in 
1898  and  the  erven  were  given  out  shortly  before 
the  war.  Then  the  war  intervened  and  so  far  as 
the  Synodical  Connnittee  was  concerned  the  work 
came  to  a  stand- still.  Since  the  war  the  work  has 
been  re-started  with  very  fair  results.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  conditions  now  are  above  criticism, 
or  that  there  is  not  scope  for  improvement  or 
development,  but  the  essential  conditions  which  I 
think  necessary  for  the  success  of  dealing  with 
the  Poor  White  question  undoubtedly  exist  at 
Kakamas. 

253.  What  is  the  provision  there  for  the  spiritual 
needs  of  these  people  ? — The  Synodical  Committee 
appoint  a  superintendent.  The  first  superintendent 
was  the  Eev.  Mr.  Schroeder,  who  was  for  some  34 
years  in  those  parts — at  Olijvenhout  Drift,  which 
now  is  Upington.  He  first  worked  amongst  the 
Korannas,  and  later  on  amongst  the  Bastards,  who 
after  the  Koranna  rebellion  got  certain  farms  along 
the  Orange  Eiver.  In  dealing  with  these  Bastards 
ho  had  great  experience  of  people  who  required 
moral  supervision  in  order  to  be  able  to  exist  on 
these  farms  ;  so  when  this  labour  colony  was 
started  the  happy  thought  struck  the  Committee 
of  enlisting  the  services  of  Mr.  Schroeder.  The 
war  interfered  largelv  with  his  work,  but  he  laid 
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s^Maian  ^^^  fouiidatioiis  of  tliG  laboui'  colony,  and  traces  of 
M.L.A.  '  his   excellent   work   are   to   be   seen    everywhere. 
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After  the  war  he  went  back  there,  but  unfortunately 
his  health  failed — he  is  no  longer  a  young  man — 
and  he  sent  in  his  resignation.  The  Sy nodical 
Committee  then  asked  the  Eey.  Mr.  Hofmeyr,  B.A., 
a  son  of  the  Moderator  of  the  Dutch  Eeformed 
Church,  who  was  on  the  point  of  going  to  Nyassa- 
land  as  a  missionary,  whether  he  would  undertake 
the  work  as  successor  to  Mr.  Schroeder  at  a  com- 
paratiyely  small  salary.  He  has  undertaken  it  for 
loA^e  of  the  work,  and  from  Avhat  I  saw  there  he  is 
doing  yery  good  work. 

254.  I  understand  that  Mr.  Schroeder,  besides 
being  pastor,  was  the  general  supervisor  in  agri- 
cultural matters  ? — Yes,  as  regards  building  of  the 
furrow  he  supervised  the  work.  He  had  a  man, 
Mr.  Japie  Lutz,  who  is  a  very  practical  man,  to 
work  under  him,  but  Mr.  Schroder  had  the  general 
supervision  of  the  work,  and  at  Upington,  where 
he  had  to  do  the  same  sort  of  work,  he  gained 
experience  as  to  the  sub-division  of  this  land  and 
so  on.  So  he  really  had  the  whole  administration 
in  his  hands. 

255.  You  say  Mr.  Hofmeyr  is  there  at  present.  I 
suppose  he  has  not  been  educated  for  farming  or 
brought  up  for  that.  He  does  not  understand  much 
about  irrigation  and  so  on  ? — Of  course,  his  father 
being  a  minister  inland  he  came  into  contact  with 
farming  interests  and  he  has  the  general  instinct 
of  the  country,  but  he  has  had  no  special  training 
as  an  agriculturist  and  I  think  it  would  be  advis- 
able to  get  a  superintendent  for  temporal  purposes. 
Apart  from  the  question  of  the  experience  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Hofmeyr  as  an  agriculturist,  I  think  it 
would  be  a  good  thing,  because  the  spiritual  and 
temporal  duties  of  the  superintendent  may  clash 
and  one  would  re-act  on  the  other.  I  think  where 
you  have  to  deal  with  a  set  of  people  who  require 
a  good  deal  of  supervision  in  their  temporal  affairs, 
especially  when  they  have  been  by  woners  on  stock 
farms,  they  require  strong  supervision  in  agricul- 
tural mattei's. 
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256.  You  think  it  would  be  possible  to  find  a  ^  _mi 
good  man  for  the  purpose? — les.  1  think  so.  At  m,l.a. 
the  present  moment  it  may  be  said  the  settlement 
is  not  large  enough  for  two  people  as  superinten- 
dents, but  I  think  that  development  has  gone  to 
such  an  extent  that  if  not  now,  very  soon  the 
appointment  of  a  superintendent  for  the  temporal 
side  would  be  justified.  It  is  of  course  to  some 
extent  a  matter  of  expenditure.  I  do  not  know^  for 
certain,  but  if  Mr.  Japie  Lutz  could  be  got  to  under- 
take that  work  I  think  it  would  be  an  excellent 
appointment. 

257.  Is  he  still  there  ?— Yes. 

258.  He  is  a  kind  of  an  engineer  too  I  under- 
stand ? — He  had  no  theoretical  training  as  an 
engineer  ;  but  he  was  educated  in  German}^  in  a 
technical  school  and  has  done  a  good  deal  in  these 
parts  in  taking  out  furrows,  making  wells,  and  so 
on. 

259.  Is  he  a  German  or  a  Colonist  ? — He  is  a 
Colonist.  I  think  his  family  live  at  loping  ton. 
He  has  a  farm  in  the  Kalahari  and  has  spent  a 
good  deal  of  money  in  trying  to  find  water  there. 
He  is  at  present  with  the  engineer  sent  by  the 
Public  Works  Department  to  survey  a  farrow  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river.  Having  built  the  furrow 
on  the  south  side  he  has  a  practical  knowledge  as  to 
the  cost,  and  the  idea  is  to  build  the  furrow  on  the 
north  side,  of  the  same  material  and  class  of  work, 
as  the  one  on  the  south  side,  so  he  is  assisting  the 
engineer  in  forming  an  estimate  as  to  the  cost. 

260.  What  provision  is  made  at  the  settlement 
for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  settlers '? 
— There  is  a  condition  in  the  Eules  and  Eegulations 
of  the  settlement  for  compulsory  education.  They 
started  a  school  some  three  or  four  years  ago  but 
they  had  no  building  for  it  and  it  was  in  a 
/nal/'es-hifis,  but  since  then  they  have  put  up  a  nice 
building,  fairly  large,  and  it  is  also  used  for  church 
purposes  at  the  present  moment,  they  not  having 
a  church  there.  In  that  school  they  have  over  200 
^children.       Then    there     is     another     school     at 
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F  s^Maian   ^^^^^^'^1^^^^^  ^^st-    It  Is  still  ill  a  iiu(fjrs-/uh's,  iiiul  tliey 
M.L.A.  '  have     90    children    there.      At    Kakanias     West 
there  is  anothei'  in  a  tent  with  30  chiklreii.    They 
have  no  accommodation   for  more   children   and 
further  provision  will  have  to  be  made. 

261.  Who  hears  the  expense  of  the  education  of 
these  children  y — The  buildings  have  been  provided 
by  the  Committee.  The  same  grants  are  given  by 
Government  as  to  ordinary  poor  schools.  The 
schools  at  Kakamas  are  considered  as  poor  schools. 

262.  How  many  teachers  are  there  altogether  ? — 
In  the  chief  school  there  are  Mr.  Beyers  and  three 
assistants  ;  in  the  Kakamas  East  there  are  two  lady 
teachers  and  in  the  other  one  one  male  teacher. 

263.  So  that  there  is  every  hope  that  the  children 
of  these  settlors  will  have  a  much  better  education 
than  their  parents  ? — Undoubtedly  and  I  think 
that  is  the  most  encouraging  part  of  the  whole 
undertaking.  I  would  like  to  see  the  schools  they 
have  extended  and  supplemented  by  an  industrial 
school.  At  present,  largely  I  believe  for  want  of 
funds,  that  part  has  not  yet  been  attended  to,  and, 
seeing  that  the  children  of  the  settlers  cannot 
possibly  reside  on  these  plots  when  grown  up, 
their  training  must  be  to  tit  them  for  other  walks 
of  life,  and  mere  book-learning  will  not  do  for  the 
less  talented  section.  Their  parents  being  poor 
they  cannot  afford  to  go  to  better  scliools  in  the 
Colony  so  as  to  gain  that  education  which  would 
enable  them  to  earn  their  money  in  some  profession, 
and  therefore  it  is  necessary  to  train  their  eyes  and 
hands  so  that  they  may  Ijecome  useful  members 
of  the  Public  Service  in  the  Eailway  Department^ 
the  Police,  and  so  on. 

264.  3I?\  Ko/flrr.]  Your  idea  is  not  to  educate 
them  out  of  their  station,  but  to  give  them  further 
facilities  ? — To  give  them  every  chance  of  rising  in 
any  capacity  and  try  to  provide  for  themselves  so 
that  they  will  not  be  a  drain  on  the  State  but 
useful  citizens. 

265.  CJidinndn.']  Would  you  have  an  industrial 
school  on  the  same  lines  as  the  school  at  Uitenhage? 
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— Yes.    I  would  of  course  like  to  see  the  industrial  ^  j^^^ian 
part   supplerneuted  by  training  in  agriculture,  so      m.l.a. 
that   if  a   model  erf  can  be  put  at  the  disposal  of  y^^^^^yQ,; 
this  school  where  they  could  w^ork  in  a  practical 
manner  it  would  be  of  great  assistance. 

266.  You  agree  that  the  temporal  superintendent 
could  undertake  the  teaching  of  agriculture  '?-Yes. 

267.  At  whose  expense  should  that  be  ?  Do  you 
think  the  settlement  could  bear  the  expense  of 
such  an  appointment  ? — If  assistance  were  given 
to  such  industrial  school 

268.  I  am  referring  to  the  Superintendent  in 
Agriculture — that  would  be  apart  from  the  indus- 
trial school,  or  would  you  unite  the  two  ? — Yes,  let 
the  Agricultural  Superintendent  be  Principal  of  the 
industrial  school,  and  then  if  Government  were  to 
give  grants  to  the  school  on  the  principle  they 
have  adopted  in  regard  to  the  Uitenhage  indus- 
trial school,  that  would  be  of  assistance. 

269.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  an  idea  as  to 
what  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church  has  expended 
on  their  institution  at  Kakamas  ? — As  far  as  I  know 
— T  may  be  out  in  a  few  hundreds,  but  generally 
speaking — they  have  spent  £7,000  in  buying  up 
farms  on  the  north  side  of  the  river — farms  granted 
to  the  Bastards  after  the  Koranna  Eebellion.  On 
the  south  side  of  the  river  where  they  have  the 
colony  at  present  they  have  spent  in  all  about 
£12,000.  of  which  £8,500  was  advanced  by  Parlia- 
ment as  a  loan  for  the  construction  of  the  furrow. 

270.  Under  the  Irrigation  Act  I  suppose  ? — No, 
because  they  could  not  give  fixed  property  as 
security,  not  having  yet  transfer  of  the  farms 
Kakamas  and  Zoetap,  but  it  is  on  the  same  footing 
as  a  loan  under  the  Irrigation  Act — they  pay  a 
sinking  fund.  The  other  expense  is  made  up  by 
building  funds — putting  a  house  there  for  the 
school,  and  they  have  completed  a  parsonage,  a 
shop  and  a  mill.  There  is  a  fall  in  the  furrow  of 
some  18  feet  and  they  have  put  up  a  turbine  there, 
and  this  mill  is  a  source  of  income.  It  is  worked 
at  a  fair  profit,  but  is  of  course  capital  expendi- 
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F  s^Maian  ^^^'G-     C)n  tliG  iiortli  side  of  the  river  £7,000  has 
M.L.A.     been  expended  in   buying   property.       There   are 
some  ten  farms  there. 

271.  All  the  farms  they  have  from  Govern- 
ment are  Kakamas  proper  and  Zoetap  ? — Yes,  but 
they  got  them  in  exchange  for  Avatcr  rights  on  the 
Kakamas  police  reserve. 

272.  And  Kranskop  ? — That  they  bought.  It  is 
one  of  tlie  farms  on  the  north  side.  The  farms 
Kakamas  and  Zoetap  are  on  the  south  side,  and 
were  granted  by  Parliament  in  1897  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  labour  colony.  They  have  not  transfer 
yet  because  Government  said  they  would  lirst  see 
whether  the  scheme  was  successful,  but  I  think 
they  are  now  prepared  to  give  transfer. 

273.  Is  there  any  other  land  in  that  neighbour- 
hood which  could  be  utilized  for  the  same  purpose, 
with  water  ? — Yes,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
to  the  west  of  Kakamas,  there  is  the  farm  Harte- 
beeste  Eivier  Mond.  The  Hartebeeste  Pdvier  comes 
down  and  flows  into  the  Orange  Eiver.  It  is  a  dry 
river  except  when  in  flood.  The  greater  part  of 
tliat  farm  is  of  very  little  value  indeed.  There  is 
a  pretty  sharp  slope  towards  the  river  from  tl  le  out 
boundry  of  the  farm,  so  that  the  best  soil  has 
really  been  washed  out  and  farmers  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood used  these  farms  one  part  of  the  year. 
They  lived  in  tents  on  the  banks  of  the  river  but 
had  to  send  their  cattle  and  sheep  some  two  or 
three  hours  out ;  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  sending 
cattle  and  sheep  })aclvwards  and  i'oiwards  Iims  not 
improved  the  land,  and  so  the  farms  lying  on  the 
river  are  of  very  little  value  for  grazing  ])urposes  ; 
but  Hartebeeste  liivier  Mond  is  alluvial  ground 
deposited  there  the  same  as  at  Kakamas  and 
Zoetap,  and  if  water  were  taken  there  by  a.  syphon 
— that  is  a  pij^e  under  the  bed  of  the  river,  some 
40  to  50  families  could  be  settled  there  immediately 
on  the  same  conditions  as  at  Kakamas. 

274.  That  would  mean  considerable  expenditure 
in  extending  the  additional  furrow  ? — No.  The 
pipe  through  the  river  would  cost  something,  but 
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it  is  partially  level  ground  and  1  do  not  rhink  ^  s^Lian 
that  would  cost  very  much.  Not  having  the  'm.l.a. 
original  idea  of  going  through  the  river  to  the 
Haiitebeeste  Eivier  they  have  lost  a  certain  amount 
of  fall — they  built  the  fall  a  little  lower  than  it 
could  be  done.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  worth 
while  to  immediately  relay  the  furrow. 

275.  I  suppose  the  services  of  the  people  in- 
tended to  be  settled  on  the  irrigable  portions 
might  be  uitilized  for  extending  this  furrow  V — 
Yes,  that  Vv^as  one  of  the  conditions  of  building 
the  furrow.  It  was  all  done  by  poor  white  labour  ; 
they  got  3s.  a  day,  with  the  option  of  taking  an 
erf  afterwards,  and  of  course  the  same  condition 
could  be  made  if  the  north  furrow  was  built  or 
this  furroY7  extended. 

276.  Mr.  Micl'au.]  Would  that  lower  furrow  be 
enough  to  convey  all  the  water  ? — Yes. 

277.  Chairman.']  Would  it  be  possible  to  obtain 
the  Hartebeeste  Eivier  Mond  also — it  is  a  very 
large  area  ? — It  is  only  the  part  along  the  river 
which  could  be  irrigated  that  is  of  any  value.  The 
only  way  of  bringing  the  water  to  it  is  through  the 
furrow  from  Kakamas. 

278.  Then  it  is  practically  of  no  use  to  anyone 
but  the  Kakamas  people  ? — That  is  so.  Then  if 
Parliament  is  prepared  to  do  anything  practical  at 
once  there  is  the  opportunity  of  doing  it,  for  the. 
land  is  there  :  that  would  be  the  first  step. 

279.  There  is  a  considerable  island  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  but  there  is  some  question  as  to 
whether  it  belongs  to  the  Government  or  to  the 
Committee  ? — About  two  miles  from  Kakamas 
drift  this  island  commences.  I  think,  leoallv.  it 
IS  perhaps  a  doul)tful  point  as  to  whether  this 
island  forms  part  and  parcel  of  the  farms  which 
have  been  bought  by  the  Committee  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  or  whether  it  is  still  Government 
land,  but  for  the  purposes  of  the  labour  colony  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  makes  very  little  difference  to 
whom  it  now  belongs,  for  it  would  be  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  labour  colony  to  have  that  island. 
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s^M^aian       -^^-  ^^^'-  ^^^cJmil']     Call  tlioj  oet  watei'  there  ?— 
M.L.A.  '  Yes,  from  the  north  side. 

281.  Chainnai).']  I  nnderstood  from  the  Sur- 
veyor-General that  the  island  lielon^s  to  the 
Government  :  assuming-  that  is  so,  would  you 
consider  it  advisable  that  Government  should  be 
recommended  to  make  a,  gi-ant  of  that  land  to  the 
Committee  ? — Yes.  If  the  north  furrow  was  built 
it  would  be  of  very  great  assistance,  and  as  a 
matter  of  fact.  1  think  tliat  if  they  have  not  got 
that  island  it  is  an  open  question  whether  the 
expenditu.re  on  the  north  furrow  would  be  justi- 
fied ;  whereas,  if  the}"  get  the  island  they  would 
be  able  to  put  a  lot  of  other  land  under  irrigation. 

282.  How  many  families  could  be  settled  on  the 
island  ? — I  should  say  about  200. 

283.  I  suppose  the  island  is  quite  safe — the 
families  would  not  be  overwhelmed  by  high 
floods  ? — All  these  islands  have  a  high- water  mark. 
The  erven  at  Kakamas  and  Upington  consist  of 
two  parts  of  plots,  one  is  above  the  high- water 
mark  and  the  other  is  below  it. 

284.  The  whole  of  the  part  occupied  by  the  200 
families  could  be  irrigated  V — Yes.  1,200  morgen 
— that  is,  allowing  an  average  of  6  morgen  to  each 
family — would  be  absorbed  by  irrigation  work, 
but  the  rest  is  above  the  high-Avater  mark. 

285.  I  do  not  understand  how  they  could  get  the 
water  to  that? — The  furrow  comes  on  the  main 
land,  then  they  lift  it  up  by  a  oplicJitvoo)'.  Tliis 
raises  the  furrow  for  a  certain  distance,  from 
which  point  it  is  taken  liy  a  iiipe.  in  a  form  of  an 
inverted  syphon,  under  the  bed  of  the  river,  on  to 
the  island. 

286.  What  is  the  highest  it  rises  ?— There  is  no 
rise. 

287.  Then  there  is  some  sort  of  dam  there  ? — 
No.  They  have  got  two  sj^phons  at  work  already 
in  that  Avay. 

288.  The  exit  wouhl  be  lower  ? — Yes,  the  exit  is 
about  two  feet  lower  than  the  intake. 
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289.  Then  3^011  would  want  a  pretty  big  i^ipe  for  ^  j^^Jj'aian, 
that  ? — Yes  ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  at  Kakamas  they      m.l.a. 
bring  it  on  the  Uirge  island  there  by  a  pipe  of  SO  j^^^^  ~  ^g^,. 
inches  diameter. 

290.  3lr.  Michau.]  If  the  north  furrow  could  be 
built,  is  there  any  diflficidty  in  the  way? — Well,  it 
depends.  You  see  the  lower  part  is  rather  moun- 
tainous and  rocky,  and  if  they  do  not  get  the  island 
for  the  200  families  it  might  be  that  the  irrigable 
area  is  too  small  to  justify  the  expenditure.  If 
they  do  not  get  the  island,  they  will  have  to  go 
over  the  ridge  for  nine  miles,  and  the  expenditure 
will  be  so  great  that  my  impression  is  that  there 
will  not  be  enough  land  above  to  justify  the 
building  of  the  furrow. 

291.  Cltalnnan.']  But  if  they  get  the  island  it 
would  be  justifiable  ? — I  think  myself  that  the 
getting  of  that  island  is  essential  to  the  building 
of  the  dam. 

292.  Then  where  would  the  settlers,  say  240 
additional  families,  be  found ;  I  suppose  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  the  settlers  ? — At 
present  they  have  plenty  of  applications,  and  the 
returns  which  Mr.  Graaff  has  handed  in  show  that 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  settlers. 

293.  Do  the  men  who  are  there  now  pay  a  rent  ? 
—Yes. 

294.  I  understand  the  rent  is  due  on  the  15th 
January  in  each  year,  but  they  do  not  state  what 
the  rent  is  ;  can  you  inform  this  Committee? — It 
varies  according  to  the  situation  and  also  the  con- 
dition and  whether  it  is  very  level  or  not,  but  it  is 
from  £8  to  £12 — £10  is  the  average. 

295.  I  see  also  from  the  Eegulations  for  the 
labour  colony  at  Kakamas  South  that  the  5th 
rule  is  that  the  allotted  lands  or  garden  lots  remain 
in  the  possession  of  the  colonist  as  long  as  he  be- 
haves well,  and  that  he  will  have  tbe  X3rivilege  to 
nominate  his  successor  on  theapprovalof  the  Com- 
mittee and  upon  the  condition  that  such  a  succes- 
sor submits  himself  to  the  regulations.  Now  what 
is  your  opinion  of  that :  does  it  work  well,  or  do 
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^'^Mainn  ^^^^  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  give  these 
M.L.A.'"'  people  the  prospect  of  becoming  owners? — I  think 
the  experiment  at  Kptkamas  has  not  gone  far 
enough  to  judge  on  that  important  question.  They 
have  not  dismissed  a  single  man  from  the  colony 
there,  but  it  is  possible  they  may  have  to  do  that 
to  make  an  example,  but  generally,  I  should  say 
that  there  should  he  no  objection  to  letting  them 
acquire  the  ownership  of  the  land,  providing  first 
of  all,  that  a  sufficiently  long  period  is  allowed  for 
the  education  of  the  colonists.  They  are  in  the 
condition  now  in  which  they  have  come  largely 
because  they  cannot  resist  the  temptation  of  falling 
into  debt.  1  am  afraid  some  of  the  present  genera- 
tion of  colonists  will  remain  in  that  condition,  and 
it  is  only  when  you  provide  for  future  generations 
that  it  will  benefit  them.  Secondly,  you  will  have 
to  circumscribe  the  right  of  ownership  by  putting 
conditions  into  your  transfer  as  to  whom  the  peoj)le 
can  sell,  for  if  an  undesirable  buys  a  plot  you  may 
spoil  the  whole  colony.  Therefore  there  will  have 
to  be  ver}'  strict  conditions,  and  for  one,  I  should 
say  no  canteen  or  shop  should  be  allowed,  and  the 
party  to  whom  a  man  sells  must  be  apiDroved  by 
the  Oommittee. 

296.  3Ir.  Powell]  One  w^itness— Dr.  Nobbs -ex- 
pressed very  strongly  the  opinion  that  all  such 
labour  settlements  should  be  temporar}^  only 
in  their  nature  ;  that  is  to  say,  that 
if  it  was  desired  to  give  ownership  to  the  people 
on  the  settlement,  that  ownership  should  be 
reserved  for  properties  outside  the  settlement. 
AVhat  do  you  tliink  of  that  view  ? — Theoretically, 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  that  vicAv.  Then 
you  regard  your  labour  colony  merely  as  a  train- 
ing ground  for  the  children,  and  you  encourage 
the  man  to  go  into  another  walk  of  life  after  he 
has  had  his  training.  That  is  a  good  view  and  I 
hohl  with  it  myself,  but  tliinking  over  tlie  matter 
a  little  further  I  have  my  doubts  whether  you  will 
get  sufficient  inducement  for  the  people  to  work 
and  develo})  that  land  unless  you  give  them  the 
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prospect  of  ultimately  owning  it.     The  exi3erimcnt  j,  s;*Maian. 
at  Kakamas  seems  not  to  have  gone  far  enough      m.l.a. 
for   us   to   give   a   final   judgment   on  this  point,  j^j^^^iyyo. 
Then  you  have  got  there  practically  a  tenancy  in 
perpetuity.     How  that  will  work  in  the  long  run  I 
cannot  say  at  present. 

297-  Mr.  Kohler.]  If,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
Church  people  are  working  out  this  scheme,  the 
Government  could  get  other  farms  and  hold  out 
prospects  of  obtaining  properties  in  other  labour 
colonies  to  these  people  if  they  turn  out  well  in 
that  colony,  would  that  he  desirable  ? — Yes, 
certainly. 

298.  Mr.  Powell]  Supposing  that  this  Committee 
recommends  that  State  funds  should  be  applied  to 
a  very  much  greater  extent  than  the  Church  is 
doing  in  this  direction,  would  the  Sj^nodical 
Committee  be  willing  to  extend  their  hibours  V — I 
do  not  know  that  it  is  an  easy  task.  To  a  large 
extent  it  is  a  thankless  task,  but  perhaps  with  the 
experience  they  have  now  gained  at  Kakamas  they 
would  be  prepared  to  extend  their  labours,  but  I 
would  not  limit  it  to  the  Dutch  Keformed  Church. 
The  first  step  would  be  to  find  a  body  of  men  who 
are  prepared  to  put  enthusiasm  and  love  for  the 
work  into  the  undertaking.  That  is  the  advan- 
tage of  having  a  religious  body.  Take  a  man  like 
Mr.  Hofmeyr, — if  the  Government  pay  him  for  his 
services  he  would  not  go  to  Kakamas  ;  while  a 
man  doing  the  work  for  love  will  work  almost  for 
a  pittance  and  do  very  good  work  indeed,  and  you 
must  enlist  this  enthusiasm  on  your  side. 

299.  Do  you  think  that  the  Kerkeraads  would  be 
willing  to  co-operate  in  carrying  on  this  work  V — 
The  present  committee  is  a  general  committee  for 
labour  colonies,  not  only  at  Kakamas,  but  at  other 
places.  Suppose  the  Synod  were  to  decide  to 
extend  their  work,  I  should  say  if  they  could  get 
the  services  of  a  man  like  the  Eev.  Mr.  Marchand, 
who  could  be  the  organiser  of  other  labour 
colonies,  it  would  be  well. 


46  MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE    TAKEN    BI^FOKE    THE 

s^Ji'ian  '^^^-  ■^^'''  ^^<^^^^^^'-]  I  understand  then  that  you 
'  M-L-ir^'  would  recommend  that  if  anything  were  done  in 
jime^s  1906  ^^^^  diroction  it  should  he  that  Avherever  any 
'  religious  hody  wishes  to  start  colonies  of  this  kind 
the  same  aid  should  he  given  ? — Yes,  and  this 
religious  body  must  satisfy  the  Government  as  to 
their  bona  fides,  because  Avhen  you  give  a  loan, 
under  an  Irrigation  Bill  say.  to  a  municipality, 
you  have  the  rates  as  a  securit}^,  but  when  you 
deal  with  a  religious  body,  who  may  throAV  u}) 
their  undertaking  to-morroAV,  you  have  no  security 
for  the  money.  I  should  say  that  to  secure  a 
reasonable  chance  of  success  the  religious  body 
must  put  in  a  certain  amount  of  capital  on 
its  own  account,  say  one-third,  for  buying  ground 
and  implements  and  so  on.  I  would  not  depart 
from  that  principle,  otherwise  you  might  get  a 
bogus  scheme  merely  to  get  the  money  from  the 
State. 

301.  Chairman.]  But  the  poor  Avhites  you  would 
have  in  the  settlement  would  be  people  in  the 
Colony  :  I  mean,  would  you  give  that  ground  for 
the  purpose  of  importing  people  into  the  Colony  ? 
— No.  I  do  not  think  so,  because  I  recognize  that 
the  object  of  a  labour  colony  is  to  convert  people 
who  would  be  a  drag  on  the  State,  and  who  are 
here,  into  useful  citizens  and  to  put  them  on  their 
feet  again.  One  Avould  rather  not  have  a  settle- 
ment if  one  could  help  it. 

302.  The  reason  I  ask  is  because  the  Salvation 
Army,  I  believe,  have  these  settlements  in 
America.  The  circumstances  in  America  are  for 
Americans,  but  then  in  Canada  they  are  starting 
colonies  for  the  poor  from  the  toAvns  in  Great 
Britain.  Should  that  ^pply  to  immigrants  from 
elsewhere  ? — No  ;  I  thinlv  that  the  first  point  is  to 
deal  with  our  own  people — our  own  poor 
whites.  Let  England  and  Canada  deal  Avith  their 
OAvn  poor  Avhite  question. 

303.  Mr.  KoJiler.]  But  you  have  no  o])jection  that 
the  men  who  haA^e  already  drifted  here,  and  Avith 
whom  Avc  haA^e  to  deal,  should  l)e  considered  :  a^ou 
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would  have  no  objection  to  the  different  churches  ^  g'^Saian, 
to  which  they  belong   taking    the   matter  up  ? —     m.l.a. 

Well  June  28, 1906. 

304.  Chairman?^  You  would  not  import  them  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  ? — Certainly  not ;  and  I  do 
not  know  that  I  w^ould  not  go  a  little  further  as 
regards  the  men  already  here.  To  prevent  men 
coming  here  for  the  purpose  I  should  say  that  a 
man  must  have  been  here  for  a  certain  number  of 
years,  so  as  not  to  throw  on  the  State  the  burden 
of  dealing  with  the  poor  white  question  of  other 
countries. 

305.  Mr.  Graaff.']  You  say  there  will  be  sufficient 
room  for  another  240  families  with  the  extension 
of  the  furrow? — Yes,  on  the  Government  land 
applied  for ;  but  then,  of  course,  there  is  the  land 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river  belonging  to  the 
Committee  which  will  be  irrigated,  so  that,  in  all, 
the  number  of  families  which  will  be  settled  by 
the  two  extensions  will  be  say  400  at  least. 

306.  C/iau'nia/i.]  It  will  be  about  400  in  addition 
to  what  they  have  now  ? — Yes. 

307.  3Ir.  Graajf.]  Is  not  6  morgen  rather  small 
for  a  family  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so.  You  see,  a 
man  has  to  work  it  all  by  his  own  muscles  and 
energy.  The  Committee  do  not  allow  squatters,  so 
that  the  man  has  to  do  the  work  by  himself,  aided 
of  course,  by  his  wife  and  children.  The  children 
go  to  school  in  the  morning,  but  in  the  afternoon 
they  are  all  in  the  field. 

308.  I  see  they  allow  10  morgen  in  the  United 
States  ? — It  depends,  of  course,  upon  the  position 
and  the  quality  of  the  soil.  Now  in  these  colonies, 
with  irrigation,  the  soil  is  very  fertile.  Then  again 
they  have  a  good  market,  so  that  everything  is 
readily  bought  up  ;  but  if  you  were  nearer  the 
railway  and  the  iDrofits  were  smaller,  then,  of 
course,  you  would  have  to  get  larger  erven. 

309.  What  do  they  produce  there  ? — There  are 
two  staple  products,  wheat  and  beans,  and  they 
sow  these  in  rotation.  In  the  case  of  the  beans 
(the  cow-bean,  I  think  it  is),  the  pods  do  not  ripen 
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F  s^Maian  ^^^  together,  but  they  ripen  day  by  day,  and  the 

m.l.a!  '  plant   continues  to  grow  until  the  winter  comes 

june>8  v.m  ^^^  ^^^^  frost  kills  it  off.     The  roots  of  this  bean 

absorb  a  good  deal  of  nitrogen,  so  that  the  soil  is 

improved. 

310.  AVould  they  have  an  equally  good  market 
when  they  had  500  families  ? — Yes,  I  think  so, 
because  a  good  deal  of  development  is  still  going 
on  in  those  parts  of  the  country.  It  is,  of  course, 
possible  that  prices  may,  later  on,  come  down,  and 
we  may  hope  that  the  result  may  justify  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Prieska  railway. 

311.  What  kind  of  industries  would  you  re- 
commend starting  there  ? — I  would  recommend 
leather.  They  all  use  boots,  and  they  already  have 
the  hides  for  making  the  leather.  It  is  a  com- 
paratively simple  industry,  and  they  could  supply 
the  whole  of  the  north-west  portion  of  the  Colony 
almost  immediately. 

312.  How  many  children  are  there,  approxim- 
ately ? — I  do  not  know  for  certain,  but  at  school 
there  are  about  330. 

313.  Chairman.]  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  every  poor 
white  man  can  make  veldschoens  ? — Yes. 

314.  And  would  they  preferably  wear  veldschoens 
to  boots  :  I  mean,  would  boot-making  be  of  any 
use  ? — Well,  they  could  make  a  better  class  of 
veldschoens.     Then  again,  take  harness. 

315.  Have  they  got  bark  there  for  tanning? — 
I  have  not  noticed  any,  but  it  is  brackish  all  over 
there. 

316.  Is  there  wattle  growing  there  ? — It 
would  be  a  very  useful  thing  to  plant  wattle 
hedges.  Once  in  40  or  50  years  a  big  flood  will 
come.  While  the  place  was  in  a  state  of  nature 
there  was  no  wash-away,  but  when  you  cultivate 
the  land  a  certain  amount  of  the  soil  may  be 
washed  away,  and  if  hedges  of  quince  and  wattle, 
etc..  were  plantc^d  a  good  deal  of  silt  would  remain 
beiiind  and  be  good  manure. 

317.  M7\  Graaff.]  What  class  of  i)oor  whites  have 
you  Mt  ICakamas, — are  they  from  the  towns  or  from 
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the  land  ? — Tlicro  are   both,  but   those   from   the  j,  c^^aian 
towns  oriomally  came  from  the  land.  "  m.l.a. 

318.  Are  they  of  the  agricultural  class  ? — There 
are  very  few  of  that  class,  they  were  principally 
stockfarmers. 

319.  Haye  you  inquired  into  the  cause  of  their 
being  "  poor  whites  "  ? — The  general  cause  is  the 
want  of  education  and  their  not  coming  more  often 
into  contact  with  other  people,  and  also  want  of 
character.  A  man  of  that  kind  may  be  a  very 
good  pioneer,  but  when  he  has  to  liye  alongside  of 
other  people  then  he  drops  out  in  the  struggle  for 
existence. 

320.  Then  as  regards  qualifying  these  children 
for  other  purposes,  such  as  getting  into  the  railway 
seryice,  the  telegraph  department  and  so  on,  do  not 
you  think  that  as  children  grow  up  they  should  be 
giyen  an  opportunity  of  buying  the  erf  ? — The 
parents  haye  the  right  of  naming  their  successors, 
but  in  the  future  an  erf  like  that  would  not 
support  a  whole  family,  and  th5  sons  will  haye  to 
find  other  outlets. 

321.  But  you  say  these  people  are  essentially  an 
agricultural  class  of  people  :  when  these  sons  grow 
up  and  find  they  haye  not  enough  land  they  will 
want  some.  Should  not  some  facility  be  giyen 
them  to  acquire  land  instead  of  going  into  the  rail- 
way service,  etc.? — Yes,  I  think  so  ;  if  they  want 
to  remain  on  the  land  and  they  have  got  education 
they  will  probably  be  good  colonists,  so  that 
assistance  might  be  given  to  them  by  all  means. 
But  the  problem  before  us  now  is  to  get  them  into 
that  state. 

322.  But  you  will  see  that  when  these  young  men 
grow  up  they  will  want  to  stay  on  the  land  and 
the  land  will  be  too  small  for  them.  Do  not  you 
think  that  an  arrangement  might  be  come  to 
whereby  their  ambition  might  be  made  to  become 
larger  ;  they  might  require  more  ground  for  stock 
farming  for  instance,  and  facilities  should  be  given 
to  them  ? — Certainly.  I  would  encourage  a  man 
to  leave  the  Colony  as  soon  as  possible  if  he  has 
any  other  opening  and  to  make  room  for  others. 

C:'..  1900— Indigent  Whites.  D 
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F  s^iaian  *^^*^'  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  '^^^^  tliiiik  it  woulcl  be  advisable 
M.L.A.     if  two  or  three  classes  of  labour  colonies  were  es- 

June28  i90(;.  tablisliefl  ? — Tlicrc  is  Kakanias,  which  is  a  sort  of 
school  of  t ra nsi tioii .  and  then  there  niifjht  be  another 
kind  whereb}^  a  man  would  become  the  owner  of 
the  land.  That  would  give  him  an  ambition  to 
work  for  something  ? — Yes,  but  you  must  take  the 
character  of  the  colonist  into  consideration,  and 
you  must  always  secure  a  moral  influence,  say 
through  the  Church.  First  of  all,  I  would  say  that 
these  people  require  moral  stimulus,  and  no  one 
but  the  Church  would  have  the  zeal  to  impart  it. 

324.  How  would  you  get  the  moral  influence  if  a 
man  was  again  isolated  ? — He  should  be  able  to 
help  himself  to  some  extent  by  the  time  he  leaves 
the  Colony. 

325.  As  regards  advances  by  the  State  :  would 
you  advise  the  sinking  fund  system  ? — Certainly. 

326.  Have  you  any  information  you  can  give  us 
as  to  other  places  besides  Kakamas  suitable  for  these 
labour  colonies  ? — I  have  heard  several  of  these 
places  mentioned,  but  I  should  say  it  would  be 
better  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  Committees  of  the 
different  churches  who  undertake  this  work  to 
decide. 

S27.  It  is  evident  from  the  number  of  applica- 
tions received  that  you  are  not  able  to  accommo- 
date them  all  at  Kakamas  V — The  Government  in 
May  last  sold,  by  public  auction,  the  lease  of  nine 
islands  of  different  sizes,  at  Keimoes,  and  they  got 
fair  prices  for  them,  with  the  exception  of  the 
largest  island.  The  cost  of  taking  out  the  furrow 
for  this  island  would  be,  roughly.  £500  to  £600. 
There  are  27  plots  of  six  morgen  each  on  this 
island.  The  tenure  (five  years)  is  too  short  to  go 
in  for  an  expenditure  of  that  kind,  with  the  result 
that  the  Government  did  not  get  an  offer  for  this 
island.  I  saw  the  Secretary  for  Agriculture,  and 
told  him  that  if  the  Government  are  prepared  to 
spend  £500  on  that  furrow  they  would  get  very 
good  prices,  but  that  was  not  done. 

328.  C/iairman.]  That  was  not  done  ? — No. 
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329.  Then  it  is  still  obtainable  ? — I  suppose  so.  ^  g^aian 

330.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the   Yerkeerde    'm.l.a. 
Ylei  irrigation  scheme  at  Worcester  ? — I  know  of  j^^^e  28^1 906. 
one  which  was  made  to  supply  water  to  Touws 

Eiver  Railway  Station.  This  scheme  was  aban- 
doned, and  another  adopted,  and  I  presume  that 
the  scheme  you  refer  to  is  to  use  the  water  of  the 
first  reservoir  for  irrigation  purposes. 

331.  According  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Gordon 
there  are  1,000  morgen  irrigable  at  a  probable 
further  cost  of  £3,000.  That  would  be  a  very  good 
spot  ? — Yes. 

332.  Mr.  Michau.']  Has  the  Orange  Eiver  always 
flood  at  Kakamas  all  through  the  year  ? — No.  In 
1904  for  two  months  it  did  not  flow.  The  inhabi- 
tants there  could  not  say  when  that  that  happened 
before,  so  that  it  only  happened  once  in  half  a 
century.  It  may  happen  more  frequently  in  the 
future,  because  water  is*now  taken  out  at  Upington 
and  other  places,  but  I  do  not  think  that  should 
deter  us  from  going  in  for  irrigation  works  along 
the  Orange  River,  because  you  always  have 
sufficient  water  for  one  crop  at  all  events,  and  if 
locusts  and  other  uncertainties  do  not  arise,  the 
uncertainty  of  the  water  supply  will  not  be  so 
much  against  them. 

333.  Do  you  think  the  soil  at  Kakamas  in  suit- 
able for  growing  lucerne  ? — Yes,  I  think  so.  One 
erf  of  Mr.  Kuys  is  sown  with  lucerne  and  he  has 
25  ostriches  on  it  doing  well. 

334.  In  your  opinion  is  it  advisable  to  undertake 
any  labour  colonies  on  their  own  account, 
without  the  assistance  of  any  church,  similar  to 
Kakamas  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so.  It  would  only 
be  a  matter  of  pounds,  shillings  and  pence,  and 
these  labour  colonies  should  be  something  more 
than  that. 

335.  Chairman.]  In  there  anything  else  you  can 
tell  us  ? — I  do  not  say  that  the  labour  colony  is  the 
only  means  by  which  the  poor  whites  can  be 
assisted.  I  look  upon  it  only  as  part  and  parcel 
of  the  general  education  of  the  people,  and  if  you 
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F  s^faian  ^'^^^  bring  education  to  them  also  in  other  ways- 
'  M.L.A.  '  than  by  hibour  colonies  all  the  better,  but  it  must 
June  28^1906  ^^®  practlcal  education. 

836.  3I?\  Kohler.']  It  has  been  suggested  to  this 
Committee  that  something  might  be  done  in  the 
way  of  expropriating  quitrent  ground  in  certain 
districts, — Oudtshoorn  was  particularly  men- 
tioned— where  it  could  be  utilized,  but  it  would 
be  necessary  to  expropriate  the  ground.  What  is 
your  opinion  on  that? — If  you  cannot  get  any 
other  suitable  ground  it  might  be  possible,  but  I 
would  leaye  it  to  the  churches,  who  might  be  able 
to  get  the  ground  much  cheaper  than  the  Goyern- 
ment  would.  If  the  Goyernment  apply  for  a  farm 
they  will  haye  to  pay  the  yery  highest  price, 
whereas  if  a  church  organization  goes  in  for  it  for 
the  loye  of  the  thing  they  wo  aid  probably  get  it 
for  much  less. 

8.')7.  Then  you  would  not  recommend  that  the 
Goyernment  should  giye  ground,  but  that  these 
Committees  should  ask  for  loans  ? — Where  Goyern- 
ment ground  is  ayailable  it  could  be  giyen  at  a 
fair  yaluation,  so  as  to  put  all  labour  colonies  on 
the  same  footing. 

838.  You  arc  aware  that  w^hereyer  you  haye  to 
bring  ground  under  close  cultiyation  beyond 
Worcester  you  haye  to  go  in  for  expensiye  schemes 
of  irrigation  works.  From  your  knowledge  of  the 
coastal  parts  of  the  Colony  do  not  you  think  that 
there  are  large  parts  which  could  be  worked  with- 
out irrigation  ? — Yes,  yery  much  more  could  ])e 
done.  It  is  yery  largely  a  matter  of  population 
and  capital,  but  I  do  not  think  the  resources  of 
these  parts  haye  by  any  means  ])e(ni  exhausted. 

339.  Leaying  out  the  scheme  of  Kakamas,  do 
not  you  think  it  would  be  bc^tter  instead  of  start- 
ing hibour  colonies  in  the  interior  it  would  be 
])etter  to  start  these  near  the  coast  ? — One  of  this 
class  nearer  the  coast  would  undoubtedly  be  a 
yery  good  thing. 

340.  Do  you  not  think  that  part  of  the  success 
of  Kakamas  has  really  been  due  to  the  biu'  markets 
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they  have  lately  had  owing  to  the  war  ?-  Partly,  j,  g^aian, 
but  not  altogether.  mx.a. 

341.  Do  you  not  think  that  after  this  war  has  j^^^  28^1906. 
ended   they  will   lose   some   of  the  markets  and 
suffer,  and  by  putting  a  larger  population  there 

you  will  find  the  markets  fall  away  ? — To  a  certain 
extent  that  is  the  case,  but  it  is  the  case  not  only 
at  Kakamas,  but  everywhere.  New  markets  have 
constantly  to  be  found. 

342.  But  I  mean  particularly  at  Kakamas  ? — 
You  can  overdo  the  thing,  but  instead  of  wheat 
they  will  have  to  go  in  for  fruit  and  raisins.  I  do 
n,ot  mean  for  wine,  but  there  is  a  very  big  demand 
for  raisins.  Fruit  they  do  plant,  but  they  require 
a  market  for  that  again.  They  can  put  lucerne 
there  and  put  ostriches  on  it  the  same  as  at 
Oudtshoorn. 

343.  What  is  your  idea  as  to  the  ground  revert- 
ing to  the  Government  in  the  event  of  their  giving 
ground  to  these  institutions  which  in  a  certain 
number  of  years  are  discontinued  ? — If  it  is  on  a 
sinking  fund  basis  and  if  the  labour  colony  has 
paid  the  interest  and  capital  I  do  not  think  it  is 
fair  for  the  Government  to  have  it  back. 

344.  Has  anything  been  done  in  these  labour 
colonies  by  way  of  giving  tliem  spinning  machines 
to  use  for  wool,  etc.  ? — Not  yet,  but  something  of 
the  nature  of  an  industrial  school  for  girls  is  very 
necessary  indeed,  and  I  think  it  is  really  a  matter 
of  time  and  expenditure. 

345.  Mr.  Graaff.']  Do  not  you  think  that  for  an 
educational  centre  Kakamas  would  be  a  very  good 
place  for  training  young  people  to  send  them  out 
as  teachers  to  other  places  ? — You  have  certainly 
enough  pupils  there  to  train  pupil  teachers.  If 
you  had  tivo  boarding  schools  there,  one  for  bo^^s 
and  another  for  girls,  and  draw  them  from  the 
neighbouring  parts  and  educate  them  it  would  be 
a  grand  idea. 
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PRESENT : 

His  Hoxoue  the  President  (Chairman). 


Mr.  Powell. 
Mr.  Graaff. 


Mr.  Micliaii. 
Mr.  Kohler. 


July  5,  1906. 


The  Reverend  Bernard  PetruH  Jacobi/s  Marchandf 
B.A.,  examined. 

Rev.  B.P.J.  34(3  Chd/nnan.]  The  Committee  have  read  with 
^b.a!"  '  much  interest  the  evidence  which  you  gave  before 
the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
but  there  are  one  or  two  points  which  we  think 
still  require  clearing  up,  and  one  of  these  points  is 
as  to  this  £20,000  which  you  said  had  been  ex- 
pended at  Kakamas.  How  was  that  money 
obtained  ? — I  can  give  you  the  history  of  it.  When 
we  applied  to  Parliament  for  land,  pait  of  the 
assistance  given  by  Government  was  a  grant  of 
^2,500  with  which  to  begin  the  work. 

347.  A  grant,  not  a  loan  ? — As  if  it  were  given 
under  the  Irrigation  Act. 

348.  Then  it  was  a  loan  ? — They  called  it  a  grant, 
but  it  has  turned  into  a  loan.  Then,  when  there 
was  that  great  distress  in  the  north-west,  and 
Government  was  expending  thousands  to  feed  the 
people  at  Victoria  West  and  Carnarvon,  Sir  Gordon 
Sprigg  gave  me  another  £1,000  also  as  a  loan,  so  al- 
together we  have  received  from  Government  £3.500. 
The  rest  we  have  got  in  loans  from  friends — one 
large  Kenhardt  farmer  gave  us  £2,000  because  he 
had  so  much  faith  in  the  undertaking. 

349.  Do  you  pay  interest  ? — Yes,  and  that  is 
where  our  great  handicap  comes  in — that  we  pay 
five  and  six  per  cent,  interest  on  this  money,  and 
the  result  is  we  cannot  carry  out  any  of  the 
developmcTits  we  would  like  to  ;  for  instance  in 
my  evidence  before  tlic^  House  of  Assembly  Com- 
mittee I  think  I  si)oke  of  a  mill  and  turbine  which 
we  have  erected.     AVe  have  water  power  which  we 


SELECT    COMMITTEE    OX    INDIGENT    WHITES.  55 

can  utilize,  and  turn  it  into  electricity,  and  that  ^la^hand!" 
could  be  brought  to  where  the  school  is  situated,       b.a. 
and  then  we  could  go  in  for  boot  making  and  other  j^j^  t"  ^^^g 
industries,  but  all  that  means  capital.     At  present 
we  are  not  paying  our  way,  and  we  are  still  depen- 
dent on  the  annual  contributions  that  are  being 
gathered  in  by  church  collections.     The  last  Synod 
resolved  that  these  contributions  must  be  made. 

350.  As  to  the  future  of  this  settlement — you 
suggested  in  your  evidence  that  Government  should 
share  in  the  cost  of  the  administration  ? — Not  in 
the  cost  of  the  Kakamas  administration. 

351.  You  propose  that  a  grant  should  be  made 
by  Government  ? — Are  you  speaking  of  Kakamas, 
or  generally  ? 

352.  What  would  appl}^  to  Kakamas  would  apply 
generally.  I  think  you  proposed  that  there  should 
be  an  advance,  but  that  Government  should  con- 
tribute five-sixths  of  the  amount  ? — It  was  suggested 
by  one  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  whether  we 
would  object  to  a  Government  nominee  on  such  a 
Board  of  Administration  in  case  the  Government 
shared  in  the  cost  of  administration,  and  I  think 
I  suggested  that  Government  inspection  would  be 
more  satisfactory  to  Government. 

353.  What  is  exactly  your  proposal  as  to  Govern- 
ment assistance  ? — In  my  evidence  I  stated  if 
Government  were  to  give  us  the  whole  amount,  or 
five-sixths  of  the  amount,  it  would  be  very  nice 
for  us,  but  I  could  not  honestly  recommend  it  from 
a  public  point  of  view,  and  therefore  suggest  that 
Government  should  grant  to  religious  denomina- 
tions or  any  other  organizations  tAvo-thirds  of  the 
outlay,  secured  by  first  mortgage  on  the  property 
they  have,  and  one-third  should  be  contributed  by 
the  religious  denomination  or  organization  as  a 
proof  of  the  bona  fides  of  the  denomination  under- 
taking such  work,  because  otherwise  you  might 
have  hundreds  of  organizations  applying  for  a  grant 
simply  as  a  matter  of  speculation. 

354.  Does  it  mean  that  your  proposal  is  a  free 
grant  by  Government  of  two-thirds,  the  remaining 
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^ilrc^a^/"  oiiG-thircl  to  be  giYen  by  yourselves  ? — No.      The 
[B.A.   '   two-thirds  given  by  GovcrnnieiTit  would  be  given 
as  a    loan  as  under    the  Irrigation  Act,  and  the 
church  or  organization  concerned  should  find  the 
other  one-third  in  wliatever  way  they  can. 

355.  But  if  it  is  a  loan,  Government  contributes 
nothing.  A  grant  is  a  free  grant,  a  loan  is  a  loan 
which  has  to  be  repaid.  You  suggest  that  the 
Government  advance  is  to  be  repaid  to  Govern- 
ment ? — Yes.  The  Government  may  make  special 
grants — I  will  not  suggest  that,  but  I  think  it  will 
be  a  good  thing  if  they  made  special  grants  in  the 
way  of  providing  agricultural  implements  and  so 
on,  but  I  am  not  in  favour  of  Government  grant- 
ing money  wholesale  all  over  the  country. 

356.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  do  not 
propose  getting  any  money  grant  from  Govern- 
ment ? — Except  in  the  way  of  helping  in  the 
purchase  of  agricultural  implements. 

357.  Mr.  Graaff.]  And  Education  ?— I  leave  that 
out,  because  we  can  work  that  through  the  Educa- 
tion Department. 

358.  Chairman.^  I  understand  now  that  you.  are 
not  in  favour  of  a  grant,  whatever  Government 
gives  in  this  way  is  to  be  a  loan? — Yes.  If  you 
like,  I  will  take  an  illustration.  Say  we  buy  a 
farm  in  Stellenbosch,  and  we  want  to  settle  50 
families  there,  we  should  be  able  to  come  to 
Government  and  say  "  Advance  on  a  loan  two- 
thirds  of  the  value  of  that  farm  on  the  Sinking 
Fund  principle."  And  Government  should  satisfy 
itself  that  we  have  bought  the  farm  for  that  par- 
ticular purpose.  Then  we  must  in  some  form  or 
other  raise  the  one-third. 

359.  You  give  Government  first  mortgage  ? — 
Yes,  as  far  as  two-thirds  of  the  value. 

360.  But  how  would  that  affect  the  rights  of  the 
peoi)le  ?  You  settle  a  lot  of  people  on  the  land, 
do  you  propose  that  this  mortgage  to  the  Govern- 
ment should  effect  that  land  also  ? — Yes,  it  would 
be  a  general  mortgage  on  all  the  land. 
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361.  In  any  general  scheme  of  this  kind,  what  is   M^^and!' 
your  idea  of  the  tenure  of  this  land  by  settlers  ?       b.a. 
I  see  in  Kakamas  there  is  a  kind  of  fixity  of  tenure  j^^^^  i^isoe. 
in  case  of  good  behaviour  ? — Yes. 

862.  Has  it  answered  well  ? — Yes,  exceedingly 
well,  but  I  may  say  when  the  matter  was  first 
discussed  by  ourselves  and  laid  before  the  then 
Government,  I  pointed  out  that  the  labour  colony 
could  take  several  forms,  such  as,  for  instance, 
what  they  call  in  Germany  an  Arbeiter  Kolonie, 
which  is  a  social  farm  similar  to  the  one  at  Tokai, 
and  the  people  remain  there  for  six  months  or  a 
year.  Then  you  have  the  labour  colony  where  people 
get  allotments,  where  we  remain  owners  of  the 
property,  and  therefore  it  is  more  a  nursery.  Then 
the  third  form  would  be  where  you  start  a  labour 
colony  like  we  have ;  but  the  ultimate  issue  of  the 
whole  thing  would  be  a  large  township  something 
like  Potchefstroom  were  you  have  a  number  of 
allotments  all  along  the  river  and  then  people 
would  become  owners  and  the  Church  would  step 
out,  simply  retaining  the  church  and  other 
necessary  buildings.  It  was  discussed  at  our  last 
Synod  as  to  whether  we  should  give  the  people 
ownership  of  the  land  on  the  northern  farms  which 
we  want  to  put  under  irrigation  ;  but  our  experience 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river  made  us  decide  that 
we  should  not  give  ownership  of  the  land — not  for 
a  considerable  time  at  any  rate,  because  with  the 
conditions  at  Kenhardt  these  labour  colonies  would 
be  simply  ruined  in  a  few  years'  time.  In  fact  if 
these  i3eople  had  had  any  sort  of  title  to  their  allot- 
ments at  least  a  dozen  or  more  families  would  have 
been  cleared  out  by  this  time.  Old  debts  were 
raked  up  against  these  people  who  were  not  aware 
that  they  did  not  count  and  so  signed  papers,  and 
the  consequence  was  that  we  had  law  agents  com- 
ing there  and  selling  off  the  people's  stock  ;  but 
now  we  have  j)revented  that. 

863.  Do  you  keep  the  law  agents  out  ? — We  keep 
them  from  selling  the  stock.  We  do  not  allow  the 
people  to  harvest  before  w^e  have  taken  what  is 
owing  to  us. 
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^^^•^•^•/-      364.  Mr.PotvelU  Is  the  £20,000  you  referred  to- 
B.A.   '    secured  by  bond  ? — The  only  money  really  secured 
July  r  1906  ^^y  ^^^^^  is  ^h©  £3,500  advanced  by  (lovernnient. 

365.  In  what  way  does  the  Church  expect  to  be 
recouped  for  most  of  this  £20,000  it  has  expended 
on  the  scheme,  because  it  will  have  to  repay  the 
people  from  whom  the  money  was  borrowed  ? — 
Yes  ;  our  position  is  like  this  :  we  claim  now  from 
Parliament  transfer  of  these  farms  Kakamas, 
Zoetap  and  Neus,  which  are  reserve  farms,  and  it  is 
only  a  question  between  the  Minister  for  Agricul- 
ture and  myself  as  to  terms.  If  we  get  transfer  we 
can  raise  money  far  more  favourably  on  the  farms 
and  we  could  make  our  annual  income  give  a 
surplus  over  the  expenditure. 

366.  Upon  what  has  the  £20,000  been  expended  ? 
— First,  there  is  the  irrigation  furrow,  which  cost 
between  £7,000  and  £8,000.  then  there  are  the  tur- 
bine and  mill,  the  building  for  the  superintendent, 
store,  threshing  machine,  &c.  I  may  add,  in  that 
^20,00  is  included  the  seven  farms  on  the  northern 
side  of  the  river.  We  owe  £20,000.  but  we  have 
spent  a  good  deal  more  because  we  have  had  about 
£2,000  more  or  less,  contributions  from  the  Church 
towards  the  scheme. 

367.  You  would  be  better  off  if  you  could  repay 
the  people  to  whom  you  owe  money  and  borrow 
the  money  from  Government  instead  on  the  Sinking 
Fund  principle  and  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  ? — 
Yes,  we  would  pay  practically  the  same  interest  as 
we  do  now.  but  in  25  years'  time  we  would  be  clear 
of  the  debt. 

368.  You  spoke  a  little  strongly  as  to  not  ac- 
cepting a  grant  from  (Jovernment.  I  suppose 
Government  does  not  want  to  force  a  subsidy  on 
you  ? — I  was  speaking  there  more  from  the  point 
of  view  of  a  colonist  and  taxpayer  than  as  one 
who  receives  the  money. 

369.  Some  of  us  thought  it  might  be  useful  to 
subsidi7A5  the  sclieme,  but  you  say  you  will  have 
nothing  except  money  to  purchase  agricultural 
implements  and  school  aid  V — I  have  always  thought 
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some  subsidy  might  be   given   in  this  way,  that  ^J^chan'/' 
where  an  organization  can  prove  that  for  one,  two,       b.a. 
three  or  four  years  they  have  taken  a  number  of  j^^   ^jgoe 
these  poor  whites  away  from  their  surroundings, 
put   them   within  reach  of  education,  and  given 
them  a  chance  of  bettering  themselves,  such  organ- 
ization shoukl  be  able  to  go  to  Government  and 
say  "  we  have  saved  the  country  money  ;  give  us 
a  Capitation  Grant  for  every  family  so  rescued." 

370.  Is  the  idea  that  the  property  should  remain 
church  property  for  all  time,  or  would  you  offer 
facilities  for  ownership  by  the  settlers  ? — Not  for 
the  present,  but  I  think  it  will  finally  come  to  that. 
The  conditions  are  not  favourable  at  Kakamas  and 
we  would  ruin  the  whole  scheme. 

371.  Eef erring  to  Kakamas  you  said  that  in 
certain  contingencies  the  Church  would  "step  out"  ; 
who  in  that  case  would  pay  the  balance  of  the 
loan  ? — An  arrangement  would  be  made  with  the 
municipality  as  has  been  done  in  the  case  of  a 
number  of  townships  in  the  Colony  which  were 
originally  farms  which  the  Dutch  Eeformed  Church 
bought ;  the  Kerkraad  have  stepped  out  but  an 
arrangement  has  been  come  to  with  the  municipali- 
ties in  that  connection. 

372.  Chairman.^  According  to  the  rules  of  the 
labour  colony  at  Kakamas  the  assigned  land  remains 
the  property  of  the  colonist  so  long  as  his  behaviour 
is  good  ? — Yes,  and  so  long  as  he  pays  his  rent. 

373.  He  will  have  the  privilege  of  naming  his 
successor  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  authorities 
and  his  conforming  to  the  rules? — Yes.  He  is 
almost  like  a  perpetual  tenant — he  pays  an  annual 
rent. 

374.  What  is  the  rent  ? — Well,  it  depends.  We 
may  give  a  member  the  land  free  for  one  year,  but 
the  limit  is  £10  per  lot. 

375.  And  the  lowest  ? — Well,  there  was  a  great 
difficulty  in  levelling  the  lots.  Some  had  it  free 
for  one  year  and  some  for  two  ;  £10  a  year  is  the 
highest  rent. 
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^\iIrSan'/*  ^^^-  ^  "^^'^^^  ^^'^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^7  nominate  Ms  successor 
B.A.  '  by  will  ? — Yes,  but  the  difficult}^  is  that  he  may 
July  r^um  nominate  anyone  and  we  may  say  that  we  do  not 
want  that  individual.  AVe  always  suggest  to  them 
that  if  they  want  to  leave  it  to  someone  they 
should  give  us  the  name.  We  recognize  the  indi- 
vidual if  it  is  a  son. 

S77.  Suppose  he  makes  no  will  and  does  not 
nominate  anyone  ? — We  would  pay  out  to  his  heirs 
the  compensation  agreed  on. 

378.  But  you  would  not  agree  to  the  heir  re- 
maining on  ? — Certainly  ;  we  always  recognize  that 
the  heir  has  the  first  claim. 

879.  So  that  there  is  no  ownership  :  it  is  a  pre- 
carious tenure  ?— No,  there  is  no  ownership.  Eut 
these  people  have  seen  what  has  become  of  one  or 
two  of  them  and  they  are  very  glad  they  have  not 
got  the  title.  We  are  saving  them  from  themselves. 
Several  have  come  to  us  and  said  it  was  the  wisest 
thing  we  had  done  not  to  give  them  the  title. 

880.  But  in  regard  to  other  settlements  of  a  like 
kind,  would  you  suggest  that  there  should  be  a 
provision  that  ownership  sliould  be  acquired,  or 
that  the  ownership  should  l)e  the  same  as  yours — 
I  am  speaking  of  other  and  all  denominations  ? — I 
Avould  have  both.  It  depends  upon  the  situation 
of  the  locality.  If  you  had  a  labour  colony  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cape  Town  it  would  be  quite  easy  to 
give  them  title. 

881.  It  seems  to  have  been  assumed  that  these 
settlements  should  only  be  on  land  that  could  be 
irrigated  ? — No  ;  we  took  up  Kakamas  and  it  had 
to  have  an  irrigation  scheme  to  make  the  settle- 
ment, ]Dut  when  our  Committee  was  formed  at  hrst, 
we  sent  letters  to  all  parts  of  Cape  Colony,  and  in 
two  or  three  instances  we  thought  of  buying  farms 
where  there  was  to  be  no  irrigation,  the  rainfall 
being  sufficient.  The  irrigation  scheme  is  an 
accident. 

382.  And  in  regard  to  such  farms  also,  there 
might  1)0  no  objection  to  letting  the  settlers 
ultimately  have  the  ownership  ? — No.   I  anticipate 
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that  at  some  future  time  we  will  do  sometliiii«'  of  ^r'^*^"/' 
tnat  kind  at  Kakamas.  b.a. 


383.  You  w^ould  like  to  pay  off  the  existing 
debts  ;  what  do  you  think  should  be  the  amount  of 
a  further  loan  from  the  Government  ? — About  the 
beginning  of  1898  I  bought  up  three  farms  at 
Kakamas,  since  when  we  have  acquired  several 
others,  and  the  Government  Surveyor  is  now  busy 
surveying  a  furrow,  which  is  about  30  miles  long. 
That,  I  think,  we  could  almost  carr}^  out  with  a 
Government  loan.  We  have  already  applied  to 
the  Government  to  take  these  farms  under  the 
Loans  Act. 

384.  How  many  families  would  you  be  able  to 
se.ttle  there  ? — Well,  it  is  estimated  very  differently 
by  different  men  ;  I  should  say  from  .200  to  300— 
it  all  depends. 

385.  How  many  families  could  be  settled  on 
Hartebeest  Eivier  Mond  ? — About  40. 

386.  And  on  Paarden  Island  ? — It  is  a  large 
island,  and  it  is  difficult  to  know  exactly  how 
much  land  would  come  under  irrigation. 

387.  You  would  like  to  repay  the  amount  due  to 
private  lenders  ? — Yes.  During  the  late  war  I  had 
to  run  an  overdraft  at  the  bank  for  £6,500  at  6 J 
per  cent,  interest. 

388.  How  much  in  addition  would  you  require 
in  order  to  be  able  to  complete  the  scheme? — I 
think  we  should  need  between  £40,000  and  £50,000. 

389.  In  addition  to  the  £6.500  ?— No  ;  on  the 
lower  scheme,  south  of  the  river,  our  debt  is 
£13,000. 

390.  We  would  like  to  treat  the  thing  as  a  whole 
now,  so  as  to  have  some  recommendation  to  speak 
on? — Well,  the  Surveyor  is  at  present  making  a 
report,  and  it  depends  on  his  report.  We  think  we 
would  require  £25.000  to  complete  the  new  works, 
but  Paarden  Island  is  enclosed  between  two  main 
streams  and  the  river,  and  we  should  have  to  go 
over  or  under  the  river  with  a  flume  or  a  syphon, 
and  that  mav  increase  the  cost. 
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^larch'an'/"  '^^^'  ^ave  YOU  ally  iclca  of  the  expense  ? — About 
B.A.  '  £2,000  was  the  cost  of  a  syphon  on  the  southern 
furrow. 

392.  There  would  be  a  further  expenditure  of 
£28,000  ?— Yes,  about  that. 

893.  That  leaves  a  debt  still  of  £20,000.  It  would 
practically  mean  £44,500  to  make  it  a  complete 
scheme  ? — Yes,  but  if  that  scheme  were  completed 
we  should  have  at  least  500  families  in  addition 
to  the  130  families  there  now.  so  that  it  does  not 
work  out  at  a  high  amount  for  (300  families. 

394.  3l7\  Micliciu.']  You  suggest  that  Govern- 
ment should  contribute  or  advance  two-thirds — 
it  would  not  be  necessary  for  the  Goverament  to 
provide  the  whole  of  the  amount  ? — I  am  quite 
sure  we  could  carry  it  through,  if  we  had  that 
island,  if  we  had  two-thirds  of  the  value  advanced. 

395.  Chairman.']  So,  practically,  the  Government 
would  have  to  advance  £30,000  ? — Yes. 

396.  Would  the  Church  be  able  to  advance  the 
remaining  third  ? — We  have  it  now. 

397.  But  if  you  get  the  money  for  these 
people  and  they  Avithdraw,  and  you  have 
only  one  creditor,  would  not  that  be  better? — 
It  would  be  very  nice  for  us  to  have  the  whole 
amount  from  Government,  but  when  the  question 
was  put  to  me  by  the  Committee  I  thought  that  if 
you  made  a  general  rule  of  helping  denominations 
by  giving  them  the  full  amount  to  start  with  you  do 
not  know  where  you  would  be  landed  finally. 

398.  But  coming  to  the  total  of  £44,500 :  that 
includes  the  £6,500  which  you  have  to  pay  off.  I 
assume  that  you  would  pay  that  off  ? — Yes. 

399.  Would  £30,000  be  a  sufficient  loan  to  enable 
you  to  carry  out  the  scheme  you  have  ? — I  am  sure 
it  would. 

400.  Mr.  Michau.']  It  is  impossible  for  you  to  say 
before  you  have  the  report  of  the  engineer  ? — 
Well,  I  have  put  the  amount  very  high  and  I 
think  the  amount  will  be  enough. 

401.  Mr.  Kukler.]  Then  you  have  assets  ? — On 
the  southern  furrow  I  consider  that  the  mill  is 
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valuable  ;  we  have  since  proved  its  value  and  I  ^ia;.c^an/' 
consider    that   it  is  worth   £2,000    to    any   man.       b.a. 
I   would  give   the  Church   £2,000  for   it   myself  j^^^  j  ^^^^ 
to-morrow  and  make  ten  per  cent,  profit.     So  that 
there  are  assets.     Then  we  have  the  school  build- 
ings, worth  about  £2,000 — they  hold  from  600  to 
800  people. 

402.  Chairman.^  The  third  which  the  settlement 
must  contribute  may  be  in  works  in  progress,  like 
the  school-rooms,  the  furrow  and  the  turbine  ? — 
Yes. 

403.  Mr-Qraaff.]  If  you  require  £45,000  and  you 
get  i^30,000  from  the  Government,  you  must  raise 
£15,000  yourselves  :  you  could  raise  that  £15,000  ? — 
Yes. 

404.  Mr.  Kohler.']  You  consider  the  improve- 
ments are  worth  £15,000  as  they  stand  to-day  ? — 
No,  not  as  the  place  stands  to-day,  but  by  the  time 
we  have  the  scheme  in  full  working  order  it  will 
be  worth  much  more. 

405.  Chairman.^  How  would  you  value  the 
improvements  ? — The  furrow  is  £7,000  to  £8,000, 
but  it  is  worth  far  more  :  it  was  built  by  poor 
people  who  were  working  at  3s.  per  day.  We 
supplied  them  with  food  and  clothing  at  cost  price 
and  they  worked  a  good  deal  harder,  I  think,  than 
Government  would  get  coloured  men  to  work. 

406.  Mr.  Graaff.']  What  was  the  Government's 
estimate  for  building  the  southern  furrow? — 
£29,000.  I  may  add  that  in  our  £7,000  is  included 
a  syphon  which  carries  the  water  to  an  inner  island, 
— that  cost  about  £2,000.  It  only  cost  us  about 
£5,500  to  do  the  work  of  the  main  furrow.  The 
Kev.  Mr.  Schroeder,  e.g.^  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
work,  drew  the  magnificent  salary  of  £200. 

407.  Mr.  Kohler7\  Then  your  buildings  and 
schools  and  various  things  are  to-day  worth 
£15,000? — I  think  a  good  deal  more,  because  there 
have  been  quite  50  decent  brick  houses  put  up  by 
the  people. 

408.  But  against  those  you  have  certain  liabilities, 
and  when  the  owners  leave  you  will  have  to  pay 
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^larSan'/'  conipeiisatioii   for  their  putting  up  the  houses  ? — 
B.A.   '   Yes.  but  on  the  other  hand  the  land  will  have  been 
improved  and  if  compensation  is  paid  it  will  be 
only  for  the  houses  and  buildings  and  not  for  the 
land. 

409.  Cliairman.']  If  a  man  voluntarily  leaves  do 
you  have  to  pay  him  compensation  ? — No,  we  are 
not  bound  to  do  so.  though  we  might  do  it 
voluntarily. 

410.  Mr.  Kohler.]  If  we  advise  Government  to 
give  a  large  sum  of  money  for  this  scheme  do  you 
consider  that,  whilst  benefiting  these  people 
socially  and  morally,  we  would  bo  conferring  a 
benefit  on  the  State  ? — Yes,  and  a  very  decided 
benefit :  we  have  had  the  proving  of  it  during 
the  great  drought  three  years  ago.  While  well- 
to-do  farmers  who  owned  thousands  of  morgen 
of  land  were  working  in  the  streets  of  Carnarvon 
and  Victoria  West  for  os.  6d.  or  4s.  a  day  to  earn 
food  not  a  single  claim  was  put  in  by  Kakamas. 
In  fact,  about  80  families  drifted  into  the  labour 
colony  to  find  food.  We  have  kept  100  families 
there  for  the  last  six  years  and  they  have  been  no 
burden  on  the  State. 

411.  And  they  have  also  produced  largely  what 
was  required  for  the  sustenance  of  other  parts  of 
the  community  ? — Yes,  they  have  produced  what 
is  not  produced  to  any  extent  in  the  North-west, 
that  is  wheat.  The  only  wheat  you  could  get  was 
from  the  Upington  district.  South  of  the  labour 
colony  there  is  practically  no  grain  raised.  Almost 
every  bag  of  meal  required  had  to  be  sent  up 
from  Cape  Town,  in  fact  one  of  the  chief  articles 
of  trade  there  hitherto  was  meal. 

412.  Would  you  recommend  Kakamas  to  be  the 
be-all  and  end-all  of  this  scheme  ;  do  not  you  think 
that  something  further  is  required — should  not 
Kakamas  be  a  sort  of  schooling  place  for  people  to 
be  passed  on  to  other  parts  of  the  Colony  where 
they  could  work  other  lands  which  at  present  are 
not  bringing  anything  in  to  the  country  ? — Yes, 
that   was   our   idea.     If   Kakamas   Avas   the   final 
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scheme  I  might  propose  to  the  Synod  this  time  to  ^3i^;,Ja^/' 
give  the  title  to  the  people  in  15  years'  time,  but  it      'b.a. 
is  not  the  final  scheme.     Our  idea  was  to  have  j^^   5"  jg^g^ 
labour  colonies  all  over  the  country  and  that  the 
better  class  of  people  might  gradually  leave  the 
labour  colony  for  other  parts  where  the  Govern- 
ment  might  give  them  land  or  they  themselves 
might  buy  land.     My   hope  still  is  that  we  are 
going  to  open  up  the  Kalahari. 

413.  Should  the  Government  also  take  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  of  your  passing  on  people  to 
other  labour  colonies  or  portions  of  the  country, 
not  necessarily  those  which  could  be  irrigated,  but 
portions  where  the  country  could  be  reclaimed  and 
worked  ? — Yes.  I  think  it  should  be  considered, 
because  if  our  scheme  is  complete  the  people  will 
be  agriculturally  educated.  We  mean  to  have  a 
man  there  who  can  instruct  these  people  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil. 

414.  Chairman.]  Is  there  anything  in  the  existing 
Acts  which  would  enable  the  Government  to  make 
a  grant  ? — No.  Dr.  Nobbs  impressed  upon  us  that 
we  should  have  an  agricultural  expert.  Last  year 
we  sent  up  a  lot  of  fruit  trees  from  Mr.  Pickstone, 
and  fruit  trees  progress  well.  In  April  last  I 
found  that  one  of  the  men,  from  a  few  hundred 
vines  he  had  planted,  made  three  bags  of  raisins, 
for  which  he  received  £5  a  bag. 

415.  As  regards  such  a  man,  who  would  pay 
him  ? — Our  plan  was  to  put  him  on  a  lot — there 
was  one  lot  we  kept  out  for  experimental  purposes — 
and  tell  him  that  he  would  get  so  much  a  month, 
but  if  he  got  so  much  out  of  the  lot  he  would  have 
no  salary.  I  may  say  we  have  some  Mission 
Stations  in  Nyassaland  where  there  is  a  farmer- 
missionary  ;  he  farms  a  certain  portion  and  he  gets 
his  salary  from  the  farm. 

416.  You  would  not  propose  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  pay  his  salary  ? — Yes,  partly.  It  is 
always  a  risk  to  send  a  man  up  like  that,  but  if  we 
had  Government  assistance  we  would  make  him 
go  to  all  the  agricultural  lots  and  not  confine  him 
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■MlrSian"/'  ^^  ^^^^  placc.  I  tliiiik  tliorc  should  bo  a  grant,  in 
B.A.   '   the  same  way  as  if  ho  were  a  teacher. 

July  sTigoe.  ^^^'  Then  if  he  makes  more  out  of  that  place  he 
should  not  receive  a  salary  ? — Well,  our  aim  is  to 
do  things  economically.  If  he  could  be  a  teacher 
only  and  devote  all  his  time  to  instructing  it  would 
be  better. 

418.  3Ir.  Poicell.']  With  regard  to  any  objection  ta 
farmers  not  being  missionaries.  Dr.  Nobbs  was  asked 
whether  that  difficulty  would  not  be  met  by  having 
travelling  men  in  the  way  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment now  have  in  sending  out  men  to  teach 
fruit  growing  and  other  matters,  and  he  said  he 
thought  not,  because  the  man  would  be  wanted  to 
be  a  permanency  there  to  show  them  every  step  in 
the  production  of  the  various  crops,  and  himself 
must  acquire  information  upon  the  subject  as  a 
stranger  would  not  be  familiar  with  the  climatic 
conditions.  Dr.  Nobbs  also  said  he  thought  a  man 
resident  there  might  also  be  the  manager  of  the 
irrigation  furrow — the  bailiff  for  instance — there 
would  be  a  lot  of  other  work  for  him  as  well  as 
instructing  the  farmers,  and  he  would  not  be  put 
there  as  teacher  so  much  as  general  agricultural 
overseer.  Do  you  agree  with  Dr.  Nobbs'  reply  ? — 
I  think  1  would  agree  with  his  answer.  That  is 
what  we  proposed  doing — the  man  we  j)ropose  to 
send  should  be  a  sort  of  agricultural  overseei-. 

419.  But  did  not  you  say  just  now  that  Dr. 
Nobbs  recommended  that  special  people  should 
be  sent  up  to  do  special  things  ? — Yes.  We  want 
a  young  farmer  who  would  be  able  to  train  people. 

420.  But  should  not  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment send  up  people  specially  ? — No,  I  would 
much  prefer  the  man  being  on  the  spot. 

421.  Mr.  Kohler,]  Would  you  exclude  any  person 
from  the  settlement  if  he  ])elonged  to  any  other 
denomination  ? — My  opinion  is  that  every  organiza- 
tion should  have  its  own  scheme. 

422.  They  have  not  got  it  at  the  present  time, 
although  it  is  desirable  that  it  tshould  be  done, 
and  it  is  quite  possible  that  they  may  not  get  the 
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men  to  take  it  up  ;  in  the  event  of  that  would  ^r*-^*"^/" 
you  confine  it  absolutely  to  members  of  only  your       b.a. 
own  denomination  ? — The  Church  finds  the  salary  j^^  ~  j^^^ 
of  all  the  men  engaged  on  the  undertaking.     My 
own  salary  is  not  found   by  any   people  except 
those  of  our  own  denomination,  and  those  ens^aoed 
in  the  work  have  to  get  their  salaries — not  from 
the    public,   but     from     the     members    of    their 
denomination.     1  may  say,  how^ever,  that  if  one 
was  started   by   another   denomination,   I  would 
give  my  help,  but  for  sufficient  control  you  want 
the  people  under  government  of  one  denomination. 

423.  Jlr.  Graaf.]  What  do  you  think  is  the 
main  cause  of  tlie  increase  of  the  poor  whites  in 
this  Colony  ? — Apart  from  general  depression,  the 
main  cause  is  simply  the  gradual  reduction  in  the 
size  of  farms  and  also  the  reduction  in  the  number 
of  farms  obtainable.  Take  25  or  30  years  ago  : 
Kenhardt  was  Government  land,  and  if  districts  got 
unsuitable  for  fresh  sheep  farms,  any  farmer  from 
those  districts  could  go  westwards  or  northwards 
and  obtain  a  farm  there.  A  bywoner  could  eventu- 
ally become  another  farmer,  but  now,  take  an 
ordinary  sheep  farmer,  instead  of  having  bywoners 
to  the  number  of  perhaps  four  people  formerly, 
there  are  now  30  or  40  people,  and  you  cannot  find 
farms  for  all  of  them. 

424.  Do  not  you  think  the  want  of  education 
has  something  to  do  with  that  ? — Not  so  much  as 
people  think.  30  or  40  years  ago  people  had  not 
education,  but  they  could  get  the  land  and  there 
was  no  distress.  As  the  population  increases,  the 
necessary  thing  for  them  to  take  their  stand  in 
the  struggle  for  existence  is  to  be  fully  educated. 

425.  But  take  the  poor  whites  in  villages  and 
towns,  are  they  educated  enough  ? — No. 

426.  What  class  of  poor  Avhitcs  have  you  at 
Kakamas  ;  are  they  of  the  agricultural  class  ? — No, 
they  are  mostly  drawn  from  the  veld.  Most  of 
them  have  been  bywoners  and  have  been  on  sheep 
farms.  Some  of  them  have  also  been  in  towns. 
There  is  one  broken-down  contractor,  a  man  who 
had  a  very  good  place  before,  he  is  now  getting  on. 
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^MlrS.'Td^'  ^^'^^  Chairman.']  Are  they  getting  on  ? — Yes  ;  I 
B.A.  '  think  the  making  of  the  furrow  changed  their 
habits.  In  addition  to  that,  only  those  wlio  worked 
on  it  coukl  get  allotments  and  a  number  of  them 
learned  to  work  the  soil,  which  they  did  not  know 
much  about  previously. 

428.  Mr.  Graaff.']  Do  not  you  think  that  when 
vou  get  A^our  schem.e  complete  Kakamas  should  be 
a  place  where  children  could  also  be  taught  any 
industries  ?  When  their  education  is  complete  the 
ground  willnaturally  be  too  sinall,  then  those  who  de- 
sire to  stay  on  the  land  should  have  another  labour 
colony  provided  for  them  where  they  could  get  titles 
to  the  land  ? — That  is  really  our  idea.  At  one 
time  we  thought  of  giving  lots  on  the  northern  side 
of  the  river  and  to  give  title  there. 

429.  But  if  you  take  Kakamas  as  a  place  of 
transition  jo\x  cannot  give  title  ? — No,  that  is  why 
we  do  not  limit  ourselves  to  Kakamas.  Our 
Church  Committee  is  not  for  Kakamas  only,  it  is 
for  labour  colonies  generally. 

430.  Do  you  think  these  young  men  should  be 
encouraged  to  settle  on  the  land  instead  of  going 
back  to  factories  and  workshops  ? — I  believe  that 
if  these  people  had  the  opportunity  a  number  of 
them  would  leave,  and  certainly  the  young  men 
would  all  leave  if  they  had  the  opportunity  to 
acquire  other  land. 

431.  Assuming  Kakamas  is  going  to  be  kept  as  a 
place  of  transition,  would  the  geographical  position 
of  it  be  suitable  ? — Well,  it  has  a  number  of  advan- 
tages. It  has  a  water  furrow,  you  can  have 
industrial  work  there.  Our  stream  is  ten  feet  wide 
and  about  two  feet  deep,  which  is  an  immense 
power,  and  there  are  not  many  places  in  the  coun- 
try where  you  have  such  opportunities  for  devel- 
oping industries. 

432.  You  would  not  be  far  from  the  markets  ? — 
When  I  went  first  to  Kakamas  they  were  selling 
sheep-skins  for  3d.  each.  They  are  sending  these 
skins  away  and  they  are  returned  to  this  country 
in  the  shape  of  boots.     I  think  they  sell  them  now 
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for  9d.     I  am  sure  that  by  the  time  the  scheme  is  ^^rchand!* 
fully  developed  we  would  put  a  stop  to  all  this       b.a. 
and  sell  instead  of  buy  boots.  j^iy  ^igoe. 

433.  Chaij-man.']  You  would  like  to  have  an 
industrial  school  on  the  lines  of  the  school  at 
Uitenhage  ? — Yes,  we  want  to  go  beyond  them,  if 
possible. 

434.  AYould  the  supply  from  Kakamas  be  suffi- 
cient, or  would  you  bring  in  pu^Dils  from  other 
parts  for  this  industrial  school  ? — I  think  we  should 
have  quite  enough. 

435.  Mr.  Graaff.']  I  suppose  you  would  find  it 
easier  to  manage  a  younger  educated  generation 
than  their  fathers,  who  were  not  so  advanced  ? — 
We  find  the  children  very  easy  to  manage  now,  in 
fact,  it  is  quite  touching  to  attend  a  school  meeting 
now  and  see  these  youngsters,  who  are  now  clad. 
Their  general  behaviour  is  good. 

436.  Do  they  make  their  own  shoes  there  now  ? 
— Not  yet.     "We  have  no  industry  there. 

437.  What  interest  are  you  paying  Government  ? 
— I  think  it  is  a  25  years'  loan,  and  we  pay  some- 
thing like  5J  per  cent,  interest. 

438.  Will  they  be  able  to  find  a  market  for  their 
produce  ? — Some  they  might  have  to  bring  up  to 
De  Aar. 

439.  Chairman.']  Is  tobacco  grown  there  ? — Yes, 
and  ostriches  succeed  well. 

440.  Mr.  Graaff.']  What  would  you  suggest  doing 
with  the  girls,  I  mean,  what  trade  would  you 
teach  them  ? — I  wrote  to  Miss  Hobhouse  to  see  if 
she  could  not  send  two  girls  to  teach  spinning  and 
weaving. 

441.  Mr.  Kohler.']  Are  you  aware  that  a  firm  in 
Cape  Town  supplies  machines  for  knitting  stock- 
ings, and  they  buy  the  stockings  from  the  people 
who  make  them  :  would  not  that  be  a  good  plan  ? 
— Yes,  but  I  want  to  treat  the  wool  there.  If  we 
have  to  carry  the  wool  from  Cape  Town,  we  may 
as  well  carry  the  sock. 

442.  Mr.  Graaff.']  Up  to  what  age  would  you 
teach  these  young  people  ? — I  should  not  like  to 
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'ftia'rSam/'  P^^^  "^  limit  to  tliG  Rgc  f  or  tliG  eclucatioii  of  technical 

'  B.A.   '   instruction.     If  the  school  develops,  there  might 

July  r  1906.  perhaps  be  a  man  there  to  teach  applied  electricity. 

443.  What  is  the  lowest  standard  of  education 
you  would  suggest  ? — I  would  make  it  as  high  as 
possible.  You  see  we  have  compulsory  education, 
which  is  part  of  the  agreement  between  the 
colonists  and  the  Committee. 

444.  Mr.  Michaii.']  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the 
establishment  of  these  labour  colonies  is  the  only 
solution  of  the  poor  white  question  ? — No,  there 
are  a  good  many  others.  I  think  a  great  deal  can 
be  done  in  developing  Knysna.  There  is  a  great 
loss  arising  to  the  Government  and  the  woodcutters 
through  waste  pieces  of  wood  not  being  utilized  in 
cutting  the  sleepers,  &c.  In  wagon  wood  you  can 
be  more  economical.  In  other  countries  a  great 
deal  is  done  with  the  small  pieces  of  waste  wood. 
Another  solution  is  the  employment  of  the  poor 
whites  on  public  works.  We  have  had  them  work- 
ing on  a  furrow  with  pick  and  shovel  and  I  think 
they  can  do  good  work. 

445.  CJiainnan.']  Do  you  know  Tokai  ? — Yes,  I 
was  official  visitor  there  for  some  years.  Some  of 
these  people  from  George  and  Knysna  made  some 
of  the  best  guards. 

446.  And  some  of  the  workshops  at  Uitenhage  ? 
— I  think  about  a  third  are  of  the  poor  white  class. 

447.  Mr.  Kohler.']  On  these  farms  in  the  Western 
Province  there  are  always  a  lot  of  men  required  as 
overseers.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  a  good 
outlet  for  these  poor  whites  if  the  Church  had  a 
farm  in  the  Western  Province  where  they  could 
train  men  as  overseers  ? — Well,  I  wanted  to  buy  a 
place  in  the  Stellenbosch  District  for  that  purpose, 
but  we  could  not  raise  the  money.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  if  a  farm  between  here  and  Worcester,  say, 
could  be  secured  it  would  form  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity for  us  to  get  hold  of  the  people  and  make 
a  training  school  for  overseers. 

448.  You  know  a  good  many  are  required  and  it 
is  difficult  for  the  farmers  to  get  them  to  work  for 
the  salary  which  they  can  afford  to  give  ? — Yes. 
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449.  You  say  you  would  not  limit  the  standard  ^lain/' 
of  education.     I  suppose  you  would  keep  thorn  to       b.a. 
the  line  of  the  life  they  intend  to  lead,  and  only  j^^,.  r^i^oc 
those  who  show  great  ability  you  would  take  fur- 
ther ? — Yes.     In  that  school  I  would  have  agricul- 
tural chemistry  for  instance. 

450.  Chairman.']  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  by 
Judge  Buchanan  that  the  best  teachers  for  the  poor 
white  children  would  be  teachers  who  have  sprung 
from  the  poor  white  class  ? — Yes,  that  part  of  the 
scheme  we  have  already  started  at  Kakamas,  and 
we  train  the  girls  for  Namaqualand.  They  are 
used  to  the  veld  life,  and  can  trek  about  with 
these  people.  They  form  the  best  type  of  teachers 
for  them. 

451.  And  they  would  be  accepted  by  the  Govern- 
ment ? — Yes. 

452.  And  you  think  it  would  be  advisable  to 
encourage  the  idea  of  having  teachers  who  have 
been  of  the  poor  whites  themselves  ? — Yes  ;  I 
have  seen  several  cases  at  Knysna  where  poor 
white  children  from  the  schools  there  are  now 
teachers  all  over  the  country,  and  prove  very 
successful  teachers. 

453.  I  believe  that  teachers  coming  from  more 
civilized  parts  find  it  very  hard  to  work  amongst 
these  poor  whites.  Is  that  so  ? — Oh,  very.  It  is 
very  desirable  to  have  them  from  that  class  to 
begin  with.  But  while  hard  to  begin  with,  it  is 
most  encouraging  work.  Knysna  is  well  covered 
with  schools,  although  it  is  thought  to  be  a  poor 
district.  I  know  a  boy  there,  a  son  of  a  wood- 
cutter, twelve  years  old,  who  has  passed  the  seventh 
standard,  and  another  boy  of  six  is  now  playing 
the  violin  at  concerts,  so  that  the  work  is  very 
encouraging.  At  Kakamas,  we  have  already  found 
a  good  deal  of  talent. 
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COPY   Of    CIRCULAR    ADDRESSED    TO    DIFFERENT 
D.R.    CHURCH    CLERGYMEN. 

[translation.] 

52,  Queen  Victoria  Street, 

Cape  Town. 
February  1,  1906. 
Rev. 


Reverend  Sir, 

In  connection  with  the  question  of  the  "  Poor  Y/hites,"' 
which  is  still  to  be  solved,  I  would  like  to  have  before  the  ensuing 
Meeting  of  Parliament,  some  data  about  the  number  of  Poor 
Whites  in  the  cities  and  towns  of  this  Colony  (not  in  the  counuy). 

My  object  in  getting  this  information  is — 

(a)  To  find  out  what  can  be  done  by  Parliament  to  help 

those  people. 
(h)  To  see  whether  they  could  be  assisted  in  olher  v\-ays 

sometimes. 

I  give  you  the  assurance  that  I  will  use  the  greatest  discretion 
in  using  the  information  supplied.  In  no  case,  will  the  ncanes  of 
the  applicants  be  made  public. 

As  the  Ministers  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  as  a  rule, 
take  an  interest  in  this  matter,  and  have  the  opjiortunity  to  give 
reliable  reports  of  the  meml^ers  of  their  Church,  I  take  the  lil)'  rty 
to  come  to  you.  Reverend  Sirs,  for  information. 

What  I  would  like  to  know,  in  particular,  is  the  number  of 
persons  fit  for  Agriculture,  who  now  find  in  cities  and  towns  a 
more  or  less  miserable  existence,  but  who,  if  they  get  the  oppor- 
tunity, would  settle  on  the  land. 

I  enclose  a  Form  on  which  I  request  you.  Reverend  Sir,  to  fill 
in  the  data  from  your  environment.  Please  give  this  to  every 
family,  and  let  the  age  of  each  member  be  given  as  near  as 
possible. 

Please  let  me  have  the  Form  back  as  soon  as  possible,  in  each 
case  not  later  than  April  15  next. 

If  the  exact  number  cannot  be  given,  let  it  be  stated 
approximately.  In  each  case,  must  the  Form,  however  incomplete, 
be  sent  l^ack. 

Thanking  your  Reverend  Sirs,  in  anticipation, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  C.  GRAAFF, 
Member  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
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[C] 

Office  of  the  Director  of  Irrigation, 
Parliament  Street. 

Cape  Town, 

29th  June,  1906. 


The 


Clerk  of  the  Council, 
Legislative  Council. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  INDIGENT  WHITES. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  the  pi'omised  State- 
ment showing  the  proposed  Irrigation  ^Yol■ks  which  may  be 
utilized  for  Settlements. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Sgd.)    W.  B.  GORDON, 

Director  of  Irrigation. 
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